SWIMMING AGAINST THE TIDE great ift of
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Being Holy in an Unholy World forgiveness God adds also the great gift of the Holy Spirit. He is
“Holiness At Home” the source of power who meets our need to escape from the
miserable weakness that grips us. He gives us the power to be truly

Ephesians 5:15-6:4 good.

Holiness is not something that is narrow or negative or nitpicky. It is

. . . . et
We're in the midst of a series of sermons entitled “Swimming empowering. It is liberating. It is a beautiful and wonderful thing.

Against The Tide” with a sub-title: “Being Holy In An Unholy

” i i
World.” God wants every one of us to live holy lives. Now | was tempted today, because it is Mother’s Day, to set this series

Rf serm%s asdde fora ii]aek and bring a traditional kind of Mother’s Day
message.. somethmg like The Wondeful Gift of Motherhoodor Seven
Ways b Love Your Motheior Heaven Help the Homer How to Be a
Godly Motter...or something like that.

The Scripture says in Ephesians 1:3,“ Pr ai se be to t
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in
him before the creation of the worlatbe holy and blameless in his

S 1 (Epnbsiafs 1:3-4 New Inernatioal Version). But as | was praying about what | should preach about and whether |

should interrupt this series of sermons about holiness, my eyes were
drawn_ (I ellev ky the Spirit of God) to one of the classic “holiness”
scrlp{’n ral passag Any preacher who has ever preached a sermon on
scriptural holiness has probably at some point in his life preached a
sgrmop f}r/om this text.

God’s plan for your life is for you to be holy. He says to us on more

than one occasion in Scripture,* Be hol y, be @qeitss e |
11:44 New International Version). [N 1St Peter 1:15, Simon Peter writes,“ J u s t
as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written, , Be h ol @rgeriibiedesin@ntios @rsionl a m

I’'m talking about the words of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 5—
specifically, verse 18, but let me read it for you in its context beginning
with verse 15.

And so during these Sunday morning worship services, we have been
focusing upon the Beauty of Holiness.

Dr. Billy Grahamwritesinthefi I nt r o dohigbbok, he idoly Be very careful, then, how you lived not as unwise but as wise,
Spirit: Activating: God"s Power | nmakimg theemostof efer§ opportunity, because the days are evil.
. ) i Therefore do not be foolish, but understandwh at t he Lor dos
Man has two great spiritual needs. One is forforg|yeness. The is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead,
ot her i s f Godhegrd thad first arsfér help, that be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
cry for forgiveness, and answered it at Calvary. God sent His and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the
only Son into the world to die for our sins, so that we might be Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
forgiven. Thisis agiftforusd Godods gi ft of salvat thé)rférﬁe%fjo%r Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 5:15-20 New
God also heard our second cry, that cry for goodness, and International Version
answered it at Pentecost.
“Be fill ed wAnyanhd eterly lolinéSspprieacher wwho'is
God does not want us to come to Christ by faith, and then lead worth his salt has focused upon and emphasized this passage of
a life of defeat, discouragement, and dissension. Rather, He Scripture. “ B e i ed "wWiJtuhs tt haes Shpel rw hto
wants to O6fulfill every desire Olﬁog?/o neossb@ntfllc)'hye wrcl)rglq yoad 5‘ .

with power; in order that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
may be gl or i"f Thessdlonians 1:M-62) oo the2



But here’s where the Spirit of God spoke to me these past couple of
weeks. Usually we stop reading there. It’s the end of the paragraph. The next verse in this passage is verse 21. Let’s read on from there.
It completes the thought. It’s a nice, short, concise passage of

Scripture to Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives,
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submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of
which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so

-3-
read and preach from and so that becomes our text.

But the Scripture passage doesn’t end there. That’s not the end of the also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
chapter. Paul has more to say about this matter of holiness. And, so, o _
he writes on. But do ya remember what he talks about in his very Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and

gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his

next breath? He talks about our homes, our marriages, our
families, our children, our parents...how we act and live and
talk and relate at home.

