FATHER’S DAY "2-

“Setting Your House In Order” you®reflogaking

But the prophetsaid,” Send f or hi m. We won*"t
¢ 0 me And When David walked into that room, the Lord whispered

into the ear of the prophet Samuel and said, “ He " s t he one
hi m.”

Deuteronomy 11:18--22

There’s a new book that hit the marketplace not long ago that every
man in this auditorium needs to read. It’s entitled “ What God bes

When Men Lead and is SUb_t'Eled The Poweentalond P 9|et looked like anything but a leader. But years later as the psalmist
Regul ar Guys.

reflected upon Israel’s history, he wrote this about David. “ H €5od)

chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; from
tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people
Jacob, of Israel hisinheritance. And David shepherded them with

i ntegrity of heart ; Wi (bsalm 78:787KNew | | f 1

International Version).

God has a history of taking regular guys—guys who nobody ever
thought of as leaders until God got a hold of them—and raising them
up to do incredible things.

Think about Gideon. When the angel of the Lord came to him and

said, “ The Lord is with you, mighty warrior. Go in the strength you Think of the p‘j]ophet Jgremlah When God spoke to Jeremiah and said,

have and save | sr a dlideororaplied,‘0H o Wi d"‘aBefore rgl wer e b ponted ybu as paphetytoo u

carr: ! savle Israel? My .clan is the weﬁqkest |.r.1 Mani\sseh and | am the n aJefenilahGISNe\BInternatlonal Version), Jeremiah just shook his head

t e east (JudgEb 6:15 Y Intern tloﬁhlmrilonb. Yy and said,“ N o way |o» Ah ’ Sover ei gn Lor
. . I am only a child. You“"ve got

He was anything but a leader—the least of the least! Yet God raised equipped fot hi s .

him up to become a powerful military leader, a deliverer, one of the

great Judges of Israel. But God said to him,“ Do not say, ., am only
everyone | send you to and say whatever | command you. Do not be
afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you, declares the
Lor (ﬁre’r’niah 1:7-8 New International Version).

Think about David. When the prophet Samuel came to Bethlehem to
the home of Jesse to anoint one of his sons to become the future king
of Israel, Jesse didn’t even invite David, his youngest son, to the

party. He figured,“ He " s j ust a kid, a k”e € P Brlmial? tBok %(ﬂi @t S *Worfl and &&ﬂé%ﬁ’e "D Israel’s most

Joe," anything but a leader. passionate and powerful prophets. God has this history of taking regular
. . . . . guys and raising them up to do incredible things. That’s what [ want to

I mean David’s older brothers were impressive looking, skilled, talk about this moming on this Father’s Day, June 15, 2008.

talented, charismaticc “ Sur ely God has <chosen one of t hem,

thought Jesse. But as he paraded all seven of the older sans before the | believe every man has the potential to be a godly leader who shapes the

prophet, Samuel just had to shake hishead andsay,” No,  n o, N0 v, NG hood. Now let me encourage you to not shy away from this

this one. Not that on"e. Not thaine. Is this all of your sons? The word “lesﬁer We have a}endenca to do that We re a lot like Gideon
Lord hasn®“t chosen any of these arld $ere aﬁanc}l\ﬁbﬁs. Hi's peopl e.

AndJessesays,” No, t hi s i sn® t—thelydungest, T he r\/\%ten‘?ito%lﬂke“ \meolrle o d L"m n Oth a | ea
t’ Gjﬁ; ' e gu

David—but he®s out tending the she nk he“s t



not an upf r ont kind of person.

persuasi ve. Il “m just one of

mul e. | —Igust kirid of pledalang. | don " t

m not smooth a#d glib and
t h o s Writgthken os therlar franmes oftydurdhomes end aw ybur gates] “ m a

a so thap ypur dayfs and the days of your children may be many in

power or prestigeop r omi nenc e . What diff er dhalen@thagthg lpord pworgigglveg/omrforefathers, as many as

| want you to listen to how John Quincy Adams, our nation’s 6"

the days that the heavens are above the earth.

If you carefully observe all these commands | am giving you to

president, has defined leadership. Hewrote,” | f 'y our act i 0n Soolwdt§Idd tHe ord your God, to walk in all his ways and to

others to dream more, learn me, do more, and become more, you

are a | eader . ”

I believe God calls each one of us to be a leader—a leader in our
homes, a leader in the work place, a leader in the church, and a leader
in the community.

