LABOR DAY SUNDAY
“Your Work Matters To God”

Ephesians 6:5-8

This is Labor Day weekend and, frankly, I come to it with mixed
emotions because I’m not sure exactly what to do with this particular
holiday.

All year long we gear up for holidays. For Christmas we endeavor to
get into the spirit of giving. For New Years we try to get into the spirit
of new beginnings. For the 4™ of July we get all patriotic. For Thanks-
giving we focus upon getting ourselves into a thankful mood.

But what are we supposed to do for Labor Day? If we’re honoring
work, shouldn’t we go to work an hour early on Labor Day and say to

ourboss,“ I *"m so thankful for work
|l *m going to work al/l day and
paidfori t because | enjoy my worKk

Now that’s not what we’re going to do, is it? We’re not going to go
into work early and stay late and donate our salary as a symbol of the
blessedness of labor. No, most of us are going to take the day off with
pay! Somehow that just doesn’t seem consistent with the way we honor
other holidays.

For most of us, Labor Day is simply a “free” day in life, a day to sleep in,
lounge around, take it easy—a day of parades and picnics and weekend
excursions—and the very last thing we ever think about is work.

And so it would be very easy for me this morning to just skip over this
holiday and preach about something else. But I’m not going to do that. |
want to lift up this day and talk about work and remind you that Your
Work Matters To God.

So let me ask you a few questions this morning.

U Do you really like your job?
U How many of you look forward to going to work on Monday
mornings because you really miss seeing your boss?
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If you answered “ Y e t® Any of these questions then you’re in the
minority. Recent surveys indicate that 65% of American workers are
unhappy with their jobs. Most of them go to work simply because they
have no other choice. Their theme song is:

I owe, | owe, | owe,

So off to work I go.

Work is drudgery; their jobs, unfulfilling; their lives little more than a
meaningless merry-go-round that has no real purpose to it. What a
horrible way in which to live your life!

Statistics reveal that if you live to retirement, the average employee will
have worked nearly 90,000 hours. That is a huge slice out of your
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S19it aﬂ]yuwgnlae% tflat Labor Day weekend comes and we’re not really
sure what it is that we should be honoring? For most people, work is
something to be endured rather than enjoyed. But God never ever
intended for us to view our work in that light.

And so | want us to take some time this morning on this Labor Day
weekend and look in Scripture and see what God has to say about work.

One of the places in Scripture where God speaks specifically about our
work and how we should view it is the 6" chapter of the book of
Ephesians. In the final couple of chapters in this little letter that Paul
wrote to the church at Ephesus, we find him focusing in upon our
relationships in life.

He talks about our marriage relationship—how to be the right kind of
husband, how to be the right kind of wife, how to have a godly marriage.
And then he talks about family relationships—how to be the right kind of
parents, how to be the right kind of fathers, how to live in such a way
that you bring joy to your mom and your dad, how to have a godly home.

And then beginning with verse 5 in the 6™ chapter of this book of
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Ephesians, he talks about our relationships out in the marketplace, at your boss. Listen to what he says, “ Ser v e anddlyp, lasifhyeu
work, with our employers and our employees—how to be the right kind were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will
of worker, how to be the right kind of boss, how to be godly at work. reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or

f r aeedans6:7-8NIV).
Now Paul was writing to a culture that was submerged in the practice of
slavery. That sounds so foreign to us today but it was so common to the In the book of Colossians, Paul also talks about our work, how we
people of that day. And so when he focuses in on this subject of work handle ourselves out in the workplace. Listen to what he says. Itisso in
and spells out what | believe can rightfully be called a @ T h e o | o g ytun®with what he says here to the Ephesians.
Wo r ke tadks about it in the realm of slavesand masters
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the

