EASTER SUNDAY

“When Jesus Calls Your Name”
John 20:1-18

All of redemptive history can be summed up in a single sentence.

» Why would God send His one and only Son into a world of
evil, hatred and violence?

» Why would Jesus willingly endure the humiliation and
shame of the Cross?

» Why do we dare call the day in which the Son of God was
mercilessly crucified “Good Friday?”
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“God weeps with us so
Hi m.”

That s t he mes s agod alwalys hasatisetlastr ,
laugh! And Easter is just a foretaste of the laughter and joy that we
will someday eternally celebrate with Him.

Now this morning on this Easter Sunday what | want to talk about is
“When Jesus Calls Your Name.” There is an old adage that says,
“There is nothing sweeter "than

Just the sound of someone calling our name can stop us dead in our
tracks. Can cause us to turn or to pay attention or to come or perhaps
even to tremble a bit. When | was a boy and my mother or father used
my full named Richard Mark Murphy!d I knew I was in big trouble.

| sndét it aendifferentimgssagds ive getfwheh someone
calls our name?When our kids were small and at home and called
out my name, | could tell instantly by just the sound of their voice the
message they were trying to conveyd

» That they were afraid and needed my protection

» Or excited and wanted me to celebrate with them

» Or hurt or in trouble and needed my help.

When my wife Linda calls my name, | can tell instantly by the sound

of
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whet her she is 1in
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trouble.
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When some member of our church calls on the telephone and utters my
name, | can usually tell by just the sound of their voice whether this is
going to be a good call or a bad, whether they have some good news they
want to share with me or bad news of some death or tragedy or crisis.

Just the sound of our name can convey all kinds of emotionsd from
delight to disgust, from reward to reproof.

Now this morning as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, | want to
point your attention to the very first person Jesus spoke to after He had

t h a tarise Bom gheygyave. sl wamtyoy @ Hotice Waaj ke gaid to this person

(He called them by name!), what it meant to that person; and, perhaps
even more important, what it means for us today.

snoét it?

You find the record of this story in the book of John, the 20" chapter,
verses 1 through 18.

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away
from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other

t h Bscipfe, tadloie Hhor®Jbsus 18vEd EShe Said, OTHeD have @k fhe
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and I don’t know where they have put
him!”

Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other
disciple outran Peter and got there first. He stooped and looked in
and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon
Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings
lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded
up and lying to the side. Then the other disciple also went in, and
he saw and believed—for until then they hadn’t realized that the
Scriptures said he would rise from the dead. Then they went home.

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she
stooped and looked in. She saw two white-robed angels sitting at
the head and foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been
lying. “Why are you crying?” the angels asked her.

a



“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I
don’t know where they have put him.”
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She glanced over her shoulder and saw someone standing behind
her. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. “Why are you
crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?”

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have
taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go
and get him.”

“Mary!” Jesus said.
She turned toward him and exclaimed, “Teacher!”

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to
the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them that | am
ascending to my Father and your Father, my God and your
God.”

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen
the Lord!” Then she gave them his message.  (John 20:1-18 NLT)

|l sné6t it amazing that the very
resurrection was a common woman
about. We do know that she had lived a very evil life, was full of all

kinds of demons, and Jesus had touched her and driven out all of

these unclean and destructive spirits.

We also know that she was eternally grateful to Jesus for everything
He had done for her. Most Bible scholars believe that the sinful
woman in Luke 7 who brought a jar of very expensive perfume and
anointed the feet of Jesus with this perfume and her tearsd tears of
gratefulnessd was Mary Magdalene.

And here we find her on that very first Easter Sunday lingering at the
tomb of Jesus. S hSae hatl seeh Hid die o
the cross. She was there at
friends. She had watched Joseph of Arimathea gather the lifeless
body of Jesus, wrap Him in a burial cloth, and place Him inatomb, a
grave.

