Making Prayer Your Second Language
“The Gift of Unanswered Prayer”

2" Corinthians 12:7b-10

If you happened to notice the sermon title that was printed in the
bulletin this morning, you probably thought that was a mistake, didn’t
you? The Gift of Unanswered Prayer?

You probably thought to yourself,“* Unanswer ed
it"s
It " s a
Prayer.

KHet has k.

have meant :

No, the bulletin is correct. The title of my sermon this morning is:
The Gift of Unanswered Prayer. | got that title from one of the
great theological “giants” of our day — Garth Brooks. He wrote a
song several years ago entitled® Unanswer ed

Let me set the background of this song for you. He tells in the
opening verse of how he and his wife went to a hometown football
game and he ran into his old high school flame. The “love” of his
life, or so he thought, when he was 17!

And as he introduced this old friend to his wife, he thought back to
the way things used to be. He remembered how she was the one he
wanted to spend the rest of his life with. He remembered how that at
night he would get down on his knees and pray to God that this young
woman might become his wife.

Prayer
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She wasndédt quite the angel that
And | could tell that time had changed me
In her eyes too it seemed
We tried to talk about the old days
There wasn6ét much we coul d
I guess the Lord knows what He

*kkkk

Sometimes | thank God for unanswered prayers.

We’re in the middle of a series of sermons entitled Making Prayer Your

_ C P T ay e lgedontLanduagd. THA-ay communication is at the heart of any
atésreaehindrancelt®s$tdsdialn ere']@l%r‘%h‘i ! Ifgf&%aﬁ’t%oqlnmunicate then you’ll never have much ofa

v TN CelatiGhdhib. tand & this nfatRrdtPr&ytr & & incredibly critical part of

your spiritual life because what is prayer? It is simply the way we
converse with, communicate with, and connect with God.

Now over the past four weeks we have talked about some of the essential
elements of prayer — Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and

S Supplication. | want to shift our focus a bit these next several weeks
and talk about some of the difficulties we encounter along the way as we
try to truly learn and become proficient in the language of prayer.

Now one of the very first obstacles we bump into when we try to make
prayer our second language is this matter of Unanswered Prayer.
Everyone who takes God seriously and who takes prayer seriously must
deal, sooner or later, with this problem of unanswered prayer. For
instance:

0 Her eds a mhasgdiventhis life to seriHrg the Lord, to
ministering to people. He comes from a wealthy family. He could
have gone into the family business and had a rather comfortable

He'dpray,* God, i f You will only grant mbfeButhechgosegaofoliow fhgLargand thenafierjehaghgegin

ask for anyt INowashe renenses baakgodhat day ” the pastoralmlnlstryfor just a few years, his wife is diagnosed with
and that prayer, let me tell you his response. He sings: terminal cancer. She has maybe

’ ' ' 3 young children. He prays. His friends pray. The elders of the

Sometimes | thank God for unanswered prayers church anoint her with oil and pray over her in the name of the
Rememberwhenyou6re tal kind to the man ulp&rftdirsBut nothing helpssShegetdhe

That just because He doesndt answer d¥ees g praypaiashe digse Arddadsand twoaspng and a

Some of Godds greatest gifts are ufadhigngedrelatvesgnd frigndsard church members have to

He goes on to say:

deal with this problem of unanswered prayer.
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U  Agodly mother and father pray for their wayward son. He was
raised in the church. He went to Sunday School. He knows his
Bi bl e. But when he | eft
not a bad son. Heds just
and pray and pray for years but nothing happens. He remains
aprodigal son and Mom and Dad have to wrestle with this issue
of unanswered prayer.

U A young man prays fervently for deliverance from an over-
powering temptation, but the struggle just never seems to end.
In fact, it seems that the harder he prays, the worse the
temptation becomes. He knows all about the promises in the
Bible about answered prayer, but he is left to tussle with this
issue of unanswered prayer.

0  Awife prays for her husband. Their marriage isin trouble. He

has become cold, distant, unresponsive, unreachable. Th ey 6 r e

in counseling and out of counseling. Some days he seems deeply
concerned about their
care less. He threatens to leave. She prays. He says ther e 6 s
nothing there anymore. She prays. He stomps out of the house.
She prays. She prays desperately. She has her friends to pray
with her. She prays that God will change his heart. She prays

home,
away

marriage
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God could help you, and you waited and waited and waited, but God

never seemed to answer.
he | eft al |l of t hat behind.

W &offt I dbout tRi¢ Stoblem &R Inuch ArBuhd tRe” cRiu¥eh. |

suppose that’s because we’re afraid that if we admit that our prayers
aren’t always answered, it will cause some people to lose their faith in
God. And so a lot of good, devout, deeply religious people have this
secret hidden deep in their hearts that they don’t want anyone else to
know about. They really question whether God actually answers our
prayers.

They question it because when it really counted, God didn’t come
through for them like they expected Him to. So in their hearts, deep in
the inner chambers of their soul, hidden behind a smiling face, rests a
profound disenchantment with the Almighty.

