SWIMMING AGAINST THE TIDE

Being Holy in an Unholy World
“Clogged Channels”

Isaiah 63:9-10

I want to express a special word of “congratulations” to our high
school and college graduates this morning.

I’'m reminded on an occasion such as this of the words of a great
general—General Bob Knight, Hall of Fame college basketball
coach.

Now I know he’s not very popular here in Michigan or in most places
but he did lead his teams to more wins than any other NCAA
basketball coach in history.

Shortly after his 1976 Indiana University basketball team captured the
National Championship—which, by the way, was the last team to go
through the whole year and win the championship undefeated (1 just
thought | would throw that in!}—Bob Knight was asked by a news reporter,

“Why is it that your basketball
successful ? l's it the will to
Bob Knight answered likethis:* The wi I | t o

> 11 tell you
will to go out there every day and train and build those muscles and
sharpen those skills. Everybody, in some measure, has a will to
succeed. The secret to success

We applaud all of our graduates. You have demonstrated that you
have a “will to prepare.” And now you’ll move on to the next stage of
your lives. So we pause today to recognize your achievements, to lift
you up in our prayers, and to express to you the deep sense of pride
we have for you in our hearts and in our minds.

As | was thinking about the message this morning and the great
opportunity each graduate has to make a really powerful impact upon
this world, one question kept floating to the surface of my mind.
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Here’s the question that just wouldn’t go away: Well what is it this
world needs more than anything else? ['ve pondered that question
again and again in my mind the past several days and | have an answer.

What this world needs more than anything else is Spirit-filled
Christians. Let’s bring it a little closer to home and sharpen the focus.
What this church needs more than anything else is Spirit-filled
Christians.

Now before you begin to take me to task and say, “ We | | wh at
world peace and what about justice and what about compassion and
thewellb ei ng of a ILét mejuat relindryad &f Wwhat the
Bible says in Romans 14:17,“ For t he ki ngdom of
of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
S P [ (Nei/vlrfrerﬁ’ational Version).

“ T h e tofthe &pirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithful ness, g e Nt (Gagial 2223 New ii@rfdticdal S € |
vesion. A S0 whyés t he @& &oaouimaywonder.isPlacsh oa
Murphy, if there are supposedly 2.dlibn Christians in this world, if a

third of the population is Christian, then where is all of this love and joy

antdeaprer‘]laf)c”%t ahBdpygBandssr&l ways s

succe

Here’s the problem. There are a lot of people in this world who are

. , S uccee deplicfanlinMh fib ’E?rdfe,ﬁs to belHribtian, but who are anything
wh&at sstmer il mpoo taﬁd%v%rﬂh%éb%t"‘ﬁlled

with Godd sPirf.

Listen to what Dr. Billy Graham says. If ever there has been a prophet

inodt da;'/, iphas%e@n\éfllngahaﬁ. H& Has trgvele'd &lounl theSvBr@d ™ € -
preaching the gospel. He has been a counselor to kings and presidents

and prime ministers. He has preached to more than 214 million people in

185 countries.

If anyone has an accurate reading on the spiritual condition of the
Christian Church around the world, it has to be Billy Graham. Listen to
what he says. I’'m quoting him word for word.

The very fact that some of us believe one thing and some another

doesnotd o away with the fact that God



-3-

Holy Spirit. o I believechodii s i s the greatest neé4'd_of the chur
Jesus Christ today. How I praise Thee, Precious Savior,

That Thy love laid hold of me;
Everywhere | go | find that Godo6s p e opTheuhdstaaweld andsclramsedtamdifilhed me
Godbs people are hungry for somet hi ng; Thatd chighs Thypclkannplbee ar e
thirsting for something. | find among professing Christians a
great need and lack, a feeling of insecurity, and defeat in their Channels only, blessed Master,
Christian lives. But with all Thy wondrous power

Flowing through us, Thou canst use us
The church today is powerless. We are gathering for our Every day and every hour.
prayer meetings, church services and Sunday School . o
conventions. Christians meet; Bible classes are conducted; Bible But sometimes the channel gets clogged, the flow of God’s Spirit gets
schools are carried on, but we have no power because we do not blocked and all of that wondrous power—power for God to really use us
have the Spirit of God in power and in fullness, in our lives. and bless us in a marvelous and meaningful way—ceases to surge in and
The Bible says, iBe ye filled wi tthroughm@rli\@spi rit. o

And so as | peer into the future and think about our graduates and
think about our young people and think about the future of this church
and the Church, I'm brought face-to-face with this crucial truth:
What this world needs, what this church needs, more than
anything else is Spirit-filled Christians.

