TAKING THE HIGH ROAD
Doing What’s Right Even When Life Treats You Wrong
“How To Deal With Shattered Dreams”

Genesis 37:2-20

It wasbedtime.Mom andDadhad alreadgentlittle Jimmyupstairs
to getreadyfor bedandtheyassumedhewasasleep. But asMom
tiptoedinto hisroomto checkon him tomake suréewas allcovered
up beforeshewentto bed,shefound him, not asleep,but sitting
quietly by his window staringat somethingoutside.

OWhat are you doing, Jimmy2Be asked?
OIOniboking at the moon, Mommy.O

OWell, itOstime to go to bed now. You can look at the moon
tomorrow night.O

As little Jimmy reluctantly turned away from the window and
crawlednto bed he lookednto hismotherGsyesandsaid OMommy,
oneday |Omgoing to walk on that moon.O

| donOknow what went throughhis motherOmind when he made
that statement. Sheprobably thought, OWell, thatOsust a foolish
childish dream, a farfetched fantasy!O But 32 yearslater, little
Jimmy, James Irwin, steppedout of his Apollo 15 lunar module
spacecrafontothe surfaceof the moonandbecamethe 8" manin
humanhistoryto actuallywalk onthe moon.

A famousFrenchphilosopheroneput it like this: OToaccomplish
greatthings,we musnhotonly act,but alsodream;notonly plan, but
also believe.O One of AmericaOgreatwriters, Carl Sandburg,

reiterateghis very sametruth. He oncewrote, ONothinghappens
unless first we dream.O

But what happens if God plants a dream in our hearts and in our
minds and it just doesn’t happen? \We believét. We sedt. Weshare

it with othersEbut it just doesnGtappen.In fact, the further we go
life thelesslikely it seemghatthis dream this vision, Godhas
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planted in our hearts and in our minds will ever come to pass.we
find ourselves sitting amidst the smoldering ashes of decimated ¢

ThatOsvhat | want to talk aboutthis morning® How To Deal With
Shattered Dreams. WeOrim the midst of a seried sermons entitle
“Taking The High Road - Doing What’s Right Even When Life
Treats You Wrong.” [tOsa characterstudy of the Old Testamer
patriarchwho wasnamedJoseph.

If anyonehada goodexcuseto takethe low roadin lifeNto becom
bitterand hardindrebelliousind vengefulNthepertainlyit was Joseplt
His family mistreated him. His bossOs wife falsely accused him,
his reputation and caused him to lose his jobma@ whom he helpec
climbto thetop andwho promisechewouldremembehim andhelphim
whenhegotto thetop, forgot him.

I meanit wasjust onetragedyafteranother.He is soldby his brother:
into slavery. He doeswhatis right in the faceof temptation. He does
whatis honest.He doesvhatis honorable.He doesvhatis respectab
andappropriatebut insteadof being rewarded arslessed for doing tl
right thing, heis punishedandchastisecandthrowninto prison.

It wouldhave beesoeasyfor him tohave takethelow roadin lifeNto
have become soand cynical and meanNbut he didnOt. He took the
high road in life. Evenwhen he had beenwronged;evenwhenhe hac
beenthrownunjustlyinto prison;evenwhenothersforgotabouthimanc
mistreatechim; Josepltived his lifewith integrity, with grace, and wit
love. He took the high road.

And God lifted him above all of these obstacles in life and bldsisa
And through him, brought blessing to his family andhicommunity
and to all of those around him.

Not only should he be an encouragenfientisto dowhatis right ever



whenlife treatsus wrong, but beyondthatNeven though he lived
3500 years agoNtheraresome preciouand practicalessonde can

teach us today that will help us to find and take the high road in life.

SothatOwhy weOréocusinguponthe life of Josephthis summer.
Now
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one of thevery first thingsJosephtadto wrestlewith in life wasthis

problem of unfulfilled dreams. When he was just a young man, God

planteda dreanin JosephGwartandmind thatinspirechim andgave
him hope and encouragement.

He believed in this dream so much that he darethaoeit with his
fatherandhis brothersandhis family. They laughedat him. They
ridiculed him. They sarcasticaliycknamed himi‘Dreamer.” Even
his father rebuked him harshly for talking about this dream.

But the dream wouldnOt di&od broughtit to him a secondtime.
And eventhoughit seemedtrazyto everyoneelse,Josephbelieved
it. He didnOunderstandt all, but he believedit. However,asthe
daysandweeksandmonthsandyearswentby, the likelihoodof this
dream ever coming to pass jesiemedo move further andfurther
away.

