
 GIVING, GROWING AND GOING WITH GRATITUDE 

“Living and Giving Abundantly” 

 

2nd Corinthians 8:7 

 

Last Sunday I shared with you Stewardship Beatitude Number One. 

Do you remember what it was?   Of course you do!  Please say it with 

me.  Blessed are those who can give without remembering and 

receive without forgetting. 

 

Now here is Stewardship Beatitude Number Two.  Blessed are the 

givers, for they shall receive more from giving than they ever 

could from receiving.   

 

We’re in the midst of our Annual Stewardship Campaign – Giving, 

Growing and Going with Gratitude.  This morning I want to talk 

about your growth as a Christian believer.   

 

When our kids were small, we had this door frame in our summer 

cottage where we used to measure their height.  Perhaps you have done a 

similar thing with your kids.  You know the routine.  They would stand 

up against that door frame as tall as they could.   Linda or I would mark 

the spot and draw a line and write their name next to that line.  And, 

hurriedly, they would turn around to see just how much they had grown 

from that previous year. 

 

It became such an exhilarating experience for them that in the spring 

when we made our first trip to the cottage they could hardly wait to get 

out of the car and rush into the cottage to find out just how much they 

had grown over the winter.  They even measured and kept track of the 

growth of our dog! 

 

We expect to grow in life, as children.  It’s an exciting thing.  We want 

to look at our progress and say, “Last year I was just this tall.  But 

wow!  Look at how much I have grown.”  It’s natural and normal and 

expected.  We want to grow.  

 

And so it is with the children of God.  We should expect to grow and 

develop and mature as Christian believers into the image and likeness of 

Christ.  The Bible says in 1
st
 Peter 2:2, “Like newborn babies, crave  
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pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

now that you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1st Peter 2:2-3 NIV).   

 

God, the Father, wants us to grow.  It’s a ―front burner‖ issue with Him. 

It’s serious stuff because if you’re not growing there’s something wrong 

somewhere, there’s a problem, there’s an illness, there’s a disease; and 

God wants you healthy, whole and alive. 

 

When our little granddaughter Emma Leonard was first born she 

weighed just 3 pounds and 3 ounces and has struggled all of her life—

she’s about 3 years old now—just to make the growth chart as to where 

she ought to be in life.   

 

So often the doctors would just shake their heads and say, “We‟re 

concerned.  She ought to be here.  At the very least, she ought to be 

here.  But she‟s way down here.”  And they’ve tested her and treated 

her and sent her to this nutritionist and to that nutritionist and it has just 

been a struggle.   

 

For so long she just wasn’t growing as fast as she should.  She should be 

taller.  She should weigh more.  The doctors were concerned.  Mom and 

Dad were concerned.  Grandma and Grandpa were concerned.   

 

Last month our daughter called us and she was so excited.  She said, 

“Guess what, Mom and Dad!  Emma is on the charts.  For the first 

time in her life she is right where she ought to be in terms of her 

growth.  She is on the bottom end, Mom and Dad, but she is on the 

charts!” 

 

I can’ tell you how excited Linda and I were to know that Emma was 

finally growing as she ought to grow.  We hooped and hollered and 

celebrated and told everyone we knew.  Now, listen, God the Father is 

just as interested and concerned and excited over our spiritual growth as 

Christian believers.  He wants you to grow and mature and develop. 

 

So how does that happen?  How do we grow spiritually?  What are the 

things that stimulate spiritual growth in us?  I want to talk about one of 

those things this morning.  Here is how I have entitled this sermon: 

Living and Giving Abundantly. 
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Jesus said one time, “I have come that they may have life, and that 

they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10 NKJV).  Now here is what 

the Scriptures teach us.  The doorway to abundant living opens 

through abundant giving. 

 

Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Luke 6:38 NIV). 

 

The apostle Paul writes in 2
nd

 Corinthians 9:6, “Remember this: Who-

ever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously” (NIV).  You reap what you sow. 

 

Someone has said it like this.  “The people on our planet are not 

standing in a line single file.  Look closely.  Everyone is really 

standing in a circle, holding hands.  Whatever you give to the person 

standing next to you, it eventually comes back to you.” 

 

I heard about a man who visited a church one Sunday and it just 

happened to be right in the middle of the church’s Annual Stewardship 

Campaign and the minister preached a sermon about tithing.  When a 

friend of his at work asked him how he enjoyed the service, he 

complained, “All they talked about was giving.  That‟s problem with 

churches.  It‟s just give, give, give, give!” 

 

His fellow worker chewed on that comment for a little bit and then 

smiled and said, “Thank you.  You‟ve just given me the best definition 

of the Christian life I‟ve ever heard.”   

