GOD’S GIFTS FOR YOU THIS CHRISTMAS

“God’s Gift of Purpose for You”

Matthew 5:13-16

Christmas reminds us that first and foremost God is a giver. This Book
can be summarized in a single sentence. “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall

not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NIv). God is a giver.

Jesus said one time,

You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give
them a stone instead? Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a
snake? Of course not! So if you sinful people know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly

Father give good gifts to those who ask him.

Matthew 7:9-11 NLT

God is a giver. He loves to give gifts to His children. In fact, someone

has defined Christmas like this:

Jesus became poor so we could be rich

He became humble so we could be lifted up.
He became human so we could be godly.

He became a man we could become His friend.

During this Christmas season | have been preaching through a series of

sermons entitled God’s Gifts For You This Christmas.
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convinced God has some precious gifts He wants to give you this
Christmas. I have already talked about a couple of those giftsd the Gift

of Hope and the Gift of Strength.

Now this morning | want you to think about a third gift God wants to

give you this Christmasd God’s Gift of Purpose.

As outrageous as it is, God not only gave to us the wonderful gift of His
Son to be our Saviord sent Him into this world to die for sins that you
and | might be reconciled with God, sent Him into this world that He
might open the doors of heaven for us that we might spend eternity with
God where “there will be no more death or mourning or crying or
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ain’” (Revelation 21:4 NIV,
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Well, there are several purposes for our lives that are talked about in
Scripture, but | want to focus on one in particular this morning. Please
take your Bibles and turn to the book of Matthew. Th at 6 s
book in the New Testament.

t he

In chapter 5 you will find the Sermon on the MounfThis was kind of
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His vision statement for the people of God.

Now listen to what He says in chapter 5, verse 13.

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:13-16
NIV

In thisssarntpy e aets theslipation foriis
life and His ministry and His kingdom and His people. Itd s

mo st

I love the way Eugene Peterson translates this passage of Scripture in
The Message. Listen to how he puts it.

Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning
that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your
saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your
usefulness and will end up in the garbage.

Here’s another way to putit: You’re here to be light, bringing out
the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re
going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If | make you
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light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a
bucket,
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do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you
there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt
people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.

Do you hear, | mean really hear, what Jesus is saying to lde?s
saying, in effect, “Here’s what I want you to do. Here’s your purpose
in life. I want you to help Me rescue the world one person at a time.”

“I want you to be salt and light in this tasteless, dark work and let
people know that forgiveness is available through Jesus Christ, thata
relationship with God is available, that heaven is available to anyone
and everyone who dares to open their heart to God. Listen, I wantyou
to be the ones to bring that news to the world.”

| have been a follower of Jesus Christ for 44 years and | want to tell you
that nothing is more exciting or fulfilling or adventurous or joyful than
being used by God to bring His message of redemption and hope and
forgiveness and eternal life to someone who is spiritually confused.

| saw a segment on the news the other evening about how a young man

rescued some folks from a burning building. Do you know what they

called him? A hero! | wonder what we should call men and women
who help rescue people in an eternal way, who help rescue their souls
from that awful place called hell, where Jesus said, “The worm does not
die, and the fire is not quenched” (vark 9:48 NIv)? Those are the true
heroes of this world!

“You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.” T h a t
our mi ssion. That 6s our <call
purpose. Now hereds the thing
in common. They have a radical influence on whatever it is they
come into contactwith. That 6s the thing |
morning.

Think about what salt does. It makes people thirsty. It spices things up.
It acts as a preservative. It enhances flavor. And so what Jesus is saying
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here is basically this: “4s My followers, here’s what I want you to do.

Live the kind of life that’s going to make people thirst for the truth
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about Me.”

“Live the kind of life that’s going to spice things up by causing people
to question their values and their beliefs and their character. Live the
kind of life that will help slow down the rate of moral decay in this
society. Live the kind of life that will show other people that following
Me will enhance their life like nothing else.”

