212 Degree Living—The Extra Degree

4212 Degree Commitment”
Luke 21:1-4

History is filled with people who almost made it. For instance, do you
have any idea at all as to what Charles Pinckney, Horatio Seymour,
Alton Parker and James Cox have in common?

Anyone! No one knows? Well, they aren’t exactly household names,
are they? Unless you are a trivia expert or a serious student of American
history then you probably wouldn’t know the answer to this question.

Here’s the answer. Here is what Charles Pinckney, Horatio Seymour,
Alton Parker and James Cox all have in common. Each man ran for
the United States presidency and lost—Pinckney against Thomas
Jefferson, Seymour against Ulysses S. Grant, Parker against Teddy
Roosevelt, and Cox against Warren G. Harding.

History does not reward the man who almost succeeds—only the one
who does succeed. The line between success and failure is exceedingly
thin. That’s what we’ve been talking about in this series of sermons
entitled 212 Degree Living—The Extra Degree.

At 211 degrees water is hot. But if you raise the temperature just one
degree—to 212 degrees—it boils. It creates enough force to move a
mighty locomotive. All kind of power is generated by that one extra
degree.

And so it is in life. Success is often found in going that one additional
step, that second mile, that extra degree, over and beyond what is
expected in life. | call that 212 Degree Living.

Now last Sunday | talked about having a 212 Degree Attitude. The
Word of God says to us in Philippians 2:5:

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus; Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
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And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death—even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 NIV

Tremendous power is generated in life when you possess and display the
spirit and attitude of Christ—going the second mile, turning the other
cheek, blessing those who curse you.

Now this morning | want to talk about 212 Degree Commitment.
Commitment is what turns a dream into a reality. It is the action that
speaks louder than words. It is what separates pretenders from
contenders. Nothing truly worthwhile in life is ever accomplished
without commitment.

A successful marriage always rests upon the solid foundation of
commitment. A college degree demands commitment—a commitment to
study, a commitment to go to class, a commitment to stick with it when
you could be out there making money and driving a nice car and having
new things.

A prosperous business is built upon commitment—come in early, go
home late, get that order out no matter what, work and serve and
sacrifice even when you don’t feel like it. A church will never make
much of a meaningful impact upon a community without
commitment—a commitment to love the unlovely, to serve the
undeserving, to help the helpless, to give and give and give.

But this morning | want to talk about that one extra degree of
commitment—212 Degree Commitment—that extra measure, that
additional degree, going above and beyond what is expected. Let me
show you what I’m talking about. Please take your Bibles and turn to the
21% chapter of the gospel of Luke.

While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched the rich people putting
their gifts into the collection box. Then a poor widow came by and
dropped in two pennies. ‘o

assur e
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has given more than all the rest of them. For they have given a
tiny part of their surplus, but she poor as she is, has given
everything she has. Luke 21:1-4

Now I just want you to stop and think about this for a moment. Hereisa
woman who has landed on the very bottom rung of life. Her husband
has died. Her income is gone. Her life is in shambles. She’s not just a
widow. The Scripture describes her as a “poor” widow.

She has nothing. No resources. No rights. No privileges. No power.
Nothing! In the eyes of society, she is just a minus sign. We don’t even
know her name--she is so unimportant and insignificant.

But here we are 2000 years later and we’re still talking about her—this
poor, underprivileged, destitute woman.

There were a lot of bigwigs in the Temple that day—wealthy,
prosperous, influential people. There were people there who were highly
educated—teachers of the law, religious experts, theological scholars.
They were people there who held important positions of power and
influence—community leaders, business owners, Temple officials.

But we don’t talk about them, do we? We don’t remember and recall
and embrace what they did. They are forgotten entities—Ilost and buried
in the dusty pages of history. Who we remember, who we talk about,
who we lift up, who we honor, who has influenced us is this poor,
powerless, deprived woman.

What did she do that was so remarkable, so powerful, so compelling that

we are still talking aboulthashtoer
do with her commitment. While many committed i s 0 me ttdthen g 0
Lord, she committediti al | . O

Look at verse 4. Jesus said, i A | | these peopl e
their wealth; but she out o

(NIV).

Now you may be thinking to yourself,i Pa st or
her e. She only putt

Mur phy,
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point. The size of the gift really doesn’t matter with Jesus. The point is
she gave it all. She committed everything she had to Jesus. She held
nothing back. And Jesus was moved! He said to His disciples, i | t e |
yout he truth, this poor widowuwhas
21:3 NIV).

And here we are 2000 years later and we’re still inspired and influenced
by what she did. We’re still reading about it and preaching about it and
talking about it. That extra degree of commitment—212 Degree
Commitment—when we hold nothing back from God but commit to
Him all that we are and all that we have.

A lot of people give to Jesus i s 0 me t—la parhofjtiéeir wealth, a part

of their life, a part of their heart, a part of their soul. There were all kinds

of people in the Temple that day givingtothe Lordfi s o me t lhmeam g . O
some of these gifts were, no doubt, impressive according to human
standards. There were a lot of rich people there that day giving big gifts.