Now you won’t do any harm at all to the meaning and intent of this Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an
Scripture if you simply substitute the words“ e mp | ang“eeenip | oy e r *inheritance from the Lord as a reward. Itis the. Lord Christ you
forthe words“ s | aande’ sva s t Whataul'is talking about here are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 NIV

is the workplace. L . .
P There is this tendency we have to compartmentalize our lives. We

iHow should | relate ¢t edrivingslak os sEPAYEINsiptq thatyhich iy secregandghat which is secular, into
master?0 iHow shoul d | svséere w tWhigh s, spirityal ardl that Whigh is material nfo that which hely
uni mportant, uninspifHaow carnd lu nidl}pEdichdswerdly - o
and meaning in that which is so mundane and monotonous?Oo0 ,
We tend to cutup our livesintoslices. “ Now t hi s sl i ce &k
And so let’s read together this little passage of Scripture that talks about Sunday mornings are H'S'And WefdneSday nights ﬂmg to H'.m
how we should view our work. too—I “ working for God. Thirty minute every morning—my quiet
time—areHis. Andthisslice belongstofamiyi t “ s f ami | vy
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with when we relate and communicate and enjoy things together as a
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not family.”
only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve u ; ; ;
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because m';\ : ((j; atr 2 Ie f _ sl f ? Serbr%l;mnl}])&{g}% rTM pmeS:algn,se mh

you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he . !
survive—t o have a roof over my head

does, whether he is slave or free. Ephesians 6:5-8 NIV
Three great principles about work flow out of this passage. | wonder if “And this slice belongs to me.
you noticed them? (1) Work is Sacred. (2) Work is a Blessing. ., I r e e—to golfionfish or read or garder—to do what | want to
(3) Work is our own Personal Pulpit to Glorify and Honor God. do."”

Let’s look at these three principles.

But the Bible doesn’t really talk about the Christian life in this manner.
Work is Sacred. Your work matters to God. That’s what this passage The apostle Paul declares in 1% Corinthians 3:21, “ Al | t hing
is saying. God is interested in what kind of employee you are, how you y 0 u mig).”Simon Peter writes in | Peter 3:15,“ Set  rptaast C
work, what you do, how you act toward other employees, how you treat Lord” (niv). Not just as Savior, but as the Lord of life.
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God doesn’t want justa“ s | Dfgoear’life. He wants to be the Lord of
your life—the Lord of all of your life that He might fully bless you and
guide you and use your life to His glory and to your fulfillment as a
human being. And that includes your job, your work, your trade, your
profession. It’s not just a secularthing—it’s a sacredthing.

All of life is sacred. And because of that it means that your work
matters deeply to God.

There is a French Proverb that even goes so far as to say that: “ Wo r k

w 0 r s hAndit.is™—according to this passage from Colossians. “ 1 t
the Lord Christ you are servirig(colossians 3:24 NIV).

You’re not just going to work—you’re serving God. That’s why the
Bible says to usin Ecclesiastes 9:10,“ Wh at ever your
do it wi t h anvwl “ l otherLeranChgsh yoll are
serving” Our work honors God. It is sacred.

So,“ wh at e v e+whstheryou pastot some church somewhere
or serve on some mission field or work on an assembly line at some
factory or sit behind the desk in some office or toil out in the field on a
tractor or labor long hours in some nursing home emptying bedpans—
“wh at e v e rsaysyhe Rible,d workat it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not f or

That’s the first thing I want to say to you on this Labor Day Sunday.
Your work is sacred. It matters and matters deeply to God.

Are you familiar with the name Dawson Trotman? He was one of the
co-founders of one of the great campus ministries we have today at most
of our colleges and universities—The Navigators The office where he
worked in Pasadena, California was being remodeled one time under his
supervision.

So he asked one of the staff members, a handyman by the name of John,
to put in a couple of new doors—a front door and a back door. John’s
work on the front door was superbly done, but he didn’t put in quite as
much effort on the back door because it just opened up into an old
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downtown alley that was cluttered with garbage cans.

When Dawson Trotman returned from being out of town on a speaking
engagement and saw the front door, he complimented John. “* Go o d |
It looks nice. We are fortunate to have you aradin h eButevherihe
saw the back door, he was disappointed. Hesaid,* J ohn, what "
the back door ?”

o |

Johnreplied,* Wel I , 1t just nt

ist?”