B0 wle’reogbimgeaortalkcilzoyt & this mansng. | Thekess a taa in ¢he Ribled
who had to wrestle with unanswered prayer and | think there are some
things we can learn from him and from his experience that will help us
when we have to face this dilemma of unanswered prayer.

He 6 s

tm:r ar ti a g 2 ol IB u tc 0 r:nee dboaecskn. 5t CSE : N gper EHYS ﬂn |sq3aul aﬁd wg fln&hls stor in Bﬁe boqék oI‘ 2nd ,;ormthlans
marriage doesnét survive and s hte 12 ghaplteE, eglnnlp%WIﬁbv?r§e5 g fukhad g problgm. Wﬁqo%t

know what that problem was but he referred toitasa“ t h oim ms”

flesh,a* me s s e n g e rsentdoftorm&nahima n ”

issue of unanswered prayer.

Now I wish I could tell you that these were all hypothetical situations,
but they’re not. They are people that I know, they are people that ’'m
close to, they are people whom 1 have prayed with who have
experienced the trauma of unanswered prayer.

Bible scholars for centuries have speculated as to what this problem

might have been. Some scholars have suggested thatthisii me s s e n g e |
S at was an actual person who just made life miserable for Paul, who

was always opposing him and harassing him and criticizing him and

And so, let me just say it again. Anyone and everyone who takes damaging his ministry.
God seriously and who takes prayer seriously must deal, sooner

or later, with this problem of unanswered prayer. We are forced

to face a dilemma of faith. If there is a God and if He really does

answer prayer, why doesndt He

Some scholars have suggested thatthisfit h or n i rwastome f |
physical illness that sapped his strength and usurped his energy and

a nimitsdewnat 18 Yvas Physicallyeablé t@ do for the Lord. Still other
scholars suggest that that thisiit h or n i nthistihme sfslea gte
Satano was some kind of besetting sin, some kind of human weakness,
some kind of persistent and powerful temptation that just wouldn’t let go
of him and with which he had to struggle year after year after year.

Perhaps you can remember a time in your own life when you prayed,
really prayed, said all the right words with all the right motives, even
asked your friends to join you in prayer, deeply believing that only
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We don’t know what this big obstacle was in his life but we do know
that he prayed about it and prayed about it and prayed about it for
deliverance...but God didn’t answer that prayer. He didn’t remove it
from his life. Listen to what the Scripture says in Paul’s words.

There was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it
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didn’t do that, did He? He didn’t answer that prayer.

While he is in slavery in Egypt he is accused of a crime which he didn’t
do. He was honest, he was pure; and it cost him. He is thrown into
prison. For more than two years he languishesthere. Don 6t you s
heprayedeverynigHtGod get me out of thi

away from me. But he said to go gge olgt nﬂghﬁpg Pltervglslhlge Gf)d I’\’?dgolrgotten
you, for my power is mﬂcbrmhuanperfecth'moﬁ ) 8OgNRAY eéjg'rsn
12:7-9 NIV
o . Dondét you think there were many,
Can you imame that?Here is the apostle Paul, probably the greatest thought* My prajyess meaningless! Wh 1

Christian who ever lived, the man who introduced Christianity to
Europe, the man who wrote more books in the Bible than anybody
else, praying desperately about a need in his life...and God not
answering his prayer!

I think we can learn something from that. In fact, I think we can learn
several things from it. Let me mention at least three.

First of all, Unanswered Prayer Sometimes Happens To The Very
Best Of Christians. Here is Paul. He is a man of prayer. Heis a
man of faith. He is a man who walked obediently with the Lord. God
performed some incredible miracles in Paul’s life.

But here in our Scripture lesson he prays, he pleads with the Lord, not
once but three times, for God to remove this obstacle from his path
and God doesn’t do it. He doesn’t answer his request. He doesn’t say
“ y etethis legitimate need in his life.

Think about Joseph. When he is a young man his jealous brothers

throw him into a pit a leave him there to die. Do you suppose Joseph

prayed when he was in the bottom of that w&fZourse, he did! He

Or think about Abraham. The burning desire of his heart was to have a
son, an heir, someone who would carry on his name and his work. God
had said that he was going to be the father of a great nation, but how can
you be the father of a great nation when you can’t even have a son?

He must have prayed fervently,* God, hel p my witf e ¢
for almost a hundred years he remained childless. How many years did

he pray for that need®ho knows? If he prayed it just once a day that

would be over 20,000 prayers and each time the request was not
answered. He was turned down.

Now here’s my point. Have you asked God for something that seems
right, legitimate, in accordance with His will but He has saidy @ He

h a ¢ an$wered your prayer? Nothing has happen@dH, listen, you

are not alone. Unanswered prayer sometimes happens to the very

best of believers.