You see, holiness begins at home. Someone hassaid,” Ho me i st h &yife |oves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but
seminary of al |l JohnhWesley, the foenderiof ut i 0 n efeeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the Churchd for we
Methodism, said, “ | | earned more about Ch rarememberaonhisboyy. f r om my
mot her than from all the theologians of England.” _
AiFor this reason a man wil |l |l eave
united to his wife, and the two w

C.T. Studd, one of the greatest missionaries who ever lived, once

o i . . rofound mysteryd but | am talking about Christ and the church.
wrote, “ T h est tdstef a sanctified man is to ask his family about b SRy g

However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves

him.” himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
So notice what the apostle Paul says right after he exhortsusto“ b e Children, obey your parents in
filled wi t Hebringsepth®p $wWord-tsubmission. your fat herd whichd thefiostcomenandmentwitha
Ugh! We donét | i ke ltsdnds cold shitisrumland d o wefrOmMised fit hat [ wellwnith you apebihatyou may enjoy
down our spines. We bristle at the sound of that word. Submit? °ong 'te on the earth.o
SUBMIT? Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up

in the training and instruction of the Lord.
il dm not g 0 i Thay's oppessive. UThansi tytrahni@al. Ephesians 5:2—6:4 New International Version
That’s asign of weakness.” |~ am woman, hear me |yafddmphasize threelthing®thi€morning on this Mother’s Day that
man . God made me t lidd nhoeta dt ad fk tifgl rREMEELEHENTE ‘These are the three things | want you to take home
about s u l®mhowseigebal of tbese negative vibes when with you this morning.

we hear this word “submit.”

Number One - Our Families Are Tremendously Important. Now

Bl_Jt after exhorting us to be fil _l € d whe verpfirst he SyBu'pIrob'abiy alr”eady know that...but I just want to re-emphasize that
thing Paul talks about is this matter of submission and he talks about truth this morning from Scripture.

it in terms of our homes, our marriages, our families, our children,

our parents, the way we act and live and talk and relate with those When God created the world, He established the family. It was
closest to us.

t

h e



important to him. Someone has said it like this. Human history
began with a wedding—because creation wasn’t finished until there
wasthe® ma r r of&dpmedhd Eve. And human history will end
with a marriage—the® mar r i age s u p pneeavero f
-5-

Small wonder that Jesus’ first miracle was at a wedding—the
wedding in Cana of Galilee when Jesus turned water into wine. God
is the one who established families. Hesaid,” A° man wi

give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, he@ much more will your Father in
heaven give good gi f{wdthd 7ot Newinttnadind S €

t h evesidn)a mb ”

father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become

one f(dene@s S24New International Version).

Families aren’t just some kind of sociological pattern that has
evolved through the course of human history. It’s not just some kind
of “mating” pattern that identifies the “human animal.” When God
created the world, he established families.

When God gave the Law, He protected the family. Two of the Ten
Commandmentspeak specifically to the protection of the family.
God wanted to protect the parent-child relationship and so the 5™

Commandmentsays,” Honor your fat hewos and
19:12 New International Version).

God also wanted to protect the marriage relationship between the

husband and the wife and so the 7" Commandmentsays,“ You s h al
not C 0 MMi texoduguotls Med intern@iokial Yersion).

When God wanted to reveal Himself, He often used images of the

family. Forinstance, Hesaid,” As a f at her has <co
children, so the Lord has a0 mpa
103:13 New International Version).

In another place, Hesays,” As a mot her csowlflor t s

c omf O r (kaan 6% 1I0Nel International Version).

He said to people who had been unfaithful to Him, * , Ret ur n

faithl ess
cure you

people," decl ares
(0] f(Jerenhih&lG 2KN&v thternatichal Vdidd). "

When He talks to us about prayer, He says,“ Whi ch of

t he

you,

asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will

ust.miserapile. e can,t handle it.
S] | W ?Q% d ;
sion 0N hose
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When God talks about the church, He refers to her as His “bride.” In
fact, Hesays,” As a bri degr oom r ewillyaourc e s
Savde rieij ©1 Qs@he20Ny BefnationayVvasidd).”