Listen to what God inspired Moses to say to the men of his day.
Please take your Bibles and turn to the book of Deuteronomy, the
11" chapter and we are going to being reading with the 18™ verse.
This is kind of like Moses’ farewell speech to the people of his day.

He had been their leader for 40 years. He had been the one who had
helped deliver them out of slavery in Egypt, who had helped them to
be victorious over all of their enemies, who had led them in battle,
who had guided them through the wilderness, who had pleaded their
cause before God, and who led them to the very shores of the
Promised Land.

He was getting ready to turn the reins of leadership over to Joshua,
but before he does that he pours out his heart and his mind and his
soul to the people whom he has loved so much. He wants them to be
successful and so he gives them some final words of instruction
before handing the reins of leadership to Joshua.

So listen to what He says.

Fix these words of mine

in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your
children, talking about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get

up.

hold fast to him, then the Lord will drive out all these nations
before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and stronger

than you.
Deuteronomy 11:18-23 New International Version

Moses, speaking under inspiration and the anointing of the Holy Spirit,
was calling for every man in the whole nation to be a spiritual leader in
his home and in his community and in the whole assembly of believers.

You know, we just love to point out from time to time the failures of the

leaders in our nation. We talk about a “leadership vacuum” in
government and in business and in education and in the religious world.

We say, “ Where are the Abraham Ling
Kennearmnwd st he Bo Shembechl er s an
need some guys with visions and integrity to get things back on track
in this world!”

But, listen, God’s plan for the message of Christ to be communicated to

a lost and dying world is to be carried forth by ordinary followers of
Jesus Christ. Jesus said to His disciples, common ordinary men,
fishermen, laborers, unschooled and educated, for the most part: “ G o
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son ad of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to

obey everything | at@wse-20 ewantidda N d e (
Version).

ABut , Jesus, webre just a bunch
Shoul dn 6lking peaopleingositians of leadbip and power

and authority? Shoul dndét you be

scribes and the scholadgpeople with all of this education and skill and
standing?o0

But Jesus says, in essence, “ N o , Il “m tal king to vy
rest upon the sholders and the commitment and the response of



-5- our

common, ordinary foll owers. "’ -6-

relationship with God; second, our relationship with our family and
So here is my question for every man who is present in this others; and then third, our relationship with the things of life, our
auditorium on this Father’s Day: Is your house in order? Have you possessions. Are we using the things we have to truly enrich the lives of
responded affirmatively to God’s call to be a leader in your home and others?

in your church and in your community?

I believe God’s call to men to be spiritual leaders involves at least three
Thereds an interesting story i n tdngsandpjastwaneto set thamddfove yonr@yeskdne yoer knindathis t h
of Judah, and Isaiah, one of the great prophets of the Old morning before we close.
Testamer@ the man who wrote more prophecies concerning the

comirg of the Messiah than any other prophet. First of all, God Calls Us To Know Him In A Personal And
Intimate Way. God created in every human heart a longing for spiritual

Let me read the story to you from Scripture. I’m reading from Isaiah intimacy with Him. That’s what Saint Augustine meant when he

38,thel™verse.“ I n t hose days Hezeki ah boeempesanthatimrottal litleptayern4 ¥ oat hakke made us

point of death. The prophet Isaiah, son of Amoz went to him and O God, and the heart of man i s r

s a i disiswhdt the Lord says: Put your house in order, because

you are going t o dgewsntmatoy\@rstdn). Wi | | M lee first prierity i Vife is t§ know God and to live in a loving, trusting,

intimate relationship with Him. And God has promised that those who
Now how would you like it if the preacher came to your house some  seek Him with all their heart will find Him and know Him.
day and gave you this message from Gdt®ould cause you to

think, wouldn’t it? Is my house in order? It caused Hezekiah not Let me give you a verse of Scripture to hold on to—especially for those

onlyto think butto pray. The Biblesays,” He z e ki ah t ur n e df ydu wlo aré seekess. Maybe you’re not sure about what it really

to the wall an dgsiPss2 yn@ndonatersdn). t h e L oneags'to follow Jesus. Maybe you’re not sure about the Bible and
absolute truth and what it really means to be born again. But your heart

He prayed that his life might be extended and that he would recover has been drawn to God. You’re searching and seeking and trying to find

from this illness...and God answered his prayer and sent the prophet your way, but you just have all of these questions about God and