Good people can pray good prayers that are sometimes given a negative
answer by God. So, if that happens to you, don’t lose hope. Don’t lose
faith. Don’t quit praying. It happens to the very best of saints.

must have prayed, * Go d , get me out of thlsN me back ome
Deliver me from these treacher o owl&erﬁsthesecon thlng ecanlearn ron%Paulsex c{1ence ,
When Unahsiéted praer I—?appensaltYs Ssuaﬁy Fiumanfy UnéxSlainabie -

. Do you remefmer what God says to us isaiah 55? “ , For m
But God didn’t get him out of this mess, did He? Fortunately, he t N )(; ughts are n 3)/ t your N ’(’) ught s y
wasn’t left in that pit to die, but he was sold into slavery. Do n 0 t Lb ecl res the Lor d As the he a’v
suppose Joseph prayed all of the wayto Edyptp d, don " t rﬁ)} ahyss hi gher t én ;our says an
happen—don*“t | et them put mButQoht o S ﬁ"‘sv Y S’e ehfree.”

5:8-9 NI
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Usually when God doesn’t answer some prayer in our lives, we try to

figure it out. We try to make sense out of it all. We try to understand
whyGodsaidi nooWe l | , it musQ@r,“be tmuisg
t hat r Andweean end up with some totally erroneous kinds

of reasons and assumptions.

That’s what J 0 b“@omforters” did—those three guys who came to
comfort him in the midst of his distress but ended up just making life
miserable for him. Theysaid,* Th er e mu dsonlviey Gedo me
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usedtosay,” We need t o put aoudrheadswitea b o>
sign on it that says, ,To Be Ope
dae pus aolat of ‘bur questions and our doubts and our uncertainties
and our wunanswered prayers..and |
heaven then we"|l| k n o w ysaeanddeasomsd e r
and motives."”

If we try to figure out here on earth what can only be explained in heaven
then we’ll just worry ourselves sick, lose faith in prayer and arrive at all

isn“t answering this prayer. J &ipds of wrang apaumptions.have si nned. You
have really goofed up in some way or God wouldn®*t allow all
these horrible to occur in your life. He would deliver you. He Now here’s the third lesson we learn from Paul’s experience — When
woul d answer your prayer.”’ God Says fANoo To The Pravers

But what was happening in Job’s life was humanly unexplainable.
Neither Job nor his “comforters” nor anyone else here on earth could
have possibly known about that conversation in heaven between the
Lord and Satan. They didn’t know that Satan had accused God of
putting a hedge around Job, giving him preferential treatment, and
that the Lord was testing Job, trying him, proving and perfecting his
faith.

Now here’s the thing [ want you to get. Some things that happen in
our lives are humanly unexplainable. You’ll worry yourself sick
trying to figure out what can’t be figured out with human
understanding. You’ll just see part of the picture.

Do you think Paul totally
Athorn in his flesh, oo
only explanation God gave to him was, “ Li st en, My
sufficient for you,for my power is made perfect in weaknésgVhat
does that mean? don’t know. Do you know?1 don’t think Paul
really understood it, but it was all he needed.

He said, “ T heéore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Ch@drimidsi2es

NIV).

One of my preaching professors in seminary, Dr. Donald Demaray,

God Has A Higher Purpose In Mind. Wasno6t t hat
life? Joseph was just worried about himself and his own predicament but
God was at work behind the scenes and in Joseph’s life to protect and
save and bless a whole nation.

Do you recall the story dflonica, the mother oAugustine? She prayed
for years that her brilliant but undisciplined son would be saved.
Augustine decided to go to Rome one day, but Rome was a very wicked
place and she prayed desperately that God would somehow change
Augustine’s mind and prohibit him from going to that awful place.

But God didn’t answer her prayer. One day she stood on a hillside and
watched a ship take her son to Rome. God didn’t answer her prayer. But
while Augustine was in Rome he came under the influence of a godly

Godsaid“ n do™her prayer because He had a higher purpose in mind. In
this matter of unanswered prayer, | have always been encouraged by
these words of a poem | stumbled across somewhere.

I asked God for strength, that. I might achieve.
powe Ir3vas ma%ﬂeglweali, t%a% Iqmigh[% IeH;rn f{)?gbey.

I asked for health, that I might do greater things.
I was given infirmity that | might do better things.

mu
of

Of

und e r mahly thechamevdi AmbiGse, the BishoplohRdrhe, and wanglovioasly t h i
t hi sThé me s ssavet gne becanfie bne ahtheQraatesh Chrastiah writersrandthieotogidnsi f e 7
g wha avee lived. s
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I asked for riches, that | might be happy.

I was given poverty, that | might be wise.

I asked for power, that I might have praise of men.

I was given weakness, that | might feel the need of God.

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life.
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing I asked for, but all I hoped for.
I am among all men, most richly blessed.

So here is what you do when your prayers aren’t answered.

1. Keep on praying as long as you can. Sometimes God’s answers
are delayed for reasons beyond our knowledge. Unless He gives you
a reason to stop praying for that request, keep praying.

2. Give God the righltwilltsasseym fiomaltNo o t o you.
of unnecessary worry, anger, frustration and despair.

3. Keep on doing what you know is right. That was the key to
Joseph’s life. Although he didn’t understand it all, he just kept on
serving God and doing right. Keep on praying, keep on believing,
keep on reading the Bible, keep on obeying, keep on following the
Lord. If you stay on the course in the darkness, eventually the light
will come and you will be glad that you did not turn away in the
moment of disappointment.