It all looked so hopeless, but something drew her to Jesus. People

said He was a fraud. People laughed at Him and mocked Him and jeered
Him. The vissbbl eoké&dcso over whe,l
His promises empty. But in the midst of her despair, she
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just coul et Him go.
And so she lingers at the tombd lost in her thoughts and questions and
gief. Pet er and Jamundvendangl Théygo back hame.
They move on to other things, but she lingersé wi t h her

doubts and questions and hurts and uncertainties.

t hot

She looks in the tomb. She just has to search for the truth. And God
sends two angels to minister to her. * Wo man, why ar e
And then Jesus appears to herd the risen Jesus. He speaks one word to
herdobut i tdés enough.“ Mddeyktall s

y C
her

And although she at Oofshethaght Haveed n 6 t
the gardenerd and although she had no concept of or expectation of the
resurrection, she immediately recognizes Him for who He is,

understands that He is alive, and criesout,“ T e a ¢ hesus! !Ldrd.
first person Jesus spoke to aft

Az g thitChapfeR WhentyouKuSt fiter Rear YhE Qobs Gind kh@ ¢
empty tomb of Jesus. He steps out of the shadows and calls your name

and you are never again quite the same. | want you to notice from Mary
Magdal eneds experience what happ

First and Foremost - It Confirms The Resurrection. For three days

Mary had muddled around in the quagmire of doubt and despair. She
wasnodét | ooking for anything to r
she was just coming to the burial site to anoint the corpse of Jesus with
ointment and spices.

She was just paying her final respects to a dream and a hope that had

nd er g ged vwhyblrord it tim@. 'Blit bs she lingered in this place where men
C a lhat Buried Jes@, HE cBI¥dheP rdme ¥hél she immdd@iSy kP beybngd Mi |

a shadow of a doubt, He is alive!

He is not dead and buried and gone and non-existent. He is alive! She
heard His voice. She turned to Him and cried out in an audible voice,
“Teachead!t hrew her arms around H



This wasnodét just a figment of her i magination. This wasnodot | us

power of positive thinking. This was a Person. This was Jesus. “Wh o ar 8aulgriesw. "I mean sometimes we can become so
blinded by our misguided beliefs and presumptions that God speaks to
-5- -6-
She threw her arms around Him and He said,“* Don“t ¢l i ng utso amel, we dondt even recognize H
Mary, f or I haven®t yet "7 &odkg measd e d  tquestion. FHesaid-“alt heesm .Jesus, who you are
concepts, philosophies, ideologies donot talk to us. They donot
by name. Now listen to what happens next. *“ H gSaul), trembling and
astonished, said, ,Lor dasoswminalt do
When Jesus said, “ Ma r when"He called her by name, when He was the beginning of an unbeliev
s p o k e itanfidmedinder heart and in her mind and in her life. If you are very familiar with the Bible at all, you will remember that
soul the reality of the resurrection. Saul became such a different person with such a different spirit and with
such a different faith and commitment in lifed faith in Jesus and a
I understand that the latest Harris Poll reveals that about 34% of the commi t ment t o kigydoraHherkdnsarthd thagpeo@® d 6 s
people who live in the United States of America do not believe in the said, iHey, this i snot edtdhchangeaisramemne r s
resurrection of Jesus. That means that approximately one-third of somet hing. o
your friends, one-third of the people you work with, one-third of your
neighbors do not believe that Jesus is real and alive and at work in And, they did. They changed his name from Saul to Paulé and he
our worl d thelidve thaé Hisopromisestare true and became such a dynamic follower of Jesus that there are more books in
r el i dolmdtbeli@éve that Christianity is really relevant to their life the Bible written by Paul than anyone else. You see, when Jesus calls
and work and world. your name it confirms the reality of the resurrection.
But when He calls you by name, when you hear His voice, when He Now hereds a second thing that h

steps out of the shadows of life and reveals Hispresenceé e v er yt hi ng
changes. | snét that what happened wi titlCrestes A NewRélatidnahipsliussm?6t t hat what ha
of Tarsus? He became a new man with a new spirit and a new passion

In the early part of the book of Acts, you will not find anyone more and a new purpose in life and a new name. Before that incident on the

intolerant of Christianity than Saul of Tarsus. He did everything he Damascus Road when Jesus called Saul by name, he had been the

could to hound and harass Christians. He persecuted them. He churchdés worst critic, its worst

misused them. He abused them. He had no place in his life for Jesus. incident on the Damascus Road, he became its greatest ambassador.

