GIVING, GROWING AND GOING WITH GRATITUDE
“J Will Tell Your Name?”

Psalm 92:1 (NASB)

During this Annual Stewardship Campaign, | have been sharing with
you several Stewardship Beatitudes—one each week.

Do you remember the first one? Blessed are those who can give
without remembering and receive without forgetting. AS one
great philosopher put it, “Ingratitude is the essence of vileness.”

Here’s the second onc. Blessed are the givers, for they shall
receive more from giving than they ever could from receiving.
We talked about why we ought to give to the Lord.

» Giving provides me with an opportunity to express my appreciation for
past blessings.

» Giving provides me with an opportunity to keep my priorities right in
the present.

» Giving provides me with an opportunity to enlarge my faith and investin
the future.

Here is Stewardship Beatitude number three. Blessed is he who
gives while he lives because then he knows where it goes. |
don’t know about you, but I don’t want the government or the IRS or
some lawyer deciding how my money is going to be spent after I'm
gone. I doubt if any of it would be channeled to the Lord’s work. A
major part of the joy of giving is in knowing and seeing how your gift
blesses and honors God’s work and God’s people. So,Ilwa nt t o
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Now here is Stewardship Beatitude number four. Blessed is he who
gathers little and scatters much. Someone has said it like this:
“What I spent, I lost. What I kept, I left to others. But what | gave
away still remains with me.” In this world it’s not what you take up but
what you give up that makes you rich.

And so on this Gratitude Sunday, we come with hearts full of praise
and thanksgiving to express to the Lord that first and foremost we intend
to be givers in life. And we express that desire in a very tangible way.
We right down in black and in white on a Gratitude Pledge Card what
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we are trusting God to be able to do through us this coming year for His
Kingdom and His work here at home and around the world.

But here’s the really important thing about giving. It’s not what we give,
what we contribute, that ultimately matters. It’s who we become in the
process of giving that provides real meaning to our giving. We become
like Jesus, the ultimate giver.

Mother Teresa once put it like this: “It’s not how much we give but
how much love we put into giving.” That’s why we calling this Sunday
“Gratitude Sunday.” That’s why we have made it a concert of praise
and prayer. We don’t just want to give unto the Lord—we want to give
with joy and with love and with gratitude.

We want this Gratitude Pledge Card to say to the Lord, “I love You. I
love You. I love You.” You see, how we give is more important to God
than what we give. Take a look at this little clip.

(The Collection Plate)

I don’t know about you, but what | want to be thinking about as I give
unto the Lord is, “I love You. I love You. I love You.” That’s why we
wanted to frame this whole service as concert of praise and prayer.

Listen to what the Bible says in Psalm 92, verse 1. “It is good to give
thanks to the Lord and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High”
SNASP)-. Do you know that in the Hebrew language there is no word that
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The word that we translate as “thanks” in our English language really
means much more than that in Hebrew. It is the word “yadah” and it
literally means “to make public acknowledgment.” That’s what we do
when we offer thanks. We publicly acknowledge the goodness and the
grace of God.

| heard story recently, a true story, about this medical missionary in
India. He was serving in a region where there was just this epidemic of
progressive blindness. He said, “People were born with healthy vision,
but there was something in this area that caused people to lose their
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sight as they grew and matured.”

So he developed a process to stop this progressive blindness. Many
people came to him to have him perform this special operation and they
would leave realizing that their sight had been saved.

Not one of the individuals who received this treatment ever said,
“Thank you,” because that word just wasn’t a part of their language.
Instead, these people would say a word that meant, “I will tell your
name,” and everywhere they went they told of this doctor and how he
saved their sight.

When we give to the Lord and His work, we are saying, “Thanks,
Lord.” We are saying, “I will tell Your name.” And “how beautiful
on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation” (isaiah
52:7 NIV).