It beganto fade. It beganto just kind of wither away. Insteadof
experiencing his dream, what he experiensesnightmare. Every-
thing turns out wrong. He finds himself in the midét prison, in
bondagein aforeignland,sittingin the middleof all kindsof shattered
dreamsandbrokenpromisesandbitter disappointments.

And soletOook atwhathedid andhow herespondedndwhereit
lead him. The details of this dream are found in3M& chapter of
thebookof Genesis beginningwith verse 2.

This is the account of Jacob. Joseph, a young man of
seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives,
and he brought their father a bad report about them.

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons,
because he had been born to him in his old age; and he
made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers
saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they
hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers,
they hated him all the more. He said to them, “Listen to
this dream I had. We were binding sheaves of grain out in
the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright,
while your sheaves
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gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”

His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us?
Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the
more because of his dream and what he had said.

Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers.
“Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the
sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father
rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will
your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow
down to the ground before you?” His brothers were jealous
of him, but his father kept the thing in mind.

Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks
near Shechem, and Israel said to Joseph, “As you know,
your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come,
I am going to send you to them.”

“Very well,” he replied.

So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your
brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.”
So he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron.

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him
wandering around in the fields and asked him, “What are
you looking for?”

He replied, “I’'m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me
where they are grazing their flocks?”

“They moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard
them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.””



So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near
Dothan. But they saw him in the distance, and before he
reached them, they plotted to kill him. “Here comes that
dreamer!” they said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill
him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say
that a ferocious animal devoured him. They we’ll see

what comes of his dreams.” Genesis7:2-
20

If youknow alittle bit aboutthelife of Josephthenyou know that
they didnOtarry out this plan. TheydidnOkill him. They didnOt
throw him
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down into that deepinescapablegit. But they did sell him into
slavery. Therewas a caravanof Ishmaelitemerchantsheadingto
Egypt and JosephOisrotherssold him as a slaveto theseforeign
traders.

And for the next 13 yearsof his life, Josephfound himselfin a
foreign land, away frorhis home, away frornis family, away from
everything he ever knew, being passedundlike a pieceof meat.
The last severalof thoseyears, he found himself locked up in a
prison suffering punishment for something he didnOt do.

Now just stopfor a moment and thirkboutthis. Think abouthow
difficult this must havdeenfor Joseph.Think of how depressetie
could havebecome. God plantsthis dreamin his heartandin his
mindEand then reinforcesthis dreamwith a seconddreamthat
carries the very same message.

Godsays,010ngoing to elevateyou to a place of leadershipand
honor and authority. Even though youOrehe youngestin the
family, IOmgoingto lift you and blessyou and empoweryou.O

But almost from the moment Joseph is given that dream, bad things

begin tchappen.He isnot elevate@ndhonoredNheis despisednd
hatedandpersecuted He is notraisedto a placeof leadershipNhe
is cut down and cast down and put into bondage. He is not
empoweredand grantedauthorityNhe is thrown into prison and
caged like a wild animalEand seemingly forgotten.

You talk aboug shatterediream! Don 't you imagine Joseph must have
spent a lot of time just trying to figure out what God must have meant by
that dream? He musthavewondered, “Did I miss some-thing here,
God? Did I just mistakenly imagine that You spoke those words to me?

Was that not really from You but just indigestion or something? Was it
just something I ate that made me dream silly dreams?”

Josepltouldhave becomsobitter, soangry atGod, soupsetwith life,
so cynicabnd hatefuindmean. But hedidnOt!He didnOtakethat low
road. He took the high road and God used himin a
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wonderful way to bring blessingto his family and blessingto his
descendantandblessingto anyoneandeveryonearoundhim. How
was he able to be victorious in the midst of this shattered
dream? | believe itOs because he did at least 3 things.

He looked forward instead of backward. He looked up instead
of down. He looked out instead of in. Now if youG¥ one of thos
personswvho likeseverythingn nice neatlittle packagesEandgoujust
have tchave itall organizednto an outlinewell, thatOgour outline 1tO:
incredibly simpleEbut theimpactis unbelievablyprofound.

How do you deal with shattered dreams? What do you do when God
plants a vision in your heart and in your mind...and then nothing
happens...itisn 't fulfilled? MaybeyouOréhere righhowEliving in the
midst of broken dreams.

You were goingo havethis perfect homand wonderfuinarriageEand
it has been a living hellEand itOs all broken and shattered arshées
You were going to hawbese long yeaxsd retiremento just enjoy life.
You have worketiard and nowOgime to reapthe rewardsEbutthen
this Othing&howsup on thex-raysandnow itOsiot fishingand golbut
trips to the hospitalandthe doctorOsffice.

