
 212 Degree Living—The Extra Degree 

 “212 Degree Perseverance” 

 

James 5:1-11 

 

 

What is the best piece of advice you ever received?  That’s a 

tough question, isn’t it, because it seems that people are always giving us 

advice!  But I want you to think about it seriously this morning.  What is 

the best piece of advice you ever received in life? 

 

I had a friend say to me one time that the best piece of advice he ever 

received in life came from his boss at his first job.  On the day he was 

hired, his boss said to him, “Just remember, you don‟t have to like 

everyone, but you do have to get along with everyone.”  

 

My friend said, “I have never forgotten those words.  They have been 

so helpful for me in my business and in my family relationships and 

in the church world.  Life is full of difficult people.  You don‟t have to 

like them or like what they do, but you do have to learn how get along 

with them if you ever want to be successful.” 

 

I had another person say to me that the best piece of advice they ever 

received was from their mother.  Their mother used to say to them, “Use 

it up, wear it out, make do, or do without.”   

 

“Every time my mother said that, it drove me up a wall,” admitted this 

woman.  “But through some very difficult stretches of life, I learned to 

be very resourceful and very contented.  We learned to live within our 

means and become good stewards of what God had entrusted to us.” 

 

I heard a minister say to a group of singles one time, “It is better to wish 

that you were married than to be married and wish that you were 

not.” 

 

Someone else shared this piece of advice they had received.  “People 

will forget what you said; people will forget what you did; but people 

will never forget how you made them feel.” 

 

I know a mother who used to pass on this dating advice to her four  
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daughters about men.  “If he doesn‟t treat you like a princess, he isn‟t 

the prince.” 

 

So what’s the best piece of advice you ever received in life?  Let 

me share with you mine.  This piece of advice was passed on to me when 

I was a college freshman.  That was 41 years ago.  I was attending a 

Bible college in Frankfort, Indiana and a minister who was a General 

Superintendent in the Pilgrim Holiness Church, a man by the name of 

Paul F. Elliot, was the chapel speaker that day and he said something I 

have never forgotten.   

 

He began his message by saying, “I want to give you a Sentence Sermon 

this morning.  It has nothing to do with the content of the message 

that I‟m going to be bringing in just a few moments, but perhaps it 

will become an anchor for you in life that will hold steady in the midst 

of the storms.” 

 

Here is that Sentence Sermon that has stayed with me these past 41 

years.  “If you have a good excuse to quit, don‟t use it.”   I don’t 

remember anything else he said that day.  To be blatantly honest with 

you, I don’t think I remember what anybody else ever said in chapel those 

four years of college, but I have never ever forgotten those words.  “If 

you have a good excuse to quit, don‟t use it.” 

 

That just may be the best piece of advice I ever received in life.   I want 

to talk about “perseveranceò this morning.  The power of perseverance! 

Having a 212 Degree Perseverance!  

 

John D. Rockefeller once said, “I do not think there is any other 

quality so essential to success of any kind as the quality of 

perseverance.  It overcomes almost everything.” 

 

Napoleon, one of the greatest conquerors who ever lived, once declared 

that “victory belongs to the most persevering.”  

 

Albert Einstein once said, “It‟s not that I‟m so smart, it‟s just that I 

stay with problems longer.”  He persevered. 
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Samuel Johnson, the famous British author, once wrote, “Great works 

are performed not by strength, but by perseverance.” 

 

Calvin Coolidge, one of our presidents, has summed it up like this: 

“Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence.  Talent will 

not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful people with talent. 

Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.  Education 

will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.  Persistence and 

determination alone are omnipotent.  The slogan „press on‟ has solved 

and always will solve the problems of the human race.” 

 

Now, in case you are wondering, “perseverance” is very much a biblical 

word.  It appears 20 different times in its various forms.  Paul writes in 

Romans 5, “We…rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us” (Romans 5:3-5 NIV). 

 

He writes to the church at Thessalonica, “Among God‟s churches we 

boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecution and 

trials you are enduring” (2
nd

 Thessalonians 1:4 NIV). 

 

The writer of Hebrews says, “Let us throw off everything that hinders 

and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 

the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV). 

 

James, our Lord’s brother, writes this: “We consider blessed those who 

have persevered” (James 5:11 NIV). 

 

There is tremendous power in perseverance.  I’m finishing up a series of 

sermons this morning entitled 212 Degree Living—The Extra Degree. 

Water is hot at 211 degrees.  But if you raise the temperature just one 

degree—to 212 degrees—it boils.  It creates enough energy and force to 

do astounding things—to drive a mighty locomotive, to power a gigantic 

machine, to produce billions and billions of volts of electricity. 

 

The difference between success and failure is often that one degree, that 

additional step, going that second mile, above and beyond what is 

expected.  And one of the things you and I need to possess if we want to  
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be truly victorious in life is a 212 Degree Perseverance.  Here is my 

outline.  It is very simple this morning.  What Is Perseverance?  