 

Someone has put it like this: 
 

Love ever gives, forgives, outlives 

And ever stands with open hands. 

And while it lives, it gives. 

For this is loveôs prerogativeð 

To give and give and give.     

 

Christianity really is all about giving…because God is a giver.  The 

Bible says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son,  
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that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 

3:16 NIV).  James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father” (NIV). 

 

God is a giver.  That old gospel song reminds us: 
                  His love has no limit; His grace has no measure; 

                  His powôr has no boundary known unto men. 

                  For out of His infinite riches in Jesus, 

                  He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again! 

 

God is a giver.   And that’s why He encourages us to give—that we 

might become like Him, that we might experience the joy that He 

experiences.  He said, “I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and that your joy may be complete” (John 15:11 NIV). 

 

The word ñgiveò is used over 1500 times in the Bible.  That’s the 

essence of Christianity—giving.  But when we look at what Jesus has to 

say about giving, we discover that what really interested Him was not the 

amount of our giving but rather the motive of our giving.   

 

What we give, the amount, isn’t really all that important to Him.  What 

matters with Him is why we give.  He is interested in the giver; not so 

much the gift.  In fact, He says to us in His Word that if you’re giving 

reluctantly or out of a sense of compulsion, just never mind.  The only 

gift that means anything to God is the gift that comes from a cheerful 

heart. 

 

We often think of giving as our Christian responsibility but, oh, it’s so 

much more than that.  It’s an opportunity.  It’s an opportunity for us to 

grow.  It’s an opportunity for us to actually be transformed into the 

image and likeness of Jesus.   

 

Listen to what the Word of God says in the book of 2
nd

 Corinthians, the 

8
th

 chapter, verse 7.  “Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for 

us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (NIV).   

 

Do you hear what God is saying to us?  Just as God wants us to grow in 

faith and grow in love and grow in knowledge, He also wants us to grow  
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in the grace of giving.  He wants us to be bigger givers.  He wants us to 

be more charitable and more generous and more gracious.  Why?  

Because God needs more money?  No way!  He owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills.  “The earth is the Lord‟s, and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1 

NIV).   

 

He doesn’t need our money.  That’s not why He wants us to be givers. 

He wants us to be givers because that’s one of the ways in which He can 

help us to grow in our faith and in our love and in our knowledge of the 

Holy.   

 

The Bible says there are basically 3 reasons why you and I ought to give 

to the Lord.  We don’t give to get our name on a plaque somewhere.  

We don’t give just to make us feel better or to feed our ego or to earn 

something.  We don’t give because if we didn’t give we would feel 

guilty.  We don’t give in order to get something back in return.  We 

don’t give just because there’s a need.  Now there’s nothing wrong with 

that, but that’s not why we give. 

 

The Bible says there are basically 3 reasons why you and I ought to give. 

One has something to do with the past; one has something to do with 

the present; and one has something to do with the future.   

 

Reason Number One – Giving Provides Me With An Opportunity 

To Express My Appreciation For Past Blessings.  Listen to what 

the Bible says in 2
nd

 Corinthians 9:11.  “You will be made rich in 

every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through 

us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” (NIV). 

 

When we give to God, we express our appreciation to Him.  No long 

ago my wife I had a birthday.  I bought her a gift.  Why?  Because I had 

to?  No!  She didn’t say, “Now you had better buy me a gift.”  Did I do 

it to repay her?  No way!  How could I ever repay her for her love, for 

her commitment to me, for her faithfulness, for all she has done to 

enrich my life, for bearing our children? 

 

I have seen a delivery room and what goes on in there.  There isnôt 

enough money in the world to pay for something like that!  So why did I 

do it?  Why did I give her a gift?  It was an opportunity to say afresh and  
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anew, “I love you.  I treasure you.  I appreciate you.”   

 

When we give to God, we’re saying, “God, I love You.  God, I care 

about You.  God, I‟m grateful for all You‟ve done.”  Paul says in the 8
th

 

verse of 2
nd

 Corinthians 8, “I am not commanding you (to give, to be 

generous, to provide an offering for the church in Jerusalem), but I want 

to test the sincerity of your love” (NIV).  

 

What we do with our money reveals what we really value in life.  It just 

does.  The psalmist says (and this has been our theme verse through this 

whole Stewardship Month), “What can I offer the Lord for all he has 

done for me?” (Psalm 116:12 NLT).  Here’s his answer.  “I will offer you a 

sacrifice of thanksgiving” (Psalm 116:17 NLT). 

