SWIMMING AGAINST THE TIDE ‘ I I-Z-h - )
Being Holy in an Unholy World to me to seek my pastoral counsel. Shesaid,“ Past or Mar k,

o i ” glad I have found the Free Methodist Church. | love it here. | have
The Beauty of Holiness learned so much about Scripture and about really livitige Christian

i fe. But, | feel so guil tthatl I
Psalm 29:2 “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” (NKJV) just know something must be wrong. It has to be harder than this,
_ ] _ _ _ ] doesn*t it?”
There is a phrase in Scripture that occurs again and again and again
and again that always intrigues me. One of the places where we find Thatodos the concept a | odthatdtfis pe c
this phrase is in Psalm 29, the 2nd Verse, where the p8a|mISt exhorts Someth|ng grlm and rigorous and hard and palnful and bleak.
us:“ Wor ship the Lord i®mthe beauty of holiness?”

) A newspaper editor wrote this little editorial several years ago. Perhaps
Thebeautyofholinesst That 6s the phrase thatyoqroqks & eMYy iCtUri ofel twrjites:

Now | et 6s Ilyhonestwithome anptherthis reoming. How

many of us would ever even think of associating beauty with In church last Sunday I noted a small child who was turning
holiness? around smiling at everyone. He wasn’t gurgling, spitting,

humming, tearing the hymnbooks apart, or rummaging through

Listen, I gr ew up Ourfamilpatteiidadarddi ne s s c‘)hls néoﬂleﬂ TPES .He was just smiling.
were members of the Forest Hills Pilgrim Holiness Church. | t 6 s Suddenly his mother jerked him around, and in a stage whisper
where | came to know Jesus as my Savior and Lord. | owe a deep, that everyone could hear, said, “Stop grinning. You’re in church.”
deep debt of gratitude to the members and ministries of that church. With that she gave him a slap on the hind side, and as the tears
rolled down his cheeks, she added, “That’s better,” and returned to
But when | think of holiness and how it was preached, presented and her prayers.
lived in the life of that congregation there are many words that come The editor goes onto comment,“ | f you can®“t grin
to my mind but beautifuli s not one of them. fheydhobhmyousd fshPofusHave adistorted view of
knew never smiled very much. They were grim and gloomy and harsh holiness. ltos a heavy word for
(and sometimes just downright sour!) and seemed to frown on anything old fashioned word. It drudges up all kinds of negative and unpleasant
that was fun or pleasurable. images.
It was like they were soaked in embalming fluid. They never looked We think of peopl e whpeplewboclaineh o6 t
like they enjoyed anything in life. And if, perchance, they did find to be holy but were harsh, people who claimed to be Spirit-filled but

something they did enjoyéthey alyydsisandsthctahd m&rdildss! plople whoRISmMed to bk shnctified

) but in reality were just sanctimonious.
| remember a woman who came to see me one day when | was serving

She had grown up in one of these very conservative, legalistic, our personal vocabularies. We have deleted it from the hard-drive
. _ want it. We dono6t desirada it. O
Her e0s swahiad tsch eme . Here was the fAproblemo thag brought her



completely beyond our reach, our hope, the realm of possibility.

And, yet, again and again and again and again the Bible talks about
the® beauty o fIf yduthink holieessss an’unattractive,
unsightly, distasteful thing then let me just remind you that one of
Godos attributes, one of Hi
holiness.
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t“Swimming AgdinstThe Tidefor s e r
“Being Holy in an Unholy World.” We live in the midst of a culture
that is not user-friendly to a Christian believerd to a man or a woman
who wants to live a holy.
character.i
Now, frankly, that is not anything new. Back when Jesus lived and
walked upon the face of this earth, He said, “ Wi dtke gatesand broad

