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242 De ” daughtersabou_tmen. “1f he doesn®"t treat yo
gree Perseverance the prince."”
James 5:1-11
So what’s the best piece of advice you ever received in life? Let
me share with you mine. This piece of advice was passed on to me when
What is the best piece of advice you ever received? That’s a | was a college freshman. That was 41 years ago. | was attending a
tough question, isn’t it, because it seems that people are always giving us Bible college in Frankfort, Indiana and a minister who was a General
advice! But I want you to think about it seriously this morning. What is Superintendent in the Pilgrim Holiness Church, a man by the name of
the best piece of advice you ever received in life? Paul F. Elliot, was the chapel speaker that day and he said something |

have never forgotten.
| had a friend say to me one time that the best piece of advice he ever

received in life came from his boss at his first job. On the day he was He began his message by saying,“ |  want to give you

hired, his boss said to him, “Just remember,g u don“ t h a v #is rhotnind. ilt ka® nothing to do with the content of the message

everyone, but you do have to gett haltong mwigtoh neVv etroy obnee .b’ri ngi ng i r
will become an anchor for you in life that will hold steady in the midst

My friendsaid,“ | have never f olheybavetbeen t bose hworsd ®r ms. ”

so helpful for me in my business and in my family relatghips and

inthe churchwa | d . Life is full of di fHeide & thdt Sentghce Senbnehat has daged with engthede pakt 41v et
like them or like what they do, but you do have to learn how getalong years. “1 f you have a good exldense t

with them if you ever want t o b eemenbercadytisg=lfe belsaid'that day. To be blatantly honest with
you, [ don’t think I remember what anybody else ever said in chapel those

| had another person say to me that the best piece of advice they ever four years of college, but | have never ever forgotten those words. “ | f
received was from their mother. Their mother used to saytothem,* Us e you have a good excuse to quit,
it up, wear it out, make do, or do without.”

That just may be the best piece of advice I ever received in life. | want
“Every time my mother s admitedthih at ,to tdlklaboud“perseverantisthis mopningd Themawel of pérseverance!
woman. * But t hrough some very diff i gavidgh2120egréePeiseverancelf | i fe, | | earne
be very resourceful and very contented. We learned to live within our
means and become good stewar ds Qdhn W IReckefelleromste shilrdl edbr met ed htim ku St.h
quality so essential to succesd any kind as the quality of

| heard a minister say to agroup of singlesonetime,“ I 't i s bettpgperteveiahce. | t overcomes al mo
that you were married than to be marriechd wish that you were
not . "”

Napoleon, one of the greatest conquerors who ever lived, once declared

that“ vi ct ory belongs to the most p
Someone else shared this piece of advice they had received. “* Peop | e

will forget what you said; people will forget what you did; but people  Albert Einstein oncesaid,“ | t *s not t htats |j unsts o
wi | | never forget how you made theyp fweéelh. pr detpdrseveres. | onger . ”

I know a mother who used to pass on this dating advice to her four
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Samuel Johnson, the famous British author, once wrote, “ Gr e a t
are performed not by strength,

Calvin Coolidge, one of our presidents, has summed it up like this:
“Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will
not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful people with talent.
Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education
will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. dpsistence and
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w o lre tudy victorious in life is a 212 Degree Perseverance. Here is my

uiline. It ys vaoyesimeethisemoraing. c What' Is Perseverance?
Where Does It Come From? How Do You Get It?

Now don’t let the simplicity of that turn you off. What we’re talking
about this morning is critical to victorious Christian living.

What Is Perseverance?

Now that may sound like a redundant

determination alone are omni pot egedion. i What sl e g apne r,sperveersamané ? hasWes
and always will solve the probl epmes sefvermeacleuman rdaond.t” t hey? It
stick-to-itiveness. |l tds getting up when yc
Now, in case you are wondering,“ p e r s e vieveryanoch agbiblical again after you have failed. It
word. It appears 20 different times in its various forms. Paul writes in
Romans5,“ We ..rej oice in our suffer i Novsll of that is tiua, dud letwne shake wishwyouta Hittetdifferent
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character, and perspective about perseverance. It’s a part of perseverance that we often
character, hope. And rbnesgsenv)d o e s forges or overlook er faibtaemphasize. u_istén to the words of Walter
Elliot. “ Per severance is not a |l ong r
He writes to the church at Thessalonica,” Among God“s chafrtcdhresamwet her . ”
boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecution and
trial s you éahesnans@snng.ur i ng” It’s what Eugene Peterson describesas® a | ong obedi enc
di r e c feduszaid it fikethis:“ I f anyone woul d cc
The writer of Hebrewssays,“ Let us t hrow of f e v ewsydeny himsglf andiake up hiscrodsiya sd f o | duwed2v me

and the sin that so easilgntangles, and let us run with perseverance
the race mar deewdziomwt for us”