 

Saint Ambrose reminds us, “No duty is more urgent than that of 

returning thanks.”   “Ingratitude is the essence of vileness,” wrote 

Immanuel Kant.  Giving provides me with an opportunity to express my 

appreciation to the Lord for all of His past blessings. 

 

Reason Number Two – Giving Provides Me With An Opportunity 

To Keep My Priorities Right In The Present.  You and I, by nature, 

are self-centered.  We just are.  No need to try to deny it.  It’s a part of 

sin’s stain upon our spirit and soul.  Theologians have a title for it.  They 

call it ñinbred sin.ò   

 

We are born with this tendency to only think only about ourselves. 

“What‟s in it for me?”  “How am I going to gain from this?”  “What 

benefit is there in it for me?” 

 

You may remember that in the Bible there was this rich farmer who 

thought only about himself.  He had a great harvest.  His fields produced 

a bumper crop.  In fact, the yield was so good that he didn’t have enough 

room in his barns for all the inventory.  He thought to himself, “What 

shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops?” (Luke 12:16-21). 

 

Then he said to himself, “This is what I will do.    Will tear down my 

barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods.  And I‟ll say to myself, „You have plenty of good things laid up  
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for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.‟” 

 

But God said to him, “You fool!  This very night your life will be 

demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for 

yourself?”  And then Jesus added these words:  “This is how it will be 

with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward 

God.” 

 

All he could think about was himself.  I, me, my, my barns, my crops, 

my stuff, my everything!  We read this story and think, “What a jerk! 

What a selfish man.  How foolish to live your life like that!  But, come 

on now!  Our basic nature is to be just like him.  We have to battle 

selfishness every day of our lives.   

 

Here’s what giving to the Lord does for us.  It provides us with a little 

opportunity to do a check up on our motives and our values and our 

priorities and see, “Am I just living for myself or is there somebody 

else I‟m living for?” 

 

When I sit down and write out a check for my giving to the Lord each 

Sunday, it’s a reminder to me.  It’s a reminder to me, first and foremost, 

that God is the source of it all.  He is the giver of every good and perfect 

gift.  And it is also a reminder that I’m just the manager of it, the 

steward.  I’m not living for myself.  I’m living for Him. 

 

One of the reasons we need to give is to help us fight against selfishness. 

The Bible says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these other things will be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33 KJV). 

 

When Linda and I got married, one of the first things we decided was 

that no matter what else happened, we were going to give God a tenth of 

our income, a tithe, and that we would give it every Sunday.  Not wait 

and say, “Well, are all the bills paid?  Do I have enough to give the 

Lord this Sunday?”  No!  We would give to the Lord first.  It was our 

way of saying, “God, You‟re number one in our lives.” 

 

You know, every time I write out a check to give to the Lord’s work I’m 

reminded afresh and anew that He is number one.  Now here’s the thing. 

God doesn’t want your money.  That’s not what He’s really after. He  
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wants you and He wants what that money represents.  Your money 

represents your life, what you treasure, what you love, what you value.  

 

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

(Matthew 6:21 NIV).  Paul said of the Macedonians, “They gave themselves 

first to the Lord and then to us” (2nd Corinthians 8:5 NIV). 

 

We give not because God needs it but because we need to give.  It keeps 

us from being selfish.  It keeps us from being materialistic—putting too 

much value on the things of this earth.  It keeps us from being Scrooges, 

from being self-centered, from thinking that the world revolves around 

us. 

 

Reason Number Three – Giving Provides Me With An Opportunity 

To Enlarge My Faith And Invest In The Future.  Paul pleads with 

the Corinthians.  He says, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 

will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously” (2nd Corinthians 9:6 NIV). 

 

If you go out and throw one little seed of corn into the field, what are you 

going to get?  Not much!  But if you sow bountifully, you reap 

bountifully.  You receive in proportion to what you give. 

 

Giving demonstrates our faith.  God says it’s like planting seeds.  It’s 

like making a deposit.  No deposit, no return!  Giving is investing in the 

future. 

 

What are you expecting God to do in your life?  How much are you 

believing in Him for this coming year?  How committed are you to 

spiritual growth?  If you want the answer to that question, if you want to 

know how much God is able to do in your life this coming year, just look 

at your giving.  The Bible says we reap what we sow. 

 

Abundant living begins with abundant giving.  Giving is an act of 

faith.  It’s an investment in the future.  It’s laying up treasure in heaven. 

It’s sowing and then reaping.  It’s making a deposit.  It’s trusting God’s 

promises.  It’s opening your heart and your life to God so He can grow 

you and bless you and enrich you in Christ Jesus. 

   

 



 

 

 