There were probably some i u haadsomefia hs . 0

But one very ordinary, non-descript, destitute woman gave to the Lord
her i a |—lit @asn’t much but it was her fi a |—land we’re still talking
about her today. That’s the power, the force, the influence, the energy
that is produced by that one extra degree of commitment.

If you read the biographies of all of the great men and women of the
Church whose lives have moved the masses and brought revival and
renewal to the Church, you will find a crisis moment in their lives when
theyAiempt i ed t Isceta speak,@mmal fuk gave sverything to

t]eauﬁhgir@gar&s,lwgir livesy thep pos§e§si3n|s, their futyre tg Him.

Not just a part of their hearts, not just a part of their lives, not just a part
of what they owned and possessed, but committed everything to Him!

9 a&{)deine\fitqplg, jt was e;is'elyf agthis(gngn}ent f8r\fvard that God was
f  h e rolegopreak the bgnd

af, had held,therg qngl reallyjise themngan ¢

unprecedented kind’of way.

| Q4 had uisedithem befgre, | Theyhad, given part of their lives, part of
i Bultithatds notthe n N i theig hearts, pprf,of theig rgsourgeg and possessions to God. But it was

when they gave Him their all that the power of God was really set



-5- -6-
loose in their lives. in my heart. | wept aloud with joy and love. I literally bellowed
out the unspeakable overflow of my heart.

Charles Finney was calledi Ame r i c a9t 1 evhewsd i st . ?hesewavescameover me, and over me, one after another, until |

major leader of the Second Great Awakeningere in America during remember crying out “1 shall die
the early part of the 19™ Century. But it was a unique encounter with over me."” | said, “Lord, | cannot
Christ following his conversion that propelled him to this place of of death.”

influence and service. . _ o
So profound was Finney’s encounter with God that his life was forever

As a young lawyer, Finney entered the woods near his home and changed. Finney went on to become the greatest evangelist of his day.
experienced conversion. But it was later, in his law office, he had a And he always pointed back to this crisis moment, this occasion in his
further encounter with Christ that, while not a conversion experience, life when he fell at the feet Jesus and surrendered everything to Him, as
forever changed his life. the moment when God baptized Him with fire and power.
Let me read for you Finney’s own words. Let me give you another example—Dwight L. Moody. Dwight L.
_ _ Moody was already experiencing great success as a pastor of a thriving
All my feelings seemed to rise and flow out and the thought of my church in Chicago. He had gathered an impressive team of committed
heart was, I want to pour my wh oghgistignPelidbrs aPolintd hith, nclGithg'the gifted SoToRt, IFal SEnkey.9

of my soul was so great that | rushed into the room back of the

front office to pray.. By all appearances Moody was a successful minister of the gospel. Then

As | went in and shut the door after me, it seemed as if | met the in June of 1871, two women—Mrs. Sarah Anne Cooke and Mrs.
Lord Jesus Christ face to f ace.. HEawhurst—satnthe frantgrow of e churob ank bedan ditigenthye
in such a manner as to break me right down at his feet. 1t seemed praying for Moody during the services.

to me a reality that he stood before me, and I fell down at his feet

and poured out my soul to him. So Moody wondered, i Wh at 6 s  \arid dpproachetithers chexay
I wept aloud like a child and made such confessions as I could with to ask them why they were praying so fervently for him right in the
my choked words. It seemed to me that I bathed his feet with my middle of the worship services. They told him they were praying for
tears.. | received a mighty bapt i shinhedausa theysensed heyneeded therppwer, of the Spirit in his life

ministry.

Without any expectation of it, without ever having the thought in

my mind that there was any such thing for me, without any Well, how would you have reacted? | mean, already this guy was a very
memory of ever hearing the thing mentioned by any person in the

world, the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner that successful pastor and preacher. But instead of reacting defensively, he
seemed to go through me, body and soul. encouraged them to keep praying for him. And a change began to take

place in Moody’s life.
I could feel the impression like a wave of electricity, going through

and through me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves of liquid love, He confessed—here are hisexactwords:i Ther e came a gr

for | could not express it in any other way. Itseemed like the very into my soul. | did not know what it was. | began to cry out as | never

It:I:eeaitr:r%fe%Osgvvlif\ZQ. remember distinctly that it seemed to fan me, did before. | really felt that I did not want to live if | could not have
this power for service.o

No words can express the wonderful love that was spread abroad
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And so he asked these two women to pray with him every Friday some of those conservative beliefs like teaching that the Bible is true
afternoon until he had received the powerful anointing of the Holy and infallible then youdre never
Spirit.