He di dnot DblelthoughvCaristianmty wakia dangerous

and destructive thing. His relationship with Jesus changed. His relationship with the church
changed. His relationship with Peter and James and John changed.

He would have agreed with Karl Marxthat* r el i gi on i s t Bemephang aofynami c happens when

the masse . ” recognize it is Him.

But then one day as he is walking along the Damascus Road to pursue Donét you find it i nstrenrtlesdad whegn t h

and pour out his hatred on believers in that town, Jesus spoke to him He conquers death and sin and Satan, when He proves that truth is

and called out hisname. Hesaid,“ Saul , Saul , who d stroggerthandadsehsoel and that good is stronger than evil and that love

me ?” i's stronger than hatred and that



person to whom He choes to appear i&8 common woman with a

guestionable past?

Doesnot t hat

up
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to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, or to Caiaphas, the high priest,
andsaid,“ 1 *“m back. You
can®t. | “m here.

Il “m al

Or I would have found the biggest crowd of people I could find, some

of those who were three days earlier hollering, * Cr uci f vy

A Waoyld have justappdarbdiins
you

was.

Crucify him!
the midst in an extraordinary kind of way and said, “ S e e,
wrong. Il am who | said |

Or perhaps I would have appeared first to those disciples and leaders
and believers who wielded the most power and influence, the movers
and the shakers, those up front kind of people who can sway others.

But that s not who He
Magdal eneéa simple woman of
than the fact that Jesus had driven out some terrible demons in her
life.

You know, | think Jesus was trying to make a point when He
appeared first to Mary. When He called Mary by name, He was
saying that every person has worth in His sight, no matter how well
known (or unknown) that person is, no matter what his or her
background has been, no matter whether he or she is a male or a
female.

In the eyes of the world there was nothing significant about Mary. But
in the eyes of Jesus she was incredibly significant. She was His child
and He knew her by name.

You know, often when | talk to someone about Jesus they will say
something like,“ We | | , Il “m not a Ivkthem,
“That s great
condemning the religious leaders of His day because they had let their

s t r limkae | wguld baveavalkedi n t e rJesus said amegtithe, “* For |

i ve.

appeared
fai

b e ¢ a u Bleewasrcangtantip e r

religious rules and rituals and traditions get in the way of their
relationshipsd with God and with others.
not

have come to

religious!), but @uathedo® ®1M). SThe Messagéranslates these
words of Jesus likethis:“ | “m after mercy, not
-8-
t yonalpuhyou youi coutlt @@ adetssirders, not coddl e ins
You can"t keep me in the grave.’

Onanother occasion Jesus said, “ | lamger call you servants, because
a servant does gbosinesk nnetead, hhiave called s t
h iyomfriends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have make
ma k.n'own  todnisignonu ”
wer e
Jebus callsrus by rraree an8 whan Hedbes ti@tat ahearis that He is calling
me to a personal, intimate relationship with Him. Perhaps some of you
here this morning have never experienced the joy and the strength and
the assurance that comes from a personal, intimate relationship with
Jesus. But the resurrection means, if it means anything at all, that Jesus
has made this kind of relationship possible for you and for me.
to first. He appeared first to
tJelus wartied to hakedure that Maryrkrewd He mvas aliged s pesdnah e r
and precious was this relationship. And He wants that same kind of
relationship with you and with me.

Now her eds t hheppensiwvherrJetus dalls your gamet 1t a t
confirms the resurrection. It creates a new relationship.

