GIVING, GROWING AND GOING WITH GRATITUDE
“Three Things Your Gift Will Do”

2nd Corinthians 9:1-15

Last year during our Annual Stewardship Campaign, Partnering With
God, | shared with you 4 Treasure Principles. Do you recall them?

o Treasure Principle Number One — Earth is not my home,
heaven is. So | had better live my life with heaven in mind. Anything
I try to hang on to here on earth will be lost. But anything | put into
God’s hands will be mine for eternity.

o Treasure Principle Number Two — We Make A Living By What
We Get. We Make A Life By What We Give. In this world it’s
now what we take up but what we give up that makes us rich.

a Treasure Principle Number Three — Our Hearts Follow Our
Treasure. When you invest in something, you become keenly
interested in it. Your heart follows your treasure. Jesus said, ""Where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also™ (Matthew 6:21 NIV).

a Treasure Principle Number Four — God Prospers Me Not Just
To Raise My Standard Of Living, But Also To Raise My
Standard Of Giving. The Biblesays,” You wi | |

every way so that you can be generous on every occasion” (2 Corinthians
9:11 NIV).

Now this morning is the first Sunday of this year’s Annual
Stewardship Campaign and what | want to do this year is share with
You Four Stewardship Beatitudes. YO U know what
d o n &t Itiythke delaration of a blessing.

Jesus gave us 8 specific beatitudes which are recorded in Matthew 5 as
He began what has come to be known as “the greatest sermon ever
preached”—the Sermon on the Mount. You are probably familiar with
some of these beatitudes.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.
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Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3-10 NIV

Well, during Stewardship Month this year, | want to share with you
Four Stewardship Beatitudes. Here is the first one: “Blessed are
those who can give without remembering and receive without
forgetting.”

Would you say that with me? “Blessed are those who can give without
remembering and receive without forgetting.” The theme of our
Stewardship Campaign this year is Giving, Growing and Going with
Gratitude.

It is based upon that wonderful testimony the psalmist gives us in Psalm
116. “ What <can | of fer the mt.dwild
offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the
L o r eaim116:12, 17 NLT).

I want to emphasize during this Stewardship Campaign all that God has
done and is doing for us and through us. | want us to take to heart those

m av@rds of the gsgimist ip Psalm 103,“ For get not  (@alm
103:2N1v). Because a forgetful heart soon becomes an apathetic heart; and
an apathetic heart soon becomes a careless heart; and a careless heart
soon becomes a sinful heart; and a sinful heart literally becomes a
highway to disillusionment, destruction and grief.

a Abeatitudeo i s,
W%jlth th?s matter of response. “ Wh a t

So let’s begin can
Lord for all he has done f dwill
offer a gift. | will offer to the Lord something that is precious and

valuable and costs me something.

Someone has said it like this: “ | f it doesn’t C
probabl y not Ident kndbwhabounyow but.when I give
something to God, | want it to be worth something. Sacrifice is the
ecstasy of giving the best we have to the One we love the most.

Albert Schweitzer was speaking one time to a group of university

ost
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students. You know most of us are pretty fortunate if we can succeed in
just one thing. Albert Schweitzer was an outstanding musician,
physician, philosopher, theologian and missionary. He even won the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1952 in recognition of the great role he had played
in helping to bring all of mankind a little closer together.

Here is what he said to this group of young men and young women as
they were preparing for their future, their careers, their lives. He said, “ |
don’t know what your destiny
only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have
sought and found how to serve.

Wi

If you’re not giving, man, you’re not living! In fact, the Bible says that
three wonderful things happen when you give. | want to very briefly
highlight those three things this morning. Please take your Bibles and
turn to the 2" Book of Corinthians, the 9" chapter.

I wish I had the time to read this entire chapter. I don’t, but I hope you
will sometime this week because it describes exactly what your gift to
the Lord does. It does at least three things. It Blesses Others. It
Blesses the Giver. It Glorifies God.

We are just launching into our Annual Stewardship Campaign. What
will your gift do? I believe that’s a great question. What will your gift
to the Lord really do? The Bible says that it will do at least 3 things.

First of all, It Will Bless Others. Listento what the apostle Paul says
to the Christians at Corinth. Versel-“1 r eal |y don
you about this gift for the Christians in Jerusalem. For I know how
eager you are to help, and | have been boasting to our friends in
Macedonia that you Christians in Greece were ready to send an
offering a year ago. In fact, it was your enthusiasm that stirred up
many of t hem teoconbaog2nm. hel pi ng”

When you give, you inspire others to give. That’s what happened to the
church here in Corinth. They gave a generous gift to the impoverished
Christians in Jerusalem. Some kind of crisis was going on back at the
home church. People were suffering. People were hurting. People were
in need.
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This generous gift from the Christians at Corinth not only helped those

who were in need in Jerusalem—it inspired others to give! Love is
contagious. As Saint Augustine has declared,* One | ovi ng h
another aglow.”