Even when God disciplines us, He disciplines us in the spirit of a loving
father disciplining his son. He says,

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For
what son is not disciplined by his father...Our fathers disciplined
us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for
our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been

trained by it. Hebrews 12:7, 10-11 New
International Version

whéh Gdd warrqtgdtto ri‘n\(/eacgle our world and live among us as our Guide
and Savior, He entered a family. He came into this world as a child, not
an adult. He lived in a family. He had siblings. He obeyed His parents.
I-lle cared for His mother.

God must think that families are pretty important. So should we. Let’s
face it. If things are bad at work but fine at home, we can handle it. But
irl;]thirgssare fiine at work and fine financially but bad at home, then life is

hi

And, so, that’s the first thing I want to emphasize this morning — Our
faﬁ\i(laies are tﬁef" nﬂously important. Never, never, never lost sight
of that Fact! CYes, lite 1S busy. Yes, you want to do well in your chosen
profession. Yes, making money is important. It comes in pretty handy
at times. Yes, you want to provide as much financial security for your

who fear m”

Ilie gsrp%ssmle. \@eso you nleed tél) 1r‘]|1nd some Olrltletsnll’llijOU}S Igenthc?t...l

bring you joy. But never at the expense of your family.

hi s son



Our families are tremendously important. Now here’s the second

thing | want to emphasize this morningonthisMot her 6 s Day Someonehasputitlikethis:* I f you wi | | l ay you

Submission Is The Golden Key That Unlocks Happiness
Within The Home. Now | know that just sounds crazy. It seems
that the opposite would be true. But when the Bible begins to talk
about harmony
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within the home, it always begins with this issue of submission.

Now that really shouldn’t surprise us because the “golden key” that
unlocks the doorway to an intimate, personal relationship with God is
thisthingcalled* sub mi ssi on."”

Jesussaid,“ | f anyone would come after

and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to
save his |ife wild.l |l ose it, but
(Luke 9:23-24 New International Version). That’s jUSt another term for
“submission.

Think of some of the hymns we sing. What do the talk about?
Surrendering, submitting to God.

All to Jesus | surrender,

All to Him | freely give;

I will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.

| surrender all,
| surrender all.
All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
| surrender all.

Or what about this one—the third verseof* Roc k o?f Ages

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, 1 to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Savior, or | die!

He wil |l t ake yWhenallthatyouarblis asailablatans . ”
all that God is, then all that God is is available to all that you are.

God can’t fill with His Spirit a vessel—a person—that is already filled
with other things. He can only fill an empty vessel, a person that is
surrendered and submissive to Him.
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So why should it surprise us when God reveals to ushiblness at
home begins with t hi dt'stheh‘doldegkeyt a | |
that unlocks happiness within the home. The Biblesays,” Sub mi t t o
another out of reverence for Chr

And then it gets real specific. “ Wi ves, s ulushandsasto y
t mee , L@hymdn.lokie te quotedhat verge, dbnit wa's Especfally in the

middle of a marital disagreement! But you see, that verse isn’t written to

meh Tha weree is wilittensoeng wifh. iTkere re federal fawsmagainse  wi i
opening other peopled6 s mai | !

Myverseisverse25.* Husbands, | ove your wi
the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, withoustain or blemish, but holy and

bl amel ess.”

Do you remember how Christ loved the churd®you get what He is
saying here? Even though we as human beings can be sinful and
despicable and displeasing and evil, Jesus has chosen to love us
nevertheless, to pour His grace out upon us, to treat us better than we
deserve to be treated, and to present us to His Father as though we are
perfect and clean and holy and blameless and spotless.