Paul described it like this:* Havi ng a form of god]I
P O W @ tTimothy 3:5 New International Version). Have you ever known anyone like
that? They look like a Christian. They talk like a Christian. They know

all of the lingo and the language. They have all of the rites and the rituals

down pat. They talk a good game but when push comes to shove there is

just nothing there when it comes to the fruit of the Spirit. Love? Joy?
Peace? Patience? Kindness? Goodness? Faithfulness? Gentleness?
Selfcontrol? Forget it! Clogged channels!

Now that brings me to a second question | have wrestled with these

past few days. If this is true, if the church today is truly

powerless, as a whole; if we do not have Spirit of God in power

andinfullnessinour lives; ifSpirit-f i | | ed peopl e
greatest need;, wh at 6 s t h eWhatrblodksl the mi@v of

Go d 6 s tirBoprilives and in our churches?

arfr eOSV\t/aIrc]j8har%brérghras%ari]d?tﬁkethis:“ There i s one th
i mitate; we cannot iIimitate being

. . So what are those things that block the flow of God’s Spirit in
God said to the members of the early church,” You wi || recel Vv 9 P

AR our,,lﬁtes‘.p Whaafe those things that grieve the Holy Spirit and limit
when the Holy S pdbutnewbena@ndvii@).SThab n is power and His presence in our lives?
is one of the most precious and encouraging promises in all of
Scripture. But if there is a lack of power in our lives then that means
something is blocking the flow of God’s Spirit in our lives and that’s
what I want to talk about this morning — the things that block the
flow of God’s Spirit in our lives.

You’ll find the answer in the book of Psalms, the 78t chapter. But
before you turn there, I want you to turn first to the book of Isaiah and
carefully contemplate two brief verses of Scripture — Isaiah, the 63"
chapter, verses 9 and 10.

I’ve entitled this sermon, Clogged Channels. God wants to pour

His Holy Spirit in and through our lives. In fact, some song writer

picked up on this theme and wrote asong entitled® Channel s On
Are you familiar with it?1t goes something like this:

The prophet Isaiah is talking about the nation of Israel in these verses,
(fod’s pepple, His beloved. Thisis whathesays,” | n hi s | ove
he Yedeemed them; he lifted theap and carried them all the days of



old. Yetthey rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and
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became their enemy and

International Version).

Can you think of anything worse than having almighty gitting
against you?What did the people of God do to cause this? They
grieved the Holy Spirit. That’s an old fashioned sounding word. I
know that. But the definition is simple. To grieve simply means “to
break the heart of” or “to hurt” or “harm” someone.

In this case, the Israelites, the people of God, broke the heart of, they
hurt, they harmed, the Holy Spirit. So much so that God quit working
for them and began working against them. But what did they do that
so grieved the Spirit of God?

The answer is found in Psalm 78. Psalm 78 is kind of like a brief
synopsis of Israel’s history and it documents the actions that caused
God to sorrow over and fight against Israel. It points out specifically
four things that grieved God and cause Him to withdraw His Spirit
from Israel...and they are the very same things that grieve God’s Holy
Spirit today—that block the flow of His Spirit and His power in our
lives.

Forgetting God, Grumbling, Disobedience and Disbelief! Let’s
take a quick look at them one-by-one.

Forgetting God. Look atverse 11. “ Th ey
done, t he
then it goes to list a number of miracles God had performed on behalf
of Israel.

forgot

God freed the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt; He parted the
Red Sea so they might find safety when Pharaoh and his army pursued
them and thought he had them trapped; He guided them through the
wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; He
provided food for them when they were hungry and water when they
were thirsty.

He performed miracle after miracle after miracle. And, yet, the Bible
sayshereinverse32,“ I n spite of all i

S

wonder s Nedinematiokl @ergbn). A\l o w n

International Version).
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h e newh i ms dnlarfotherfplace ig StripturecagGad reflects upon Hiseetationship with

Israel, His people, He laments,” Can a mot her f orge
breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though
she may f orget , (dhinawsNel internatiom @rdion). f O r g e

deserted the RocEk
Go ((beuteMdohyOZ:lS Ipwaintern@ional Y O U

But as for Israel, He says,“ Y o u
you forgot the

Version).