And although Graham was a successful college president and evangelist,
Moody finally yielded every part of his life and will to his Lord. the core of his life and ministry was being shaken. If those closest to
Suddenly, he felt the overwhelming presence of God in an him were abandoning their fidelity to the Bible and its teachings, was he
unprecedented manner. Moody quickly found a room in which he could naive to continue trusting them as had in his youth?

be alone with God.
Here is what he writes. These are his words:
AThat room seemexidMobdy.dize dwiotpplpe@o d o0t he . .
floor and lay bathing in the Divine. Of this communion, this mount Eg?n haeia;t Z?ﬁ)ar?rf Tg\?v\g% r?]%m:eﬂgg' tgvt'glveﬂ;i ;?;W?rngﬂef
of transfiguration, | can say that God revealed Himself to me, and | paign ga"oping ’ '

. . X . could nottrust the Bible, I could not go on. | would have to quit
had such an experience of His love that | had to ask Him to stay his the school presidency. 1 would have to leave pulpit evangelism.
hand. o

I was only thirty years of age. It was not too late to become a dairy
It was just a short time later, while in England, that moody heard Henry farmer. But that night I believed with all my heart that the God
Var | enllénging words. Varleysaid, i The wor | cdeehas Wéf had saved my soul would never
what God will do with and for and_ throug\h a man who is fully He knelt in the woods by an old tree stump and prayed.
consecrated to Him. o0

“ O God! arenfahyehings in this book I do not understand.
Moody thought to himself, iVar | ey di dnot say t ha fThergateanany goplems witl ikfer avhich I have no solution.
was 6a great man, o6 or 6a | ear ned TAYSRemanygegmingeentragigtigns; Thege arpsame @easgr 6 a
man. o Just a omsecratedtchHim!Bys Goud d sy cr 4 that do not seem to correlate with modern science.

and help | will try to be that man!®zn"t answer s ocakeandopbychdopical phi | «

_ _ ) ) ) questions Chuck and others are rai
Immediately there was a difference in Dwight L. Moody. He said, fi |

went to preaching again. The sermons were not different; | did not ~ But listen to his witness. He said,
present any new truths; and yet hundreds weoaeerted. | would not

. . At | ast the Holy Spirit freed me
now be placed bac_k where | was before that blessed experience if you accept this as Thy Word—by faith! 1am going to allow faith to go
should give me all the world.o beyond my intellectual questions and doubts, and 1 will believe this

to be Your inspired Word."

Let me give you just one more example, modern day example, someone _
you all know—Billy Graham. Billy Graham was 30 years old when he When I got up from my knees at Forest Home that August night,
reached a crossroad in his life. His good friend and colleague, Charles my eyes stung with tears. 1 sensed the presence and power of God

Templeton, had abandoned many of the beliefs that he and Graham had as | had not sensed it in months. Not all my questions had been
formerly shared. answered, but a major bridge had been crossed. In my heart and

mind, I knew a spiritual battle in my soul had been fought and

won.
Templeton had become a rather well-known east coast scholar. He

ridiculed Graham for his faith. Hesaid, A Bi | 1 vy, i f you ¢ waatbisLosAmrgelescampaign shortly after this crisis moment in



-9-
Billy Graham’s life that launched his career into international
prominence. Before God elevated him into a prominent international
figure, Graham yielded himself to God to a degree that many of his
colleagues were unwilling to do.

He committed himself to God that one extra degree—over and beyond
where most people are willing to go...and that made all of the difference
in his life. That’s the common factor in the lives of Finney, Moody and
Graham—it was their total submission to God, A 212 Degree
Commitment.

Let me ask you: Have you had a similar experience in your life? An
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men faced incredible odds. He knew that the roads before them would
be dangerous and difficult. He knew that his men would be tempted to
quit when the going got rough, would abandon their quest and return
back to Spain.

So, as soon as Cortez and his men had come ashore and unloaded their
provisions on Mexican soil, he ordered their entire fleet of 11 ships
destroyed. His men stood on the shore and watched as their only
possibility retreat burned and sank.

And from that point on, they knew beyond any doubt there was no
return, no turning back. Nothing lay behind them but empty ocean.

unforgettable moment in time when you have saidto God, i | g i v € iTHReir oAlY dption was to go forward, to conquer or die.
to yowd my heart, my life, my future, my dreams, my possessions

e Vv er yt Thatis 212 Degree Commitment. Folks, that’s what it takes in the Christian life to truly be victorious. You

have to burn the bridges behindyouandsay,i T h e wi d rothiogf Go

I’m not asking if you’re a Christian. I’m not asking if you have given mor e not hi ng | e sThat is n 212 (Degreg el

God a major part of your life. I'm not asking if you have made and
brought sacrifices to Him. Most people give God something. My
question is: Have you given Him your all, held nothing back, and
said, AiHer e | taot.al Ily a¥Ymour s. o

That final degree of commitment is the one that makes all of the
difference in the world.

During the great age of colonization, the nation of Spain twice sent
explorers into Mexico to try to establish a Spanish colony there but
failed miserably. The Aztec warriors were just too strong and ferocious
and the Spanish would-be conquistadors returned back home battered
and beaten.

But Spain wouldn’t give up and they sent a 3rd explorer to Mexico, a
man by the name of Hernando Cortez. He brought with him only 600
men and, yet, over the next two years his vastly outnumbered forces
were able to defeat Montezuma and all of the warriors of the Aztec
empire, making Cortez the conqueror of all of Mexico.

How was he able to be successful when so many others had failed? Here
is what he did. Cortez knew from the very beginning that he and his

Commitment.