James, our Lord’s brother, writes this:* We consi der bl

have peroseesnne)ny ed”

e

There is tremendous power in perseverance. I’m finishing up a series of
sermons this morning entitled 212 Degree Living—The Extra Degree.
Water is hot at 211 degrees. But if you raise the temperature just one
degree—to 212 degrees—it boils. It creates enough energy and force to
do astounding things—to drive a mighty locomotive, to power a gigantic
machine, to produce billions and billions of volts of electricity.

The difference between success and failure is often that one degree, that
additional step, going that second mile, above and beyond what is
expected. And one of the things you and I need to possess if we want to

NIV).

“Perseverance iitss mamnytshorarackspang after a c «
8 B @ t hiteidmpiskdne up yohr eross daily.

Dr. Fred Craddock puts it like this:* We t hi nk gi ving
Lord is like taking a $1,000 dollar bill and laying it on the table

, Here“s my | ifiet &l d" Butm tgh & i
is that He sends us to the bank and has us cash in the $1,000 for
guarters.”’

“We go through I ife putting out
Listen to the neighbor kid®"sotro
to a committee meeting. Give a cup of water to a shaky old manin a
nursing home.”

“Usually giving our | ife to Chri
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those little acts of love, 25 cents at a time. It would be ¢agyo out
in a flash of gla y(just lay that $1,000 bill on the altar and say, ‘Here,
Lord. It’s Yours!”). “1# *s harder to |ive
little over the |l ong haul .7

You and I live in a culture of quitting. People try marriage, find it hard,
and quit. They try jobs and find them difficult and walk away. They take
up diets and discover they are expected to exercise their body and their
common sense, and they quit. They take up fitness programs for a few
weeks, then quit. They decide to get their lives straightened out and
start to church, and then quit.

Perseveranceisessentially a | ong obedi enceltin
is getting on the road and staying there. It is picking up your cross daily.
With each new challenge, with each new obstacle, with each new hurt,
with each new sorrow, with each new decision, with each new

temptation, it is saying, “ J es u s, |l *“m going to
going to live the way You Want
to Your way, Your will, Your

That is the essence of perseverance. | recall going to the office one
morning when | was serving as the Senior Pastor of the First Free
Methodist Church of Bedford, Indiana. | was upset. | was angry. | was
hurt. Linda and | had had some words that morning.

Now don’t sit there and look at me like you’ve never done that! It’s a
part of marriage—Ilearning how to walk hand-in-hand even when you
don’t see eye-to-eye. I don’t even remember what the issue was. But |
do remember how irritated and annoyed | was.

As is my habit, the first thing I did when I got to the office was to shut
the door, open my Bible and spend some time with the Lord. Here are
the words | read that morning.

Therefor e, as Godods chosen
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you
may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together

peopl e,
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in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule inyour hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. (Colossians 3:12-15 NIV)

t h God rgaﬁ'y rgoles %oteslha%ergl senlseloff hu?nor.I Bluttl dtidrll’t%hinkt{t Yas all

that funny that morning. | remember sitting there in that office that
morning and wrestling withGod. " But , God, I have
angry. |l 6mMlrirglat ltyhiasn!t i Bdhe nee

I remember the Holy Spirit asking me, A We | | wh at I f
change? What are you going to do? How are you going to act? What

are you going to do with these w
memberthmkmg, ARBut i tos mot fair. I
aa1 i k' 9%&'0 want her to
supposed to do but I just donodt
choice to f

And GPd spoke to me very clearly. A Yo ur
to Iegvgvyou dtetms ﬁefﬁng dhd respond t MyrE'aIIt reach are :
:ﬂ% r?of phsfh"ét(?ry What mattéPs |sgvi%t'yd?1 élnooéel‘g do?od’a mi
I you choose to listen to Me and follow My will and My words
today?0

That’s what Jesus means when Hesays,“ | f anyone woul
me, he must deny himself and take up hiscrdslya nd f ol | ow
(Luke 9:23 NIV). Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races, one

after another.