Now it wasn’t that their minds were wiped clean of the knowledge and
existence of God. It was all there in the hard drive of their minds. What
the psalmist means when hesays,” They f or got wiat
that they began to take for granted the mercies and the miracles of God.

They just assumed that they had earned and deserved all of the wonderful
things that had come pouring into their lives. They lost that sense of
awe and wonder of the marvelous and manifold works of God. They
allowed the sacred to become profane, the extraordinary to be dismissed
as ordinary, and the special interventions of God totally overlooked and
disregarded as just a part of normal life.

Someone sent me an email this week. The first line said, * Read t h
today and don’t delete it iNdw
normally my first reaction would be to automatically delete it. I’'m not

w h &uch fos these mggegyn-day chain letters. But for some reason I didn’t

delgteitpnd I went ahead and read it. Here’s what it said.

A young and successful executive was traveling down a neighbor-
hood street, going a bit too fast in his new Jaguar. He was
watching for kids darting out between parked cars when suddenly
he saw something out of the corner of his eye.

He slowed down thinking it was probably a kid about to run
carelessly out into the street, buti t was n ftiwvas abrikki d .
that someone had thrown and it came crashing into the front door

of his brand new Jaguar.

He slammed on his brakes, jumped out of his Jaguar, and saw a
kid crouched between two parked cars. He grabbed him around
t Hhe rgeck,lpLehpdthimoJmagaj;wsit nherparkedgcar, and hollered,



Awhat 6s a matter with you, kid?
That just did

-7-
hundreds of doll ars of damage.
pay big. o
And he clenched his fist to hit him, but the boy cried out,
APl ease, mi ster, donét hit me.
else to do. I threw the brick because no one would stop and help
me . 0 And he pointed back to t
the ground was a little boy all bruised and bloody and a
wheelchair.
He said, AMy Ilittle brother fell
lift him up. Would you please help me get him back into his
wheel chair? Heds hurt and heods
up. o
Wel | |, he wasnotad jistuarféew scaapes and h a t

bruises. The man lifted the boy into the chair, dabbed away the
blood with his handkerchief, and carefully sent them on their
way. As he walked back to his Jaguar with a big lump in his

he

interfbtignal v&sign). Tehey bomplaingd. Theywhided. dT lieywwere never quite
satisfied with what God had done for them. No matter what He did it
was never quite good enough.

Man, youbre going to
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He gave them “bread” from heaven—manna—as they made their way

| tiirangh ghe deseny. . They didni hawerfopplant k.nThey didnft haye to
harvest it. They didn’t have to pick it and pluck it and thresh it. All they
haduto do was gocbut evbrg dayeandsgathreraitwip. Bud they got sick of it
andsaid,“ 1 sn’t there any meat? I s
without mean?”

pay and

s wheelchaiyr an I
And SO God sent them meat. Coveys of quail came flocklng into their

tmadst ang they hagmeat tg gat. Hpdnuch meat that they gokfulland sick
of it and they began to complain about something else.

b aG‘bd let them see into the Promised Land. He let them have a little

foretaste of what He had prepared for them. It was a land flowing with
milk and honey. They brought a cluster of grapes and it was large that it

throat suddenly the damage di dn o t!0Kyvggowgmgntocasrythat ogeclyster of grapes. But instead of

_ _ being grateful for what God had in store for them all they could do was
Inf act, he never had it fixed. It gruhBlé abdutithe 8ide bf the ﬂi\a@pte and th&chaflehdé belfofe théng P t
it there to remind himself: fiDondt go through |1 e so fast that
someone has to throw a brick at

Graduates, young people, old people, everyone...don’t go through
life so fast that God has to throw a brick at you to get your
attention. God whispers in our souls and speaks. He does
marvelous things in our lives. He intervenes. But we push Him to
the periphery and go about life as though all of these good and
wonderful things are just common and routine.

Oh, I plead with you, place God at the very center of your lives.
Recognize His blessings. Worship Him. Serve Him. Lift Him up
and praise Him every day. Don’t take the miracles in your life for
granted—receive them with gratitude.

They forgot God. They also...

