TAKING THE HIGH ROAD _'2' ] _
Doing What's Right Even When Life Treats You Wrong The low road, on the other hand, is smooth and easy and appealing. It is

. spaciously wide, heavily-populated, fashionable and trendy. But it leads
Y77 Ed
‘How To Trust God Even In The Midst Of Dark Days to death and destruction.

Genesis 37:17b-36

Jesus put it like thisonetime. A Wi de i s the gate an
During the closing days of World War 11, a small group of Allied the leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the
gate and narrow the road the |e

soldiers entered an abandoned Nazi concentration camp to search it,
secure it, and inspect it. What they found there was, of course,
horrific in many ways.

(Matthew 7:13b New International Version). SO He urges us, AENt er t hr ou
narrao W(Mat@evﬂ?:13aGe\lz)lnternational Version).

. . . Or,inotherwords,i Dondét just follow the cI
But as they were rummaging through one of the little prison cells, they .
. and painless and comfortabl& ake the roadess traveled, no matter
found some words that one of the prisoners had scratched on the wall. er: ) .
how difficultorbnel y it appears to be. o

Here’s what it said.

| believeinthesun—e ven when it’'s not shi ni nlbat’stheroadJoseph traveled onthrough life—the high road—and not
| believeinlove—e ven when | can’t feel it onlywas he richly blessed by God in the end but God also brought
I believe in God—even when He is silent. blessing through him to his family and to his children and to his

. . . descendants and to anyone and everyone around him.
| want to talk this morning about the trustworthiness of God. If y y

anybody knew about unfair treatment, about being wronged in life,

: ) . Andso I’ titled this series of bout Joseph’s life: “Taki
about bad things happening to good people, it was Joseph. 116t 80 1 V6 GIHEIEC HIS SCTIES 0T SETIons abotl Josepl 8 wie: ~1 aking

The High Road—Doing What’s Right Even When Life Treats You

w A »
We’ve been looking the last few weeks at Joseph’s life and exploring rong

some of the lessons we can learn from him about living life

S From time to time, people willask me, A Why shoul d | r e
victoriously.

Thatwaswrittéék t wo t housand years ago!

is something that happened to some guy who lived in the Middle East

NO.W h_ere s what we’ve discovered so far. I. t- s not w hat hti‘ﬁn{}-ﬁvs &'ﬁturiés go raising sheep and goats relevant to ane?
us in life that really counts. What counts is how we respond to it.

Well, let me give you a couple of verses of Scripture to chew on this
morning in your mind — 1% Corinthians 10, verses 6 and 11. i No w
these things occurred as examples, to keep us from setting our hearts
on evil thingsé. These thing happ
written down as warnings for us.

Charles Swindoll, one of the great Christian writers of our day, has
put it like this: fiLife is 10 percent what happen® us and 90
percent how we respond it. o

Basically there are two roads we can travel along in life—a high road
and low road. The high road is not an easy road. It’s not heavily
traveled. It is incredibly narrow and oftentimes it’s just downright
difficult and demanding. But it leads to life, to joy, to peace and to
happiness.

Do you undersnd what the apostle Paul, who wrote these words, was
saying to us? These stories—Iike the story of Joseph—were written
down and preserved for us that we might learn and benefit from their
experience. And if Joseph’s life teaches us anything at all then surely it
teaches us about the trustworthiness of God.
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You talk about dark and difficult days, Joseph’s life is just littered with
all kinds of heartaches and disappointments.

U He was mistreated by his family. His brothers hated him.

U He was mistreated by society. He became a victim of human
trafficking—was sold into slavery.

U He was mistreated by his supervisor at work. Although he
was a model employee—honest, hardworking, competent—
someone lied about him, and instead of checking out the
rumor, his boss just canned him and had him thrown into jail.

U He was mistreated by his friends. He helped a friend who was
deeply troubled and depressed. He was there for him. But
when this friend finally got all of the broken pieces of his life
put back together, he just forgot about Joseph, deserted him,
abandoned him.

In fact, as you begin reading Joseph’s story it is just one tragedy after
another. Let me show you what | mean. Please take your Bibles and
turn to book of Genesis, chapter 37, and let’s just look a little bit at
Joseph’s early history. We’ll begin reading with the last part of verse
17.

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan.
But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them,
they plotted to kill him.
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As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were
loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to
take them down to Egypt.

Judahsai d to his brothers, “What wildl
and cover up his blood? Come,let ' s sel |l him to the

not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh

and bl ood."” Hi s brothers agreed.

So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled
Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver
to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not
there, he tore his clothes. He went back to his brothers and said,
“The boy isn’t there! Where can |
ThentheygotJoseph’ s robe, sl aughtered a
in the blood. They took the ornamented robe back to their father

and said, “We found this. Exami ne
robe.”
He recognized it and said, iousl't i s

animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”
Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his
son many days

“Hee comes that dreamer!” they sald ach other. “ Come

now, Ihet’s :f' I him and.thrlovc\j/ him éllthisonga{?ufda ersEaH\eetoscano\Ehnﬁbuﬂkr@fse dfed

say that a erocious anima evour e Ad% ¢ ed e Wénirh Wil B0TESanith v n mo
comes of his dreams. son.” So his father wept fo
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their SO'_d Joseph in Egypt -to Potiphar,
hands. “Let’'s not take his |ife," F[BaiRoftheguard « pg - ¢ sheGd”eS'séTh”S‘/%NWIood.
Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don’ )h a

hand on him. "~ Reuben said this tbmgopgdasiprrigh these. ﬁ(qu(g%thetpwtgrﬁqd%ﬁy@u‘? ere’sa

take him back to his father.