Godgaveyou thisvision for ministryandyou prayedaboutit andyou
workedhardandyou preparecandyou took thatgiganticstepof faith
andyou put yourlife on thelineEand it hasjust turnedoutdisastrous



God leadyou to this dreamjob. You knew it was His handthat
directedyou hereEandnow you find yourselfwith nojob.

| donOknow whatyour brokendreammight be but hereOwhat we
learnfrom Josepkto do if andwhenthathappens.

First, Look Forward Instead Of Backward. Now ourtendency
is to look backwardandask “why” andto second-guessurselves

and to second-guess God and to just dwell on what could have been

andwhatmight havebeenandwhathasnGiappened.

But hereOthe problemwith that kind of mentality. Listento the
words of Helen Keller. Now if anyoneknew anything about
disappointment
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andtragedy,it wasHelenKeller. An illnesswhenshewasjust a
child, 19 months old, left her deaf and blind. But listen to what
says.OWherone doorof happinesslosesanotheropens; bubften
we look so long at thelosed door that we dwot see the one which
has been opened for us.O

You know, | haveead and re-reatie storyof Joseplover and over
againand| canOfind him anywhereaskingthe question, “Why?”
“Why me?” “Why this?” “Why now?”

| canOt findinywhereJosephlooking backandsaying, “But, God,
You promised. You gave me this dream. You gave me this vision.

Why isn’t it happening? Why aren’t you doing something about this
dream?” He didn’t look back. He was always looking forward.

| read an interestirgjory the otherdayabout a littleboy in Decatur,
Michigan who wasleeplyinterestedn photography.He saw an ad
in a magazineone day describing this wonderful book about
photographyandhe thoughtto himself, OIf IODmevergoing to be a
photographethenl| needto know everytlmg thereis to knowabout
photography.OAnd so he sentawayfor this book.

But the publishermadea mistakeand senthim insteada book about
magic and ventriloquism. It had taken him several weekaafly get
this book andso insteadof sendingit backandwaiting severalmore
weeksfor the bookaboutphotographyhe decidedhe would just read
this book about ventriloquism and he learned how to throw his v«

He wassogoodatit thathe createdthis woodendummy (or puppet)
whom he name@harlie McCarthy and on Sunday eveningsllions
of peopleacrosghe United Stateswvould turn on their radiosso they
could listerand laugland be entertaindy the anticsof Edgar Bergen
and his make-believe sidekidkharlie McCarthy.

Edgar Bergen could have looked baokl saidOWhat a mistake! Whi
a wastef money'Whata disappointmen® Buthe lookedorwardand
that made all the difference in his life.
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Nearthe closeof hislife, the apostlePaul wrote a very personaletter
to his young friendhis spiritualsonin thefaith, Timothy. And in this
letter, hetells Timothy oneof the secretdo his success in life. Here
what he said, OOnething | do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goanma the
prize for which God has called me heavenwardin Christ Jesus(
(Philippians 3:13-14)

In otherwords, “I look forward, not backward.” Now hereO¢he
secondthing we learnfrom the life of Josephthat we needto do in
dealing with shattered dreams.

Look Up Instead Of Down. LastSunday gaveyou whatl believe is
the keyversean Joseph@sory? Do you remember what it is? It occurs
notjust one,not justtwice,but severaimes. [tOghatlittle phrasehat
appeardirst in Genesis 39, verse 2, OThelLord waswith Joseph.O

He waswith himin PotipharOisousevhenhe wassoldinto slavery He



waswith him, saysthe Scripture whenhe was thrown into prison
and persecuted for something he didnOtldwoughevery step of
this wild and challengingurneywith all of its mind-boggling twists
andturns,God waswith Joseph.

Evenin placesthat were hard and unfairNplaceswhere he didnOt
want to beNGod was with Joseph. And he believedthat. He
trustedin that. He lived by thatfaithEand thatOsvhat carriedhim
throughvictoriously. He believedthatsomehowGodOkandwasin
themidstof all of this.

Instead of lookingaroundat all of his circumstancesind problems
and difficultiesand gettingpitter, depressednd angryEhdookedup
and believed that somehow Goti@sdwasin all of this andthat
God would create good from that which looked so, so bad.

Thereis anothermanin the Bible who hadto dealwith a lot of

shattereddreams. IOmtalking aboutMoses. He was educatedn

PharaohOs palakte wasraised as prince ofEgypt. Buthe lost all
of that and had to live like a refugee out in the desert.