What will your gift to the Lord do? It will bless others. It will minister

to the Mapuche Indians in Chile. It will bring medical help to some of

the poor and the hurting in Kenya. It will bring the gospel for the first

tinte in the@ own languége t@sone of thehKiambagi pedple id Migeria.nto w :
will bring hope and truth and spiritual direction to people right here in
Washtenaw County as we continue to become a community of disciples

who make disciples.

But that’s not all your gift will do. It will inspire others to give.
Now here’s the second thing your gift will do - You Will Be

Blessed. As the famous columnist, George Matthew Adams, once
said,“" 1 have never met an unhappy g

Listen to what Paul says in verse 6. “ R e me m b-eafarmehwhces
plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants
generously will get a generous crop. You must each make up your

own mind as to how much you shou

“ Don’t give reluctantly or in r
person who gives cheerfully. And God will generously provide all you

need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left
dceerd tt® WHd deSinnikti®ststn). 0t her s”

Now that doesn’t mean necessarily that if you give the Lord a generous
gift that you’re suddenly going to get a better job or a bigger raise or a
newer house or a nicer car. It doesn’t mean that God is going to
suddenly dump a ton of money into your lap.

Several years ago there was a “Christian” in Miami, Florida who sued his

church because, inhiswords,” God di dn’t gi ve me

p ai d Hispastor Had said inasermonthat® bl essi ngs, be
rewards come t o @hopiwstes gencent ofttheir t i t
income to the Lord.
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The man claimed that after 3 years he had received neither blessings or
benefits or rewards. So he sued his church to get back his money.

A businessman in San Antonio, Texas read about this law suit and sent
this man a check for the money he had given to that church and was now
trying to recoup. The businessmansaid,“* | sy mpat hi ze
who gives money to the church and sits back and expects God to
i mmedi ately hand it back to him
Hewentontosay,” | have neakeadealtwith Gaedlliket o
that, but for thirty-six years my wife and I have found that God will
honor those who honor Him."”

Haven’t you found that to be true? Oh, you’ll be made rich, believe me!
Here’s the promise, verse 10, “ He wi | | p r o degtofe
generosity in you. Yes, you will be enriched so that you can give even
more generously” (@™ corinthians 9:10-11 NLT). Wealth does not consist of
what we have but in what we are. John D. Rockefeller once said,“ T h e
poorest man I knowisthemanwh o has nothing but

a

Money is kind of like manure. It’s not worth very much unless you
spread it around and help things grow. Your gift will bless others.
Your gift will bless you.

And, third, Your Gift Will Glorify God. L00Kk at the last part of verse
11 and the following verses. “* When we take your
need them, they will break out in thanksgiving to God. So two good
things will happen—the needs of the Christians in Jerusalem will be
met, and they will joyfully express their thanksgiving to God. You will
be glorifying God t hu @rthigshi-1swo).u r

When some of us were children we had to sit and suffer through
catechism class. Did you? | did. The very first thing we learned was

this (and you learned it, too, if your church used the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, as most churches did). “ What 1 s the chie
The answer —“ Man’' s chi ef end i s o]
forever .’

t

That’s what life is about and one of the ways in which we glorify God is

gineridf fy i GeMeAnWhenaby
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by giving generously. Your gift will glorify God.

Now let me just say one final thing. Giving begins with the heart.
Earlier in chapter 8 of this Book of 2" Corinthians Paul praises the

Macedonian churches for their giving. He says,* Though t hey

vogen gping thiguglonrueh trouble and hard times, their wonderful joy

and deep poverty have overflowed in rich generosity. For | can testify
tWwiat h tihretye rdeasvte bryotsoeme! ¥ pwb Rt i ¢ h

Corinthians 8:2-3 NLT).

m
But notice where it all began — verse 5, Their first ac

dedi cat e t he mspner) That’swhdreat allbelgigs. Iflwe r d 7
want to really make a difference in this community, a difference in this
world, it begins not with our pocketbook but with our heart.

Ki%rke&agrél, ther}a%orusvDanish philosopher, used to tell a story about
a fire in a small town. The fire brigade rushed to the scene, but the
firemen were unable to get through to the burning building. The problem
was that a large crowd of people had gathered around the burning
builmn% Hotej t to watch but to help put out the fire.

However, they were trying to put out the fire with squirt guns. There
were dozens of them standing there and, from time to time, squirting
their pistols into the fire as they made casual conversation.

The fire chief couldn’t contain himself. He started screaming at the town

dolk,f“ tweh att © dtoh oySsoeu WhhG nk you’re doir
fight the fire. What on earth can you accomplish with a bunch of
squirt guns?”

cAedrihe peaple realizey thé urgency of the situation and so they began
squirting more. “ C 0 me theymncolraged each other,” we can
b et t Sguirt, squirt, squirt, squirt!

Exasperated, the fire chief yells, * Get out oYolhere ac

mpothiggrexgept dipderimggus from doing what needs to be done. We

heady to
this fire, people willing even to lay their lives on the line. This is not

the place for token contri b u t i Reahgsving’begins with the heart.
So that’s where we are going to begin this morning.
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