“Be the salt of the earth.” Think about light. What does light do4t

illuminates. It exposes. It draws people to a destinationd sort of like

those gigantic spotlights that shoot light beams high in the sky and swirl

around when a mall opens or some special event occurs. Whydo they
have those Because theyo
come to the event,

people.

So this is what Jesus is saying: “I want you to live the kind of life that
will illuminate My truth for people. | want you to live the kind of life
that’s going to shine My compassion into dark areas of despair. | want
you to live the kind of life that will gently attract people toward Me,”
because, folks, ultimately He is the light of life.

That s our purpose.
are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.”

How important is this assignment? her e6s an ol d
pr obabl y supascendedback up into heatem t

youove
after his time here on earth and sat down at the right hand of His Father,
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Jesus replled “I left behmd my disciples to carry on the work.”

0 emember this
“Your dzsaples”’ questloned the angel. “You mean Peter, the guy who

denied he ever knew You? Thomas, the one who doubted You? James
and John, the Sons of Thunder, who got so angry when some people
didn’t welcome You into their village that they said, ‘Lord, do you want
us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?’ You left the future
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of Your kingdom in their hands? And what if they fail? What and excuses and say, “Here am I, Lord, send me. I may not be super-
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other arrangements have You made?” talented. 1 may not be highly-gifted. 1 may not be the strongest or the
wisest or the best, but I’'m willing to be used however you want to use

And Jesus answered, “I haven’t made any other arrangements. There me in the building of Your kingdom. Here I am.”

are no other plans. There is no Plan B. The future of the kingdom

literally rests in their hands.” Fol ks , t hat 6s how Tinegreatest aliligyssavailability. uybuywant to truly be salt and light

believes in you and in me. this Christmas season®.et me tell you what to do. Pray this little
prayer.

Someone has put it like this:
Lord, lay some soul upon my heart,

He has no hands but our hands to do His work today; And love that soul through me;
He has no feet but our feet to lead others in His way; And may | nobly do my part
He has no voice but our voice to tell others how He died; To win that soul for Thee.

He has no help but our help to lead them to His side.

Here is my prayer for you this Christmas season. | pray, first of all, that Now here is the third part of my prayer for you this Christmas seasond
you will truly understand the nature and the importance of your purpose. that you will ask God to cleanse from your spirit and your life those
God wants us to help Him rescue the world one person at a time. things that turn people off to God and fill you with those things that

attract people to God.

| pray, secondly, that you will be committed to fulfilling that purpose. It

is one thing to understand your purpose in life but it is altogether another What are those things that turn peopletofGod? Are you familiar with
thing to really be committed and dedicated to living out and fulfilling the name Lee Strobel? Heds written some w
that purpose. Christianity, including such best-sellers as The Case For Christ,
Becoming A Contagious Christian, Inside The Mind of Unchurched
I have a book in my library that is entitled, “Here Am I, Lord, Send Harry and Mary.
Aaron.” |1t 6s r ef er r i Mages’ respdnse whenuGods e , t o
appeared to him in a burning bush in the desert and commissioned him But for 30 years of his life, Lee Strobel was an atheist. He was the legal
to help lead his people out of slavery in Egypt. Moses understood what editor for the Chicago Tribunend, like many, many news reporters, he
Godwasas ki ng him to do. He j ust dhaddprinfet 6 sva h h kt d nd oleoldshebrtvvenénritscameato d  a
Christianity. But his wife became a believer through the godly influence
He felt too inadequate for the task, too incompetent, too deficient, too and love of a neighbor; and Lee, although he was highly skeptical, like an
slow of speech, too un-leader-like. | t 6 s one t hi ng t dnvestigativereparter,degad exaynimingrthe tenets of the Christian faith
purpose in life. Someone has said that the two greatest days in a for himself to prove it was all wrong and a hoax and through his search
personds | ife are the day t hey awaeledoasaving kaowkddgetohlesus ith misyownthéarey f i nd ou
are born.
He became a teaching pastor at the Willow Creek Community Church
Understanding your purpose in life is important. But just understanding with Bill Hybels. This was the congregation that had so highly
your purpose is not enough. You have to be committed, dedicated, sold- influenced his wife and his family. And then later on became one of the
out to fulfilling that purpose. You have to come to that point in life teaching pastors at the Saddleback ChurcWith Rick Warren.