Grumbled. Look at verse 19. “ They

spoke awgai n §ppstleBaylyvrites to the church at Ephesus, “ D o

Y Poll knbwPusufll§ Wher' v think aBohttdaer'nﬂgtmb dhd'desBructive sins,
we don’t think about grumbling, whining, complaining but if there was
anything that grieved the Spirit of God and blocked His work as the
Israelites made their way through the desert...it was this spirit of
murmuring. In fact, God said to Moses, “ How | ong wi
communi ty

I’ve been a pastor and have been working with pastors for 35 years. |
don’t know of anything that discourages pastors more and drains their
energy and their hope and their passion and limits their work—the work
of God—than does a constants spirit of grumbling.

It’s a destructive and dangerous thing. Just ask the Israelites. Someone
has said it like this: “ Gr umb |l i ng i s
Spirit of God and blocks the flow of His work in our lives. When the
not gri
S p irit (Epﬂsiﬁns4:3@l@/Iﬁier'ﬁational Version), do you remember what he

canot

g r u m bnimi@rs 14:& \gwantdmatibng Versiomm e ? "

tlthgreevesthe a t h

eV E



was talking about? Unwholesome talk!

The Bible says it so clearly in Hebrews 11, the great “Faith Chapter,”

He writes, “ Do not | et any unwhol esomé Wit ahbutomai Dhiti tofi @fe@ikiTsmed Gngtidab | €
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to Version).
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their needs, that it may benefit those whoi s tep&sighs"s:29 New
International Version). ANd it is In that very next verse that he warns us to
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.

They forgot God. They grumbled. Third...they disobeyed.
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Elisabeth Elliot, whose husband was the brave and courageous
missionary Jim Elliot who gave his life to bring the gospel to the Auca

Indians, once putitlikethis:* You wi |l |l never under

what he does, but if you belre him, that is all that is necessary. Let

us | earn to trust him for who he

Disobedience. Look at verse 10. “ They di d di’ost Kk €ef times @& is described in Psalm 78 as being angry, grievedpr

covenant and r ef upswichationtl vasion) \Yersee
577 “Li ke their fathers they

and again they put God to the testidy vexed the Holy One of

| sr a\lﬁlﬁterﬁationaIVersion).

Nothing can so block the flow of God’s Spirit in your life and hinder
His will than can disobedience. Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote,
“One act of obedience is bet

Someone else has said it likethis:* The evi dence
not how much you bel i eGheast’sbheep
are marked in the ear and the foot—they hear his voice and they
follow Him.

But if you keep saying “ N otd God’s Spirit in your life; if you keep
ignoring Him whenever He pricks your conscience or whispers in
your ear or taps you on the shoulder; you’ll grieve him and clog the
channel of the Spirit’s flow and work in your life and render yourself
spiritually powerless.

There’s one other thing mentioned here in Psalm 78 that grieves the
Holy Spirit.

by véxédsDisturBed\by their lack of faith, God cries out in another place,

_ werteHodvi §lomya lwi B N ehe vitRcbrtempte sigloag @ifr e a
unreliabl e ansvnedatond vasidd).| VErye 415 6 g @ i n  they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs | have

perf or med a Mo @i NdyiRetibRersion).

Here is my prayer for you...and here is the key, I believe, to living a
Spirit-filled life.

t e r Pt Bod &l the @ery Bebteh of Yo Iife. Refémbet Rith every day. As
you get up in the morning take time to think of Him and praise Him and

of  gift Nirh up.9Let that dettth® patter$ for your day.
how well you behave.”

Rejoice in the Lord always. “ | wi | | s Rejoicel..t a

Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirablg anything is
excellent or praiseworthy~t hi n k a b o u t (hiigids €sdNew t h i
International Version). “ En c o wmageanot her and @Gui

Thessalonians 5:11 New International Version).

Obey the promptings of the Spirit. Obedience in little things is a big
thing with God.

Trust Him. Even when you can’t track Him, trust Him. Godis* a b | e
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his

Disbelief. Lookatverse22. “ For t hey did not bRAW&N et &t God ERplins 3w @uindnationdlersboph | N U s
trust i n hiNe&iner@i@alvesioy. &ersad2ic“el’n spi te of

his wonders, they did not bei e (Vew@ntérnational Version). Verse 42 1

“They did not r ednemidaeekion.hi S power

t