Where Does It Come From?  How Do You Get It?   

 

Now don’t let the simplicity of that turn you off.  What we’re talking 

about this morning is critical to victorious Christian living. 

 

What Is Perseverance?  Now that may sound like a redundant 

question. ñWhat is perseverance?  Well, everybody knows what 

perseverance is, donôt they?  Itôs persistence. Itôs determination.  Itôs 

stick-to-itiveness.  Itôs getting up when youôre knocked down.  Itôs trying 

again after you have failed.  Itôs keeping on keeping onò 

 

Now all of that is true, but let me share with you a little different 

perspective about perseverance.  It’s a part of perseverance that we often 

forget or overlook or fail to emphasize.  Listen to the words of Walter 

Elliot.  “Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races, one 

after another.” 

 

It’s what Eugene Peterson describes as “a long obedience in the same 

direction.”  Jesus said it like this: “If anyone would come after me, he 

must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23 

NIV). 

 

“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races, one after 

another.”  It is picking up your cross daily.   

 

Dr. Fred Craddock puts it like this: “We think giving our all to the 

Lord is like taking a $1,000 dollar bill and laying it on the table—

„Here‟s my life, Lord.  I‟m giving it all.‟  But the reality for most of us 

is that He sends us to the bank and has us cash in the $1,000 for 

quarters.” 

 

“We go through life putting out 25 cents here and 50 cents there. 

Listen to the neighbor kid‟s troubles instead of saying, „Get lost.‟  Go 

to a committee meeting.  Give a cup of water to a shaky old man in a 

nursing home.” 

 

“Usually giving our life to Christ isn‟t glorious.  It‟s done in all of  
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those little acts of love, 25 cents at a time.  It would be easy to go out 

in a flash of glory” (just lay that $1,000 bill on the altar and say, ‘Here, 

Lord.  It’s Yours!”).   “It‟s harder to live the Christian life little by 

little over the long haul.”   

 

You and I live in a culture of quitting.  People try marriage, find it hard, 

and quit.  They try jobs and find them difficult and walk away.  They take 

up diets and discover they are expected to exercise their body and their 

common sense, and they quit.  They take up fitness programs for a few 

weeks, then quit.  They decide to get their lives straightened out and 

start to church, and then quit.  

 

Perseverance is essentially “a long obedience in the same direction.” It 

is getting on the road and staying there.  It is picking up your cross daily. 

With each new challenge, with each new obstacle, with each new hurt, 

with each new sorrow, with each new decision, with each new 

temptation, it is saying, “Jesus, I‟m going to follow You today.  I‟m 

going to live the way You want me to live.  I‟m going to submit anew 

to Your way, Your will, Your word.” 

 

That is the essence of perseverance.  I recall going to the office one 

morning when I was serving as the Senior Pastor of the First Free 

Methodist Church of Bedford, Indiana.  I was upset.  I was angry.  I was 

hurt.  Linda and I had had some words that morning.   

 

Now don’t sit there and look at me like you’ve never done that!  It’s a 

part of marriage—learning how to walk hand-in-hand even when you 

don’t see eye-to-eye.  I don’t even remember what the issue was.  But I 

do remember how irritated and annoyed I was. 

 

As is my habit, the first thing I did when I got to the office was to shut 

the door, open my Bible and spend some time with the Lord.  Here are 

the words I read that morning.  
 

Therefore, as Godôs chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 

may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together  
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in perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace.  (Colossians 3:12-15 NIV) 

    
God really goes does have a sense of humor.  But I didn’t think it was all 

that funny that morning.  I remember sitting there in that office that 

morning and wrestling with God.  ñBut, God, I have every right to be 

angry.  Iôm right this timeðI really am!  She needs to change.ò 

 

I remember the Holy Spirit asking me, ñWell, what if she doesnôt 

change?  What are you going to do?  How are you going to act? What 

are you going to do with these words from God?ò 

 

I remember thinking, ñBut itôs not fair.  I donôt want to let go of this 

anger quite yet.  I want her to suffer a little bit.  I know this is what Iôm 

supposed to do but I just donôt want do that right now.ò 

 

And God spoke to me very clearly.  ñYour choice to follow Me years 

ago, to leave your dreams behind and respond to My call to preach are 

just a part of past history.  What matters is what you choose to do today. 

Will you choose to listen to Me and follow My will and My words 

today?ò 

 

That’s what Jesus means when He says, “If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” 

(Luke 9:23 NIV).  Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races, one 

after another. 

 

By the way, I chose to follow His words that day…and so did 

Linda…and I believe that is one of the reasons why we’re going to have 

the opportunity this coming June to celebrate 40 years of marriage. 

 

Where Does Perseverance Come From?  That’s the second question. 