Third - It Calls For A Response. Mary could have done several

things. She could have ignored Jesus. She could have thought, © We | |
this is just the gardener This is just some guy talking to me. For
goodness sakes |l eave me alone w
hurting here? Just | eave me alo

She could have doubted Jesus. “ We | | , it sounded |
crazy. |  kInto wniHet sj etadbe my e m

r e | iShg coddhave rgjeetad desisn When He began saying, i Go t her e
waesl | J dshuesn skerodld hdve said, h Ne wo wai t a mi
didn®"t sign up for all of this.



priori ties and my | ife. You"“ r e | Mbehsheavas k3iyearapf age,she triethta stofna whiite slave owner from
beating another slave and she took a blow to the head that nearly killed

But she didndt respond i n any o fhertlthookher monttes to ;ecoverr Mary embr aced Jes.

|l 6m sure there were things she didnodt understand about this whi

experience, but she made a simple to decision believe in Him and to When she was 24 years of age, she married a man by the name of John

embrace Him and to whatever He told her to do. Tubman. He, too, was a slave. But whenever she talked about
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She hurried off to the other diescppesagjtuetfasedemuisn htalde t rod rdt th
doéand shar“eld hahvee nseenesn, t h e L or dthatifsheevertriedto leave, he would turn her in himself. So when she

You know, when you truly hear the voice of Jesus, it calls for some
kind of response. You just have to do something. You just have to
tell someone.

Il 6 m t hi n k jasldoserthis meksdge, aboat another woman.
Not a woman from the Bible but a woman who lived right here in
America during the early part of the 19™ Century. If you were to look

decided to take her chances and head north, she did it alone, without a
word to him.

She made her way to Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love, by the
Underground Railroadd a secret network of free blacks, white
abolitionists and Quakers who hid slaves on the run and helped them
find freedom in the north. The year was 1849.

at her, you woul dbimeddsvery shortjaboyt 5 e s s eBdt thankext yaal, Harriett risked it all went back down south. You see,
feet tall, couldndot read or wr i tHarriett advowedtecgh mack and beirg et fdamiygo freedomd. Soshe s h e
smile at you, you would see that her top two teeth in front were started a new life as an Underground Railroad Conductord someone
missing. who would go and find slaves and help them find their way to freedom

on the Underground Railroadécon

She lived alone. She has been married at one time but left her
husband when she was 29 years of age. She gave him no warning
that she was leaving. One day he simply woke up and she was gone.

As for her employment, it varied. Most of the time she took small
domestic jobs in hotels and lodges and inns. She would scrub the
floors, make up the rooms and cook. She would work for several
months and then would suddenly disappear for a while. And then
come back broke and look for a job again.

When she was working, she seemed to work hard, but then at times
she would suddenly fall/l as|
sometimes even in the middle of a conversation. She claimed it was
the result of a blow to the head that she had received when she was a
teenager.

Her name?Harriett Tubman! Are you familiar with that name?
Harriet was born in Maryland in 1820 and started her life as a slave.

along the way.

So she would work every summer and winter, scrape together what
money she could, so she could travel down south in the spring and the
fall to look for slaves to help to freedom. She risked it all for others
because she had tasted freedom and nothing in this world tastes quite as
sweet as true freedom.

Over the course of next 10 years Harriett guided out of slavery more than
300 peopleémany of them members
trips to the south in all, plus another 11 trips all the way up to Canada,

thie end oftthie jeurneywhdrelfleedom wak guatargeed, thus earnikgéher n d

the nickname*“ Bl ack Moses.”
You see, when your | ife has been
some way. Mary went to the disciples withthenews,“ I  have s e«

L o r dWhd ae you going to tell’AWWhat are you going to do with this
incredible newsJesussays,” My sheep | i @othi€mv.t 0 n



In the midst of our noisy world, if you will linger a bit at the foot of
the cross and the empty tomb, she will step out of the shadows and
callyourname? Have you heard Hi mél mean really heard Hi m?



