GIVING, GROWING AND GOING WITH GRATITUDE
“When Little Is Much”

Luke 12:15

In the heart of the Hamptons there once lived a very wealthy family.
They possessed all of the accouterments of prosperity—a large estate, an
enormous mansion, classic cars, a swimming pool so big that you could
just about launch a small yacht in it.

But the father of this family wanted to make sure his children knew how
to really appreciate all of this wealth and so one day he took his sonon a
trip out into the country for the express purpose of showing him how
poor people live.

He arranged for his son to spend a couple of days and nights on an old
rural, rundown farm. It was quite an experience for that boy. He
worked like he had never worked before. There were few comforts, no
modern conveniences, very rustic accommodations and surroundings.

When his father came to pick him up and take him back home in the
Hamptons, he asked him, “Well, how was your trip?”

The boy responded, “It was great, Dad, really great!”
“Oh, it was?” replied his father. “Did you see how poor people live?”
“Yeah, Dad, I did.”

“So what did you learn?”

His son answered, “I saw that we have one dog and they had four. 1
saw that we have a pool that reaches to the middle of our backyard but
they have a creek that has no end. We have imported lampposts and
lights that line our driveway and illuminate our house but they have
stars in the sky that brighten the night.”

“We have a nice little piece of land that covers several acres but they
have fields that go on and on to the far side of the horizon. We have
walls around our property to protect us, but they have friends to
protect them. We buy our food, but they grow theirs. We have
servants who serve us, but they have everything they need so they
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serve others.”

Dad was silent, speechless. Before he could even think of what to say,
his son said, “Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we really are.”

Do you remember what Jesus said? “A man’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15 NIv).  Henry Ward
Beecher, one of America’s greatest preachers and orators, once put it
like this:

No man can tell whether he is rich or poor by turning to his ledger.
It is the heart that makes a man rich. He is rich or poor according
to what he is, not according to what he has.

Another great “philosopher,” Garth Brooks, has expressed it like this:
“You aren’t wealthy until you have something money can’t buy.” |
want you to think about that statement this morning.

During this Annual Stewardship Campaign we have talked a lot
about giving...and rightly so! One of the ways in which we tangibly
express our love to the Lord and our trust in Him is through bringing our
offerings and our gifts to Him.

The Bible is very clear about this matter of giving. The apostle Paul
writes in | Corinthians 16:2, “On the first day of every week, each of
you should put aside money as you have been blessed” (\cv). Money
for what? The previous verse tells us — “the collection for God’s
people”.. . for God’s work, for God’s kingdom, for God’s message to be
shared with those who don’t know Him.

But on this Sunday following Thanksgiving, I don’t want your mind to
be on money. Do you remember the words of Garth Brooks? “You
aren’t wealthy until you have something money can’t buy.” What |
want you to focus upon this morning is your relationship with Jesus
Christ.

There’s an old gospel song that goes something like this:
Little is much when God is in it!
Labor not for wealth or fame.
Ther e’ s —andyou canwuin it,

I f you go in Jesus’ name.
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It’s not what you have in your hands that really counts in this
world—it’s what you have in heart. The Bible tell us that God is rich

in love (psalm 45:8) and He is rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4).

His love has no limit; His grace has no measure;
Hi s pow r has no boundary

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!

Rudyard Kipling, the great novelist, once gave a commencement
address at McGill University in Montreal. He warned them about
making money, about seeking position and glory in life as they dreamed

their dreams and made their plans.

He said, “Someday you will meet a man who cares for none of these.

Then you will know how poor you are.”

I have met that man. His name is Jesus...and I realize just how poor I

really am. But,
Little is much when God is in it!
Labor not for wealth or fame.

Ther e’ s —andyoucanwn it,
I f you go in Jesus

When you have Jesus, you have everything. Ha v e

Do you know Him? Does He live within your heart? If so, celebrate the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with me this morning on this Thanks-

giving Sunday. We are so rich. We are so blessed.

Let every Sunday be a Gratitude Sunday and let every day be a

Thanksgiving Day.
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