Where do you find this strength, this will-power, this stamina to keep on 

keeping on? 

 

Listen to the words of 2
nd

 Peter, chapter 1.   
 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 

glory and goodness.  Through these he has given us his very great  
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and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 

the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires. 
 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 

goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-

control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 

godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing 

measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 

unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
                                                                             (2nd

 Peter 1:3-8 NIV) 

 

Do you see where it comes from?  It comes from God.  As we come to 

know Him and trust in His promises, He gives us His divine power for 

everything we need for life.  In fact, Peter says that we begin to partake 

of His divine nature.  We become like Him.  His character traits become 

our character traits.  And one of the things most evident about God is His 

faithfulness, His steadfastness, His perseverance.  

 

Psalm 33:4 ï “He is faithful in all he does” (NIV).  1
st
 Thessalonians 

5:24 ï “The one who calls you is faithful” (NIV).  Psalm 111: 7 ï “The 

works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are 

trustworthy.  They are steadfast for ever and ever” (Psalm 111:7-8 NIV). 

 

Francis Thompson describes God as the “hound of heaven.”  He is 

always pursuing us, always searching for us, always seeking us.  He never 

lets us go.  He is persistent.  He perseveres.  That is His nature. And it is 

this nature that he seeks to impart to you and to me as we come to know 

Him and trust Him and claim His promises.   

 

It’s not a matter of gritting your teeth and trying harder.  It’s a matter of 

opening your spirit to His Spirit.  Perseverance comes from God.  Here is 

a promise that God has for each of us.  “He will keep you strong to the 

end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, is faithful” (1
st
 Corinthians 1:8-9 NIV). 

 

So How Do You Get It?  That’s the third question.  Listen to the words 

of Hebrews 11:27.  The Bible here is talking about Moses and this is  
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what it says, “He persevered because he saw him who is invisible” (NIV). 

 

Do you remember the story of Elisha?  Elisha was one of the great 

prophets of Israel, but like most prophets, he was deeply loved by some 

and greatly hated by others.  One of his enemies was the king of Syria. 

The Syrians were bound and determined to destroy Israel.   

 

Time and time again, however, Israel escaped from the hands of the 

Syrians because of the godly advice of the prophet Elisha.  So the king of 

Syria sought to kill Elisha in order to gain the victory over Israel. 

 

He learned that Elisha was living in the walled city of Dothan, so one 

night he sent a whole army to capture the prophet.  Not a hit squad; not a 

company of men; but “horses and chariots and a great army,” says the 

Scripture.  Under the cloak of darkness, they surrounded the city for a 

surprise attack. 

 

When the sun came up, Elisha’s servant got up to take his morning stroll 

along the top of the wall, but what he saw made the blood run cold in his 

veins.  There all around the city were thousands and thousands and 

thousands of enemy soldiers with chariots and swords and shields.  He 

cried out in panic to Elisha, “Oh, my Lord, what shall we do?” 

 

I don’t know what he expected his master to say, but if he expected 

Elisha to give way to fear and terror, he was terribly mistaken.  Instead of 

being dismayed, Elisha was confident.  He said to his servant, “Don‟t be 

afraid.  Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.” 

 

You see, Elisha trusted in the Invisible One—in a God who cannot be 

seen with physical eyes.  He was steady in the face of fear.  While others 

may have been tempted to run or hide or quit, he stood in there and 

persevered.  In fact, he prayed for his servant and this is how he prayed. 

He said, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” 

 

And this prayer was marvelously answered.  The Bible says that the Lord 

opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant and he looked and “saw the hills full 

of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  God’s unseen host 

was there to protect him. 
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That’s how you find perseverance—through the eyes of faith.  We sing a 

little chorus from time to time that goes something like this:  
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

            Open the eyes of my heart 

            I want to see You 

            I want to see You 
 

            To see You high and lifted up 

            Shininô in the light of Your glory 

            Pour out Your power and love 

            As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 

That’s the key to perseverance—seeing Him who is invisible through the 

eyes of faith.  

 

During the filming of “Ben Hur” Charleton Heston had trouble learning 

how to drive a horse-drawn chariot.  With a lot of practice, he was finally 

able to control the thing, but he still had a lot of doubts in his ability.   

 

He expressed these concerns to the director, Cecil B. DeMille.  He said, 

“I think I can drive the chariot, but I‟m not sure I can win the race.” 

 

DeMille just smiled at him and said, “You just stay in the race and I‟ll 

make sure you win.” 

 

Perhaps you’re here this morning and, like Elisha and his servant, you 

just feel surrounded by problems and trials and tribulations and obstacles. 

Perhaps you’ve been tempted to let go and quit, give up.  Surely God 

would say to you, “Just stay in the race.  Just hang in there. 

Persevere.” I will make sure you win.  Just stay in the race.” 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