IS
“J o hsaid Dawson Trotman gently but firmly, * when we do
fort he Lord, the backdoor is to |
That’s the way Dawson Trotman lived his life. He lived by the conviction

h a thatevefything eheuld be donedmboleheartedly, i as unt o t

opens up i

he

I’ve been thinking all week long about that statement from Dawson
Trotman. So often, we are exceedingly careful about the front door areas
of life—those things which other can clearly see—but not so particular
about the back door areas of life—those things hidden from sight. Hidden
in our minds; hidden in our hearts; hidden in the alleys and closets of our
being.

m &ust rernember, when God looks down from heaven, He sees the back
door just as easily as He sees the front door. So,“ what ever
finds to do, do
serving” Your work matters to God.

y O
i 1 tthve LoediChrigtlydu arg o u r

Now not only is your work sacred; It Is Also A Blessing. Work is a
blessing Now some of you arenodtYouar®e nv i

thinking to yourself right now, “ Wor k i s a bone&eti ng
real ! Work isn*"t a blessing. I
Il have to do. l't"s a task.”

I heard this story recently about this CEO of a small company who would
bring all of his employees together once a month for a little pep talk. It
was his time to inspire them and cast the vision. He would inform them
of'the company’s future plans and try to excite them about their work so
they would be enthusiastic about what they were doing. The more



-7- -8-

enthusiastic the worker, the more productive the company! jobs; and here you are in your forties or fifties looking for work. It’s at
times like these we realize that work is a blessing. Not a curse, not a

On one occasion, as he called them together, he said, © We h a v e peoakytnot a sentence, not a blight, but a blessing.

purchased a bunch of robots. And these robots will free you from

some of the menial things you have been doing in the past, like The Word of God tells us in the very first chapter of the Bible that* G o d

tightening screws and greasingeba r i ngs . ” created man i [@eesikuizgyv). Andione of theeery fest
things we learn about God from the Bible is that God is a worker.

Instantly he sensed from the expressions on their faces that they were

concerned about their job security. So quickly, he added, “ No w d o n For six days He worked and labored and formed and fashioned and

worry about your jobs. Nobody is going to lose a job as a result of created this world and this universe, as we know it. He found great joy

these robots. There will be someduction in the work force, but that and meaning and fulfillment in what He did. At the close of every day,

wi || be taken care of through r efteiHedwerked andzreai@d am praducad sorethiagt—the lightt the o n .

al |l keep your jobs."” stars, the sky, the mountains, the trees, living things, animals, people—He
stepped back and admired His work and said, with deep satisfaction and

“1 n fhesardt“,t’"hi s will work to your @lehsurahBAbget hi Asiwe gperdflédct t he

work of these robots, you will probably not even lawo work a full

40-hour week and you can take a day off now and then with no  And on the seventh day, He rested. He created a pattern for us—for you

reduction in pay.”’ and for me. “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do

As they got inspired, he got inspired. So hewenton. * As we g e tanytwbrk @xodus19:9-10 NIV).

system perfected even more, maybe you can have two days of f. Y o

only have to workhree days a week. In fact, our ultimate goalisthat  God didn’t rest six days and then work one. No, He worked six days and

the time will come when you will only come in one day a week, on then rested one. He found joy and meaning and fulfillment and pleasure

Wednesdays. That wil |l be it , a andsatigfactiori outlof Hs workl And when He crgatedintan, He didn’t s a
just plop him down into the center of the Garden of Edenand say,” Ea't ,
As he paused to catch his breath, one of the employees in the back row drink and be merry. Just relax. Take it easy. Kick up your feet.
raised his hand. He had a question. “ S,iwill we have to come in every Lounge around. Build a hammock. Stick it in neutralWatch the
Wednesday?” world goby.”
That’s how a lot of us view work—as a chore, a task, an unpleasant Iltsays,” The Lord God took the man al
reality of life, something we have to do. But | want to remind you on Eden to work it and take care f (cknelis 2’15 NIiv). God gave man, as a
this Labor Day Sunday that work is not a curse. 1t is a blessing. part of the blessing of Paradise, the privilege of working the garden and
caring for it. Because God understood, even if we don’t, that work is a
Some of you who have been looking and looking and looking for blessing.
employment understand just what a blessing work can be. You’ve
graduated from the university, you’ve got your degree, you’re all trained There is joy and meaning and fulfillment and pleasure and satisfactionina
for that special profession but there are just no openings anywhere. job well done. And so right at outset of human history, God blesses