) one

of

Hi s

trai

Isaiah 6:3-“ Ho |l vy, hol vy, holy 1 s the Istherdad that leadgtdvdestryction, and mamheatér éhrough it. But
earth i s f ulnly Three tirhes is onegchapter the’ small is the gate andarrow the road that leads to i, and only a few
psalmist writes of God, “ He i Spsanivop IOne df the names of f 1 n dvathbw 11314 NIV).
Jesusis“t he Holy @®@wenvgf God”
I f youdre going to r esphoinldetheno t h
If you know Jesus, if you truly know God, you know that He is |l i sten, youobdbre going to have to
anything buy harsh or grim or merciless or ugly. H e 6 sLilytofthe havetobecounter-c ul t ur e . Youbre going to
Valley, H e thsBright and Morning Star; H e &arestohTen through | ife thatdéds not all that
Thousand He OLsght ofithe Word “ 1 n hi m t h e r eisthewgayofrblessing and the way of life and a thing of exquisite beauty.
dar kne s@onastiv). Bdisl*f ul |  of gremese and truth?”
NIV).
And so | want to encourage you to pursue holiness because the Bible
I love it when we sing that little chorus in worship: says,” Wi t h o u t (withowslirhmimgegsinst the tide, without walking the
. narrow way, without being different from the world, standing apart) no one will see
O Lord, YQu’re beautiful t he LHi@reivs €b:24 NIV).
Your face is all | seek.
For when Your eyes are on this child, . . . .
Your grace abounds to me. Therefore, | have a very simple question to ask you this morning. What
kind of a Christian are you?
Jesus is holy. God is holy. Holiness is a beautiful thing. It is not
harsh or stale or bleak or outdated. It is not something to fear or Not long ago | was talking to a man about Jesus and | had the
dread or avoid. It is a beautiful thing! And when you see it opportunity to ask him,“ Ar e y ou a HE€lbcked eges witla n ?
embodied in the life of a man or a woman it will take your breath me for justa moment and then kind of looked away and said,“ We | | , |
away. a member of a chur c Butthentibaddled, b Ed i e
be honest with you, Il “m not real
Charles Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachersone put it like this:
“The serene, sil ent beauty of aAs héntabkbd yand then ldteleon ag | sbsertedhhew hetivedhis lifepl comice r f u
influence in the world, next t o sekthaehisseli-cdtioidm was prettyadtigate. 3 p imeiatn tfe @ad n

And so thatodés what wedre going

over the course of these next several Sundays 1 the Beauty of
Holiness. God calls us to live holy lives. Listen to what He says in

a Christian, if he was a Christian at all!

be tal king about
You may remember that in the twilight of his public ministry, the
famous Pentecostal preacher and healer, Oral Roberts, left the
1" Peter1:16. “ Be holy, beawuse | am h o deyorhination

t o

and

focusing



e  “You must be born again” (ohn 3:7 NIv).

-5- -6-
with which he had been affiliated all of his life, the Pentecostal e “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit0
Holiness Church, and joined the United Methodist Church. When (John 3 6 NIV)

someone askedhim,* Why i n t he wahat? Arewwpoul d you

turning your back on the Charis ma[?'q N@OdW§Q§|¥ﬁ‘@ﬁe§U‘5thmn'ght° Did he place faith in Him?
t he evi de nrcfat hpsaid, “nRasb bdio, Awe s

Hesaid,“ No, no, not at all . Il just b(QéJ |arie 8 (pacheg whe has eo@eyfrogy Sedy Eor pogpnecould p
revival to America and there is no greater mission field in America perform the miraculous signs you are doing ifd@ were not with
todayt han the United Methodist Chur & Nens2ny.

Now, beinga Met hodi st, that hurts a I iNptenlygddhgbeligveHim, hglovedhim. AfeChristis giugified, 5

because a person is a member of a church d 0 e s n Othat there a n it is Nicodemus who brings a box of very precious and expensive
much of a Christian. Those two wéPiceg® angint dhe,bgdy of Ouf hopdn Phnfe doed Him!ANog s o
ask you this morning: What kind of a Christian are you? question about that.

On the pages of the New Testament you find several different kinds But let me remind you of what kind of Christian Nicodemus was.

of Christians. They can be divided, really, into two groups; namely, He was a Fearful Christian. Not only did he first come to Jesus

those who have power in their lives for Jesus and those who do not. under the cloak of darkness, in secrecy, making sure no one else

Let me see if | can show you what | mean. khnewé he also lived out his life and his relationship with Jesus in

that way.

In the book of John we are introduced to a man who is usually ] ] _
identified by these wordsd theman® wh o at f i r st came INJhn7jvargagof howthere was a special meeting one night by

ni gy, | t 6s refer rNodpmus.of ¢ our s &ereligiogs leaders in Jerusalem and there was one thing on the
agenda They had gathered to determine how to get rid of Jesus.