Isaiah back into Hezekiah’s house to tell him that God had seen his salvation and Christianity.

tears and heard his prayer and was going to add 15 years to

Hezekiah’s life. And, He did! Let me give you a precious verse of Scripture for you to take home with
you today. Hold to it! Claim it! Trust in it! Here’s the verse — 1°

It’s one of the great stories in Scripture of answered prayer. Well, Chronicles 28:9. “1 f you seek him, hnvew  wi |

God has not given me that message to deliver to any of you, so you International Version).

can relax. But I do think that message is so pertinent for us to reflect

upon this Father’s Day — Is my house in order? Am | being the First of all, God calls us to know Him in a personal and intimate way.

spiritual | eader God has cal | ed Dwmgou tealy kbosvdlimras theySavioroohyeuy life? N my c hur ¢

and in my community?
Second, God Calls Us To Submit To His Authority And Be
At the heart of all of this is this question about the relationships in Conformed To His Image. God’s Word says to us in Romans 8:28,
our lives. How is it with our relationships in life? First of all, “We know that God causes everyth




those who love God and are called according to his purpose for or power. It can only happen as we submit ourselves completely and

them. fully to God’s authority over our lives.

-7- -8-
For God knew his people in advance, ahd chose them to become i God, i tds onadatbswhwatatl Ywantwant .
like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many successfully, |l 6ve tried. You r
brot her s (@onnh2s28Nkw Svibg Barlatsn)” the agenda. Not my will but Thi
As we grow in our knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit begins Here’s the second important part of being a true spiritual leader in our
to work in us to restore His image in our lives—that image that has homes and in our churches and in our communities—God calls us to
been marred by sin. submit to His authority and be conformed to His image. Let me ask you:

Do you really know Him as the Lord of your life?

At the very time of creation, God said, “ Let us make man in our
i mage, I N @ehdsif1:26 Newintdaa@ndlvesig) angl He did. The Third, God Calls Us To Be Involved In His Work. What is His

Biblesays," So God created mareimageofhi s wovk?Toibeimadved in the redentption of His creation! Listen to the
God he created him; mal geeaird f e wadsdf Ephesiansenoe‘af €rd weream”e God" s wor k
New International Version). Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us

t 0 (RevDnfernational Version).
But because we, as human beings, began listening to the wrong

voices in life—to the voice of Satan, the serpent, the Evil One, We live in a fallen world and God has called us to help Him reclaim the
instead of to God—sin entered into this world and into our lives and territory held by the enemy and to be involved in the redemption of all
into our hearts and into our minds so much so that this image of God creation. God wants you to be involved in His work as spiritual leaders.

has become marred and stained and tarnished and distorted.
There are people all around you who are broken, who are hurting, who

I mean apart from Jesus we are nothing like God. He is have fallen victim to Satan’s lies, who are spiritually lost. We have been
compassionate and gracious but we are critical and judgmental. He is “created in Chri st—tdreachautgdothelost,td o ¢
merciful and forgiving but we are calloused and vindictive. He is bring hope to the hopeless, tobethe* ar o ma oihthe@idstdf s t ”
patient and faithful but we are impetuous and wavering. He is gentle all the stench of evil and corruption.

andkind* a br ui sed reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick
hewilln ot s n wdysfthe Bible in Jsdiah 42:3 (1 like the way the Let me ask you, dad: Are you actively involved in His workAre you

New Living Translations putsft, He ~ wi | | thaseovho ace wealsonquench being the spiritual leader at home you need to be? Are you being the

t he s mal-—Ruswe aredarsh and insensitive. spiritual leader in the life of the church that you need to be? Are you

being a spiritual leader at work, in your neighborhood, with the other

So when we come to Christ, God through the Holy Spirit begins to fathers on your son’s or daughter’s little league team?

gradually conform us to the character and image of Jesus. That’s

what we’ve been talking about the last 6 weeks. God’s plan is to God does incredible things when men really lead. He takes regular guys
st_e us holy, to make us like Jesus, to conform us to the image of and raises them up to do incredible things. Is your house in ordérlf
rist.

not, whatabettertimethan on this Fatheroés D

to really set your house in order?
Godsays,” Be hol y, b € @'@twi$ @wintnatiod sionh 0 | Y

and we begin to understand that we can never do that in our strength