Adam by inviting him to become a co-partner in creative activity and
Or maybe your company has moved out of town or closed down or cut forever put His stamp on the dignity and sanctity of work.
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And so here is what | want you to do this morning. Take time to thank
God for your job. Now | know what some of you are probably

thinking A Thank God for my jJob? He
|l have. He doesndét understand
peoplear e who wor k around me or

understand how demeaning that job is, how monotonous it is, how
utterly insignificant it makes

And, you’re right. I don’t. But, certainly, no more demeaning or
horrible than it was in Paul’s day to be a slave! Yet here is what he
writes to people at Ephesus:

“Sl aves, obey your earthly mast
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only
to win their favor when their eye is oyou, but like slaves of Christ,
doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if
you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord
will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or
fr GEResians 6:5-8 NIV).

It may not be the best job in the world. It probably isn’t. Butit’s a job.
It’s an opportunity to work. And work is a blessing. And if you will
view it as a blessing, it will change everything around you.

Someone hassaid it likethis: “ At t i tude i s a | itt]
di f f e rlencoorage you to spend time today giving thanks to the
Lord for the blessing of being able to work and have a job.

Now here’s the third thing that flows out of this passage of Scripture in
Ephesians 6 - Work is our own Personal Pulpit to Glorify and
Honor God. Listen to what Simon Peter says in 1% Peter 2. He is
talking about Christian believers here.

“You are a chosen
belonging to ®&d thatyou may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness i
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they
may see your good deeds
2:9,12 NIV).
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Here is what | believe the Scripture is saying to us this morning.
Regardless of where you are in lifed it may not be the best situation,

d ibneayg notdr¢ whérayauwanivb ke, it may ndt lee winat ybultraeinegl o b
hfar w lifedadit right eow poe gre wheye yourare lanol so letlitbs @ i ¢ a
w h a placawhgreeyoukhonaryGodmadglsrifyi Hem by whiateyou dag and n 6 t

how you work and what you do.

me feel . 0O

Maybe your boss isn’t the greatest boss in the world. Maybe he or she is
hard-driving, over-bearing, incompetent. Do you know what Paul says to

do? “ S| gwomkess, laborers), obey your earthly masters with respect

and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.
Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is one you, but
ke slavew dftChrist,r deisgpeewdlitof Goah fdom fycel dogartSersen d
wholeheartedly, as if yowere serving the Lord, not mé&ngphesians 6:5-7

NIv). Treat him better than he deserves!

Maybe you do work in an awful place and have a horrible job. Maybe
you are surrounded by people who trample all over each other, who tell
dirty stories and use raw language and have workplace affairs.

Here’s what you’re supposed to do, says Paul. “ Ser ve whol eh
as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is
sl ave @tsiansed7-aNng.eDon’t let the circumstances around you
&lvervely affect hbwhyaut feel nma What sou do. Dan’g let the people

around you drag you down. Ask God to help you lift them up!

“Live such good |ives among the
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the
day he WNpiersibNntv)S U S

Maybe you are a victim of circumstances. Maybe you do have the job
you have because you couldn’t get the one you wanted. Well, you are

p e o pnat®n, a @eople o y awhere you dreeakleashfas tbedime bedng, andesa Jgsussays,“ So | ety
light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise
nto his wowader fhatheérmghitn.Lheavemu.ch good | i\

a n dapeg | 0o rYour yorkds yodr oven persandd pallpitavbese yot cen glorify end honor u s

God. So I pray you will view it as a sacred place this week as you head
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back to work, a place where you can witness your faith with those who
do not know Jesus and be a true blessing to those who are lost.

Let me close with a story. An American tourist was walking down a

street Calcutta, India when he came upon a young missionary nurse who

was washing the legs and the feet of an old man who had leprosy. The

tourist was repelled by just the sight of it all. He uttered,” I  woul dn®*t do
that for a million dollars!?”

The young nurse looked up at him, smiled, andsaid,” Nei t her woul d I . |
woul dn*"t do it for a million doll ars, but
Christ.”

Paul says, “ Serve wholeheartedly, akyou were serving the Lord, not
M e N(Ephesians 6:7 NIv). Somehow, when we perform our earthly chores in
His name, they are not chores but acts of love. When you go to work
this week, do what you do in the name and for the sake of Jesus.

wo ul

d

do