Nicodemus was a man of high standing in the community. He was a And Nicodemus is there. He is amember of the board, a member of
religious leader, a Pharisee. He was a member of the most powerful the committee, and he sits and listens as the scribes and the Pharisees
and influential board in all of Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin. He was a discuss how to get rid of Jesus.

ruler, a judge. But his heart was drawn to Jesus. ) . o
They talk about using force, killing Him, his friend, Jesus. So what

And so one night when it is dark and no one can see him, he slips did Nicodemus do? What would you have do¥ed would think,
through the shadows and knocks at the door where Jesus is staying. woul dnodot you, tdhaestooupfooht Biendj s w
And they talk, heart to heart, soul to soul, spirit to spirit. You may would have tried to somehow halt this runaway jury.
remember that it was in the midst of this midnight conversation that _ R
Jesus said to Nicodemus those eternal words: You would think, wouldndt you,
up and said something likethis:“ Li st e n, | “ v gentne t
e “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only a whole evening with Him, questioning Him, talking with Him,
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but l i stening to Him. Il “m convi nce

have eternal life” (ohn 3:16 NIV) | “ve decided to accept Him as ¢



Did he say that™o. That would have aroused a storm of criticism with a cloth. Jesus said gbnaut he

and controversy. He believed it but he was afraid to say it. But his NKJV).
heart is
-7- -8-

about to burst so he has to say something. He puts in a good word for He is alive but his hands and his feet are bound. He is incapacitated. He
Jesus. He says, “ Does our |l aw condemn acamadt wialhko.ut Hei rcsatn 6t r un.andsinrHe ¢
hearing him to fingmrmaust Yevdhha,t ihtebasny #&oinwWg®f constructive way. H
abstract and vague, but i1itbés something.

I have met Christians who are like that. The Master has spoken and they
However, when one of his peers stands up and points a finger at him have responded to His voice. But they are so tied up with the
andsays,“ Ar e you f r o nonGan.iAfegor pne of o o ? "graveclothes of the old life, the old way, that they are spiritually
them? Nicodemus just melts in fear, shrinks away, and never says incapacitated and powerless to make much of a difference for Jesus.
another word.

Is tha the kind of Christian you aéea Powerless Christian? You
He loved Jesus without doubt. He believed in Him, but he had no may be thinking,* Wel | , what do you mean b
power for Jesus because of his timidity. ol d [llsimplgn®edn this: It may be some harmful habit from the old

l i fe that you just havendot | et ¢
Is that the kind of Christian you areYou have come to Him, you spiritual energy that you have. It may be some old friendship you have
have believed in Him, you have been saved by Him, you love Him, carried i nt o dgnmaginganddestwctiVeantjestkdeps at 6
but you just shrink back from speaking out for Him when the pulling you back spiritually.

opportunity presents itself. Powerless for Jesus!
't may be some kind of bitternes

Think of all of the things Nicodemus could have said and could have been willing to release to the Lord. There are all kinds of things that can
done. It might have made a real difference in Jerusalem. But we will so bind us up spirituall yfebythat e
never know because he was a powerless Christian. voice of Jesus and we come forth from the spiritual grave we find
ourselves helpless and powerless and unable to hardly do anything for
Thereds another kind of powerl e8lim Christian that i s pictured ir
book of John. The reason is so different but the effect is just the
same. Inthe 11" chapter of John, we find the story of Lazarus. He, Is that the kind of Christian you are? Is that the reason why you have so
too, was a friend of Jesus and a follower, but one day he became little power God?t h Godéand for
deathly ill and died and they buried him in a tomb.
Well, 1 d6m happy to tell you that
His sisters, Mary and Martha, send for Jesus and Jesus comes. In in the New Testamentd a completely different kind of Christian than the
the midst of all of the weeping and the wailing and the mourning, Fearful Christian or the Powerless Christian. It is the ideal, according
they go to the gravesite where the body of Lazarus has been buried to Jesus, of what a Christian ought to be.
and speaks words of life to thisdead man. Hesays,” Lazar us, ¢ o0 me
f O r onkui’as nkov). Have you everwondered,We | | , what is it that
my | ife? What is it He Ibekepeghet s
Now catch this. The Scripture says, “He who had died came out answer to both of those questions are found in some words Jesus spoke

bound hand and foot with graveclotlseand his face was wrapped tothe peopleof Hisdayan d t hey 6r e r eZ'chapieeoi f o



the Gospel of John.

Here iswhat Jesus said, “ | f  a n ngty, letehimtcdmie to me and
-0-

drink. He who believes in me, as the Scripture has said, out of his
heart wil |l fl ow @énizsusenkivs O f

| believe Jesus is talking here about the Spirit-Filled Christiand that
man or woman who is filled with the Spirit of God, who is filled with
life and love and joy and peace and patience and kindness and

goodness and faithfulness and gentleness and self-controlé a nd wh o

just lifts up and encourages and refreshes and brings life to anyone
and everyone around them.