I’m not making this stuff up. The Bible says in Romans 3:22,“ T hi s
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
b el I (@wimnemitonal version). It’s not our righteousness he’s talking
about. Our righteousness isas “ f 1 | t hiy Hisrsighg But Jesus
clothes us with His righteousness, covers us with His blood, provides for

us a “wedding garment” for the marriage supper of the Lamb that is pure

and spotless and wrinkle-free.



rather than to the punch, how long do you think that disagreement will

Now here’s the thing. 1am to love my wife in that same kind of way. last? Not long! Not long at all.
You know, Paul isn’t really talking about authority, my rights, my
power, my privileges, when he talks about leadership here—me being What a difference that could make in our homes! Living by the
a leader in the home. He is talking about responsibility. My principle of mutual submission creates an atmosphere for love
responsibility is to be the peacemaker—to be the one to build the and appreciation, not bitterness and resentment.
bridge and to mend the relationship when it gets broken.1 s ndt t hat
how Christ loved the church? Now there’s a word here for children. You thought you were going to
-9- -10-

You see, when we have a disagreement, I don’t have the right to sit in get off easy this morning@hildren are also to live by this principle of
acorner and mutter under my breath,” She*“ s wr ong..and stmssidonowLhil dren, obey your pare
she"s wrong. She owes me an appHoggr y&he ha telkidsk:itnanedihmaig.lee h'e”
ways and | *"m just going to sit here and stew unti|l she"s ready
admit that | *"m right.” And because God knows us so well, He has a special word for us fathers

when it comes to our relationship with our children. “ Fat her s,
Arenodot you gl ad t haBeduse,listen, tve’'rh o w GeRadperate yar thidren; ;n&ead, bring them up in the training and
proud creatures. If God had waited for Adam and Eve to have I nstruct i O (ephesinsh:s Nels ifrtional her@ory. d 7
changed their ways and admit their error and come crawling back to
Him, He would still be waiting. They were hiding. They were Don’t drive them—Ilead them. Don’t push them too hard—encourage
ashamed. They were afraid. It was God, the One who had been them. Don’t set the standard of your expectations so high that they can
wronged, that went hunting for them, cryingout,” Ad a m, wh e r enevarreah it—but be quick to pick them up when they fall and forgive
you?” them when they fail and to bind up their wounds when they hurt.
Now, yes, my wife has a role to play, too. Her verse is verse 22. But Our families are tremendously important. Submission is the
that’s her mail to open and I need to leave that in her hands. Yes, golden key that unlocks happiness within the home. Now here’s
she’s to be submissive, too. But, again, it has little to do with the third thing | want to emphasize this morning.
authority and privileges and rights and everything to do with
responsibity. My Earthly Relationships With The People Around Me Will

Profoundly Affect My Heavenly Relationship With God. Our
She, t00, is to be dedicated to living by this principle of submission— horizontal relationship with the people around us and our vertical
being a peacemaker, taking the first step, building a bridge and relationship with God are intricately connected together.
helping to mend the relationship when it gets broken. But even if she
doesn’t accept the responsibility of her role, if I’'m going to love like Do you remember how Jesus taught His disciplesto ptaf?or gi v e
Jesus loved, then I’11 be the one to take that first step, I’1l be the one to ourdebts,a we f or gi v dt’sthewily patefbht mayes . ”
try to bring reconciliation to the relationship, I’ll be the one to forgive, that Jesus felt He needed to expound upon. Hesaid," For i f you
I’1l be the one to be gracious and treat her better than she deserves to men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
be treated. you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, yotather will not

f or gi ve (MatBewb1s-15 NS intefMatBnal Version).
Now hereds t he Ifrbetladf Usyry tec putotHese t hi n g .
principles into action—if both us try to beat each other to the apology You can’t be right with God and wrong in the ways you relate with



other people. The Biblesaysin1®John4:20,“ Anyone who does not
love his brother, whom he has seemymot love God, whom he has
not BN IRerhhtional Version).

Here’s my point. If I’'m going to be serious about this call to holiness,
this call of God to live a holy life, it must begin at home. I can’t be
wrong at home and right with God.
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Our families may come in many different sizes, styles, and shapes.
We may not all have happy, fairytale families to talk about. But
whatever they may have been and whatever they are—perhaps broken
and fractured and damaged—God wants to nurture them and enrich
them...and it begins with you and with me.

So let me close the message this morning by giving you four questions
to think about and pray about.

e Could God use my family as an example to others of
His relationship with humanity?

e Could God use my marriage as an example of Christ’s
love for the church?

e If God were looking for a family to which He could
entrust His only Son, could He choose my family and
do it with confidence?