God called him to a great worlOLeadMy peopleto the Promised

Land,Osaid God. But it was just one heartache, one obstacle, one

-9-
impedimentfter anotherDon 't you wonder sometimes how he ever
made it, how he ever kept his sanity, how he ever kept his faith and
his smile and his joy?

The Bible gives ushe answerto that questionin Hebrews 11:27.
Listento the answer. OHeperseveredecausene sawhim who is
invisible.O He lookedup. He hadthe eyesof faith. He sawthe
handof Godin the midstof everydisappointmenteverydifficulty,
every danger.

ThatOghekind of faith Joseplexhibited. | wantyou to hearwhat
the Bible saysin the41* chapter of Genesis. Beginningwith verse
50.

Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to
Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.
Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is
because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my
father’s household.” The second son he named Ephraim
and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the
land of my suffering.” Genesig#t1:50-52

Even in all of his trouble and in all of his suffering, Joseph saw th
of Godatwork. He said,“4ll that happened to me aren’t just a bunch o
unrelated incidents.  God has been working and moving anc

blessing...and so I'm going to praise Him and worship Him and trust ir
Him.”

This belief was the anchtiratsteadiechis souland enabled him to t:
the high road in life and not the low onkater on when he could hav:
beensonastyto his brothersandgottenevenwith themandhurt then
just as they had hurt him, he salYou intended to harm méut Gor
intendedit for goodto accomplishwhat is now beingdone,the savin
of many livesQgenesis0:20)

Even in the midst of difficult and trying timesEwhen it seemed th:
dreams had been smashed to piecesEhe looked up instead of d«

Now hereOthethird thingwe need talo in the facef shatterediream
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Look Out Instead Of In. \When things begin to get tough in life,
when challengesome andt lookslike our mostcherishedireamsarejus
going to get smashed peces thereis this tendencyto getconsume
with our own needspour own hurts, our own problems. We cange
obsessed witiny plight in life, my problemsmy needs.

But hereOwhat| noticeaboutJoseph.HeOslwayslooking out to the
needsof others. | meanevenin prison heOselping peopleNth
cupbearer and the baker. WeOlktgeheir story in afew weeks. Bu
hereOshe point. Some of the greatest,most fulfilling, meaningft
contributionsve can evemake irlife iswhen wedare taget oureyesof



of our own needshurtsanddisappointmentandlook out with love
and care to others.

Are you familiar with how StanfordUniversityfirst got started? One
of the great universitidgere in America is Stanfokdhiversity which
is located nofar from San FranciscGalifornia. Nearlyeveryyearit
is ranked as one of the top 5 universities in America.

Actually its proper nameis Leland Stanford University. Leland
Stanford was ondée governoof California. He was aery wealthy
manand he had one son whom he namedLeland Stanford,Junior.
Mom andDadwantedto give everythingthis world hadto offer to
their son and so while he was just a young boy they traveledto
Europeto immersehim in the historyandcultureof theworld.

But while theywere inltaly youngLeland becamdl. Theytook him
to a doctor, discovered that he haskaiousillness,andbeforethey
couldreturntothe stateshedied. Theywere, of coursdyeartbroken
and devastatedheyreturnedo Californiawith his remainsindsaid,
OAIl our hopesand dreamsare representedby theseburnt ashes.
Leland Junior is gone. What canwe do?0

HereOsvhat they decided. OSinceleland Junior is gone, here is
what we will do. We will make all of the other children in
California our children. WeOltaisethemandeducatedhem.OAnd
sotheybuilt andendowedStanfordUniversity.

When Leland Stanfor&eniordied, he lefa sum of monegstimated
at
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26 million dollars as an endowment so it might be possilslevery
boy and every gith California, regardlessf their economigituation
or needto havetheopportunityof receivinga universityof education.

It is impossible to estimate the good that came from the lovéhand
care that came from thime man who in the midst his own broken
and shattered dreams datedook out insteadof in...whotook the

high roadnsteadf thelow roadEwhoallowedhisbitterdisappointme
to inspire him to be of great service to others in need.

ThatOsvhatJosepldid. He looked forward instead of backward.

He looked up instead of down. He looked out instead of in. An(
God used him to bringvaonderful blessing to hfamily, to anyonean
everyone around him, even to future generations.

Man, | wantto beablessingdonOyou? | wantto enrichmy family. |
want to leavea legacy of faith for my grandchildrenand my granc
childrenOs grandchildren. | want to bring blessinmptplearoundme
And God is able to do that when we look forward instead of
backward; when we look up instead of down; when we look out
instead of in.