How do you do that? How do you become Spitled Christian?
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Notice where Jesus beginsd it begins with thirst and belief. “ | f

| 1 v i n gnyona thimsts, let him come to me addnk. He who believes in me,

as the Scripture has said, out of his heart wilbw rivers of living
water .’

Are you really thirsty to be fil
and tired of being a Fearful, Powerlegoundup Christian? Do you
really believe that God is dnabl e
ask or imaine, according to his power that is at work with us, and in

Christ Jesus?o0
Notice what Jesus says. It is very important that you catch this and
understand. He says, “ Ou t of hi s heafrlitingwi | | Dd Iyoow rrievadrl y bel i eve that Heds |
w a t eThe stteam must flow in but it must also flow out. There says,  Be hol vy, bex’™ause | am holy
must be an open channel wupwardéand a clear channel inwardébut
the objective is that there mi ghlftso, letee eacourage yioh to prag asimplallittlé fouspart payertthvg a r d ¢

it can water and bring life to the parched earth.

But, you see, before it can flow out it must fill up. And, really, the
outflow is nothing more than an overflow. There must be a
flooding inside before than can be a flowing out. You see, it is only
through the overflow of the fullness of God within our lives that we
can ever hope or expect to bring life and encouragement and

morning.

Save Me! Now | know what some of you are probably thinking. You

are saying to yourself, “* Bu t , Pastor Mar k, [N/
prayer. | “ve asked Jesus to sav
heart as Savior."w

enrichment to others. Thisprayerismor e t han just a prayer fo

believers. ltds a prayer for CF
| heard about a man who lived in England who was praying for an pray. 't is a prayer of total de
outpouring of Godés Spirit upon' Gprids dhem@aah t afav areyile s ayovipever. e
prayed. He said, “ O, Locdn“twehold much, Ibuwte wei edn 't doesn"t work whe
overfl oWhahooés! exactly what Jesu&WNn switsgdlokm,n gmMya ot rh @hmdéd eousness
“Out of his heart will flow rivers of I|living water.”’

“God, save me from my sins, save
Thatos the kind ofl rhati st hatn o henweierse o Pitupigoride and sedtifficiency, save merém the

Christian you want to be? want to be a Balcony Person Nnot a
Basement Person. | want to encourage people, refresh them, lift
them up, give them hope, show them the way instead of being one of
those kinds of persons who just drag other people down, discourage
them, suck the life out of them.

situations
without you.

| "Save rheabecauseyl just cannbtimbke it

Now hereds t he second

morning.

part of t



I’ll work for You.
Cleanse Me! You may remember that when Jesus rode into

Jerusalem triumphantly that the first thing He did was go to the Jesussays,“ | f anyone thir st sdrinklHetwhohi m
Temple and cleanse it. He overturned the tables of the money believes in me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow
changers, drove out all who rivers of living water .’

-11-
buying and selling and abusing others, and said,* My house wi | | be

cal l ed a h omasee2r1300¥), bup youahgve alldwed it
become a den for robbers and thieves.

Just ask yourself this morning: If Jesus came into the temple of life,
what tables would He overturn? What elements of my life would He
want to drive out? In what areas of my life have | allowed evil and
corruption to exist to the point that it cuts against the grain of
everything He has called me to be?

We need to pray, “ Go d , c | eCleanseemy nife like You
cleansed the Temple. Drive out everything that is not pleasing to
You. "’

Now here is the third part of the prayer that | encourage you to pray
today.

FilMe! “ God, fill me with Your Spirit. I n all of those areas where
You have cleansed me from evil and unholy thoughts and actions,

fill me with Your Spirit—the Spirit of love, the Spirit of pwer, the

Spirit of grace.’”

Use Me! “ God, I can-®t hold much of your Spirit, but I can
overflow | ots."”

“God, don"t |l et my Christianity be defined just by what | beli e\
my head, how many verses | "ve memorized, how many times | "ve
gone to church, hoveloquently I can pray, but let my Christianity

be defined by how I l'ive my | ife, by how it influences others.”

Jesus, use me. Oh Lord, don’t refuse me
For surely there’s a work that I can do.
Even though it makes me humble,

Lord, help my will to crumble

And though the cost be great