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe—the richly ornamented robe he was wearing—and they
took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was
empty; there was no water in it.

guy who if it wasn’t for his bad luck he would have no luck at all! |
mean what an ugly picture of greed and hatred and deception and evil!
Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes. How wouldyou have felt about all of
this?

What would it have done to your faith in Godnean Joseph came
from a deeply religious family. His father Jacob was the patriarch of the
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children of Israel, the people of God. Joseph grew up hearing all of
these stories about God’s goodness, God’s power, God’s promise to
Abraham and all of his descendants. But as Joseph begins to live his
life and follow God it is just one disaster, one disappointment, one
difficulty, one dilemma, one dark day after another.

Don6t you wonder i f at ti mes
him? Dark days can have a devastating effect upon our faith. You
may remember from Scripture that J o bwifeskind of loss it when the
tragedies kept piling up in their life.

They lost their business—everything they owned. They lost the lives
of their children in an awful storm. And then Job lost his health—was
stricken with an awful disease that brought all kinds of suffering. Until
finally Job’s wife couldn’t take it anymore. Shesaid, i J u s t
and die! He doesndt care

in trying to serve Hi m? I

When bad things happen to good people we are forced to face one the
most important questions of existence — Who is really in control of
life? There are three basic answers from which you can choose.

You can believe and assume that you are in control. You canwith
conviction quote those oft-repeated words of William Ernest
Henley,

I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.

| am in charge of my lifeBut when tragedy comes, when the cold
clammy hand of illness gets a hold of your body and changes all of
your plans, you suddenly realize, A Man, | 6 m
Il not in control Someone

You can believe and assume that no one is in control of life. That
life is just a series of unrelated coincidences with no rhyme nor reason

to it all. Like one of the main charactersin Shak e s pplyar e’ swor K _
byC elne brdatoer whfayt| |Heg fi s
not hi

i Ma c b evt believethatlifeii s a tale t ol
sound and fury, signifying

not i
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There’s a term for that kind of thinking and philosophy—we call it
fatalism. No one is in control, just blind fate. But, as someone has
wiselysaid, i Fat al i sm embr aces tAmddear,wor s
more often than not, is a destructive force in our lives.

The Biblesays,i Fe ar i n v o lgvoesssnkiv).oWonuel ndtnod t
e arl awful ivdy &otive your éf@to He cathtindmaldy thvetd anbméndh athad n e ¢
soul? But there is a third answer.

You can believe and assume that God is in control. Regardless of
how dark and disturbing life can appear at times, you can believe and
stake your life upon the assurance that there is a God, a Creator, a loving
and powerful Heavenly Father, who is at work in this world, often behind
the scenes, to bring good out of evil, joy out of sadness, blessing out of

C ur s e brdBemrass.
about
g ui t .Tlat’s the conviction the apostle Paul had when he wrote, i We

What difference does it ma
know
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who

have been call ed a@i@®opesndy) ng t o hi

you.

And this was the kind of faith that Joseph had. In the midst of all of this
heartache and tragedy and abuse and mistreatment and abandonment, he
continued to live his life with faith and with integrity and with grace. He
took the high road.

There came a moment in his life when he could have taken out all of his
frustrations and his hurt on these brothers who treated him so cruelly.

He had the power and the opportunity to get even. Hesaid, A Don 6t b
afraid. Am Iin the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving

c hoafr gnea roYeeneslypydeo®id. § e

or

somet hing else is. o0
Or, inotherwords,i Li st en, guys. God has
know what He was doing. You did

one knew what He was doing. But in the midst of all of this, He was at

to bring good out of andhe e

doing and w
ng. o

We know the end of the story. God used all of these jagged pieces of life
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to put together a beautiful picture of salvation and redemption. The ago, Dr. James Dobson wrote a book entitled, A Emot i ons: Ce
children of Israel, the people of God, were saved, they survived an Tr ust Treensw@r & no—you can’t trust them. They’re always

awful famine, because God was at work behind the scenes to bring changing. You need something solid to stand upon during the time of

ultimate good to His people. trouble—something stable to which you can anchor your soul.