where you look beyond your own inadequacies and fears and weaknesses



Recently, as he looked back over his life, Lee Strobel said that when he

was an atheist there were three things that really turned him off when it Herebs a second thing aComsistency.Aal |
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came to God. He said, “I was repelled, first of all, by in-your-face Consistent Christianity! |  d oant & tmakewou paranoid, but do you
Christianity. Christians who obnoxiously assault strangers and try to realize that i f youdre a foll owe
shove Christianity down their throats. all of the timed people at work, people in your neighborhood, your

friends and even your family.

Hereb6s the second t hi fHolierbhenthdwai d real |l y repell ed hi m:
Christians.” Christians who are very smug in their self-righteousness, Theydre not expect ybodgkngwsnonedafusisb e |
Christians who paint themselves to be much better than they really are, perfect. But what they are looking for is are you real, are you authentic,
an “Us versus Them” mentality! is there a consistency in what you say and how you live, in what you

believe and what you do?
Lee said, “I was so turned off by this kind of attitude that anytime 1

entered a church I had this feeling that people were whispering behind As someone has put it: “You’re the only Bible that some people will
my back, ‘Look out! It’s one of those hell-bound pagans. Quick, hide ever read.” Do n o0t ask the Lord to make
the valuables, get the children, protect the women.” perfection here on earth. The Bible says we are “earthen vessels.” \Ne

are weak. We are fragile. We are flawed. But you can ask Him to make
Hereds the third thing “dosmetics ai gou realecaniake you authéntic &d nake ybur life tomistent with your

Christianity—people whose spirituality is only skin deep.” You know beliefs. And, listen! That is what truly attracts people to Christ.
the kind heds talking about. They have this fa-ade of spiritua
really doesnot change their vaNo&s heredogeahky tthoesinotthi alyad ntghea
character. |t | ooks good on t he <“Cdinnitnend’eA Gorunitted Christianityl Weslive inla widhy-washy 0 n
world where the national motto might as well be, “Take the easy way
Ask God, i f t heaof fuff B yoar hegrt aral in yourh a t ouk” n
spiritand in your life, to just cleanse it away. And then to fill you, more
and more, with those things that really attract people to God. What are But when somebody says by their life, “Listen, I'm going to do
those things? something not because it’s convenient, not because it’s easy. I'm going
to do it because it’s right and because God wants me to do it!” it
Compassion! A compassionate Christianity! A Christianity that is attracts people. It intrigues people. It causes even skeptics to wonder,
sensitive to that single mom who lives among us who is so burdened “What do they have that I don’t? What do they have that is so
down by the weight and pressures and financial stress of trying to raise a important that they would sacrifice everything for it?”
family all by her $Heyl fCan I waichyous s ayi ng to her,
children some evening and give you a little break? How can | help Those are the kinds of things that draw people to Christd that causes
you? How can I serve you?” your light to so “shine before men, that they see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.”
|l tds stopping by and spending a little time with that el derly pc¢
feels so discarded by society. Llettmétall you abdutianotiger legend. ke seemsehht Satanand kistenons t u f
money and giving it anonymously to someone whom you know is were having a Christmas party one time. As the demonic guests were
hurting financially. 't 6s i nv e préparinggo lesvg aneturnedi tonsetan, yrinftedhand Sawastieallyrsaéd, w h o

one else thinks is important or likable or worth much. “Merry Christmas, your majesty!”



Satan replied with a snarl, “Yeah! Keep it merry, my friend. If these
-0-

Christians ever get serious about Christmas then we’ll all be in

trouble.”

I pray you will really get serious about the message and the meaning of
Christmas. God has given us a grand purposed to help Him rescue the
world one soul at a time.

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,

To make music in the heart.