By the way, I chose to follow His words that day...and so did
Linda...and I believe that is one of the reasons why we’re going to have
the opportunity this coming June to celebrate 40 years of marriage.

Where Does Perseverance Come From? That’s the second question.
Where do you find this strength, this will-power, this stamina to keep on
keeping on?

holy and dearly | oved,
Listen to the words of 2™ Peter, chapter 1.

cl ot he

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great



-7-
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in
the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by
evil desires.

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and

unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(2™ Peter 1:3-8 NIV)

Do you see where it comes from? It comes from God. As we come to
know Him and trust in His promises, He gives us His divine power for
everything we need for life. In fact, Peter says that we begin to partake
of His divine nature. We become like Him. His character traits become
our character traits. And one of the things most evident about God is His
faithfulness, His steadfastness, His perseverance.

Psaim33:4i“ He i s f ai t hfou. 1%Thessadohidns h e
5247 “The one who
works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are
trustworthy. They

Francis Thompson describes God asthe® h o u n d
always pursuing us, always searching for us, always seeking us. He never
lets us go. He is persistent. He perseveres. That is His nature. And it is
this nature that he seeks to impart to you and to me as we come to know
Him and trust Him and claim His promises.

It’s not a matter of gritting your teeth and trying harder. It’s a matter of
opening your spirit to His Spirit. Perseverance comes from God. Here is

a promise that God has for each ofus. “* He keeplydu strong to the
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, i qutcdfint@anb 180G, u | 7

So How Do You Get It? That’s the third question. Listen to the words
of Hebrews 11:27. The Bible here is talking about Moses and this is

ar eamaivsang. d f a s tcriedogt i paeiotaeElishaa’ ntd,
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whatitsays,” He per severed becausenwme
Do you remember the story of Elisha? Elisha was one of the great
prophets of Israel, but like most prophets, he was deeply loved by some
and greatly hated by others. One of his enemies was the king of Syria.

The Syrians were bound and determined to destroy Israel.

Time and time again, however, Israel escaped from the hands of the
Syrians because of the godly advice of the prophet Elisha. So the king of
Syria sought to kill Elisha in order to gain the victory over Israel.

He learned that Elisha was living in the walled city of Dothan, so one
night he sent a whole army to capture the prophet. Not a hit squad; not a
company of men;but®* hor ses and charisaystlse
Scripture. Under the cloak of darkness, they surrounded the city for a
surprise attack.

When the sun came up, Elisha’s servant got up to take his morning stroll
alahgtle sop of the wall, but what he saw made the blood run cold in his

c a lnivy.sPsaymdil: 7i ‘s T h @ i weksf dThere all around the city were thousands and thousands and

thousands of enemy soldiers with chariots and swords and shields. He
emyerlord, what

o f Helise a v & dpn’t’know what he expected his master to say, but if he expected

Elisha to give way to fear and terror, he was terribly mistaken. Instead of
being dismayed, Elisha was confident. He said to his servant,” Do n " t
afraid. Those who are with us are more than those who are with
them.”

You see, Elisha trusted in the Invisible One—in a God who cannot be
seen with physical eyes. He was steady in the face of fear. While others
may have been tempted to run or hide or quit, he stood in there and
persevered. In fact, he prayed for his servant and this is how he prayed.
Hesaid,” O Lor d, open his eyes so

And this prayer was marvelously answered. The Bible says that the Lord
opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant and he lookedand“ s aw t he
of horses and chari ot Godouhseed hbstr e
was there to protect him.
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That’s how you find perseverance—through the eyes of faith. We sing a
little chorus from time to time that goes something like this:

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up

Shinindéd in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love

As we sing holy, holy, holy

That’s the key to perseverance—seeing Him who is invisible through the
eyes of faith.

During the filming of* B e n  E€hartetbn Heston had trouble learning
how to drive a horse-drawn chariot. With a lot of practice, he was finally
able to control the thing, but he still had a lot of doubts in his ability.

He expressed these concerns to the director, Cecil B. DeMille. He said,

“l think I can drive the crhaage.ot, but | *"m not sure | can win thi
DeMille just smiled at himand said,“* You j ust stay in the race and | "1
make sure you win.”

Perhaps you’re here this morning and, like Elisha and his servant, you

just feel surrounded by problems and trials and tribulations and obstacles.

Perhaps you’ve been tempted to let go and quit, give up. Surely God

would say to you, “ J u st stay in the race. Just hang in there
Persevere.” | wild.l make sure you Wwin. Just stay in the race.”