Now here’s what should encourage ustoday. i J e sus Chr i s tThat’sSwvheie theepromises of God come in. They’re written down in
same yesterday amdestzsond.ay and f o leckaadrwhite. You can hold them. They are God’s eternal word to
us. And one of the most precious of all is what Jesus promised us shortly

But PastorMarky ou dondét wunder st ahdm r ke d@efore Bedeft thisearth. thessdur el 'y | wi Il 1l be with
hurting. My worl d has come cr asemidigofd otmtswvesaeagle d Om just sitting h
in the midst of all of the broken pieces. My husband walked out on

me. My son is battling drugs. My teenage daughter is pregnant. |~ When missionary David Livingstone returned to his homeland in

lost my |job. |l 6ve just di sc oV e rSeotlandaftgr 165earoofiveryediffibukatines en shéintssion field, he wad v e
buried a | oved emssed Pedplehawe ldi mee n dskeditdspeek to a large group of students at Glasgow University.

down. And on and on and on!
His body was thin and frail from the ravages of some 27 fevers that had

Let me remind you: Even though Joseph couldn’t see or possibly traveled through his veins. One arm hung useless at his side, the result of
know what God was doing in the midst of all this mess; even though being mangled by a lion. After he had spoken to the students, he opened
he may have felt that God had forsaken and abandoned him; God was the floor for questions and one young man stood up and asked him,
with Himall ofthetime. Do you r emember t he Kkefywhaetr ssfudtnailJmedepphdés in the midst

story? It’s repeated three different times. i The L or d wa slonalinesstof being out there by yourself in such a remotecpla ? 0
J 0 s e(@nkis@:2).
He thought about it for a moment and thenanswered. il t was Ch

Not only was the Lord with Joseph, He was working behind the promi se, 6L o, | am with you al wa
scenes to bring good out of all of the evil. And because Joseph took

the high road and lived his life with faith and with integrity and with The Bible says in Romans 8:6,Ai To be spiritually
grace, God blessed Joseph and, through him, blessed Joseph’s family p e a qnev) Acknowledge God’s presence, keep worshiping Him,

and his descendants and anyone and everyone around him. even when you can’t see Him or feel Him. It will build trust in your soul

and it produce life and peace.
So how do you trust God when you are in the midst of dark

days? The answer is found in three P’s. Here’s the second P.

Acknowledge God’s Presence Even When You Can’t See Him Persist In Doing What Is Right. Be obedient to God. Take the high
Or Feel Him. Underline that word “presence.” Although you may road. Do what is right even when others are treating you wrong. That is
not be able to see Him or feel Him and it may look like everything is what Joseph did and that is why God was able to use Joseph in such a
going wrong and that God has abandoned you, He has promised us, powerful way to bring blessing to his family and to his children and to his
ANever will | | eave y¢ekwsizsnve ver wdsckntantsland fo anyoseankl everygne avodnd him.

Our emotions ebb and flow like the waves of an ocean. Several years When God sends us a signal, we just need to do it—no questions asked.
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It may not make sense to us. But that doesn’t matter. For, you see,
we see in part and know in part, but God knows fully.

When Earl Weaver was manager of the Baltimore Orioles baseball
team, he had a standing rule that no one could steal a base unless
given the signal.

When Hall of Famer, Reggie Jackson, played briefly for the
Baltimore Orioles, he felt that was just a silly rule. He thought he
knew the pitchers and catchers well enough to judge for himself who
he could and couldn’t steal on.

So one game Reggie decided to steal without a sign. He got a good
jump off the pitcher and easily beat the throw to second. As he shook
the dirt off of his uniform, he looked over at the bench and smiled,
feeling he had vindicated his judgment to his manager.

When the inning was over, Earl Weaver took Jackson aside and
explained to him why he hadn’t given the steal sign. For one thing,
the next batter was Lee May, the team’s best power hitter other than
Jackson. When Jackson stole second, that left first base open, so the
other team walked Lee May intentionally, taking the bat out of his
hands.

Not only that! The following batter hadn’t been strong against that
particular pitcher. So Weaver felt he had to send up a pinch hitter to
try to drive in the men on base and that left Weaver without his best
pinch hitter for later in the game when he really needed him.

The problem was that Jackson saw only his own role in the game
while his manager saw the whole game.

And so it is with God. God wasn’t just thinking about Joseph. He
was thinking about the future of His people and the plan of salvation
and the work of eternity.

You will never know all that God is doing. The Bible talks about God

doingii mmeasurabltyhwamoall we Buth i

when we persist to do what is right even in the midst of awful
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circumstances, it builds trust and allows God to not only bless us but to
use us in blessing others.

Now here’s the third P.

Pray Continually. It’s amazing what prayer will do. The Bible says,

AThey that
Kv). Someone has put it like this. A T h e
stand up

t o

God can

wa i

t

The apostle Paul says it like this: fi |
strengt Ph@pans:13NAES. 0

upon

can

t he kaxond S
man, t he woma
to anything.

do

al |

t

hing

So let me close this morning with a quote from one of the greatest
Christian writers who ever lived, E.M. Bounds. He writes: A Tr u st
not a belief that God can bless trat he will bless, but that he DOES
bless. Trust always operates in the present tense. Hope looks to the

futur e,

trust

ooks

to

t he

prese

And so | encourage you this morning, no matter what you’re going

through:
a
feel Him.
i
U Pray continually.
or 1 magine.

To acknowledge God’s presence c¢ven if you can’t see Him or

Commit and persist in doing what is right even if it isn’t easy.
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