NEW YEAR’S COVENANT SERVICE
“Being About Our Father’s Business”

Luke 2:41-50

Tomorrow evening 2007 will breathe its last few breaths, pass on into
history, and a brand new year will step forward to greet us—2008!

A new vyear is kind of like a clean sheet of paper. It’s fresh, pure,
spotless, untouched by human hands. There are no smudges or stains or
blunders on it anywhere. In some ways, it’s a new beginning, a fresh
start, a clean slate, with new possibilities, new hopes, new ideas, new
dreams.

That’s why a lot of people—and you may be one of them—uwill spend
the last few hours of this old year thinking about and writing out a list of
New Year’s resolutions for the coming year. If the statisticians are
correct, and they probably are, about 50%b of all Americans will make at
least one or more New Year’s resolutions for this coming year.

In case you are wondering, here are the top 10 New Year’s resolutions

that people tend to make according to USA Today.
1. Lose Weight
2. Quit Smoking
3. Pay Off Debt
4. Spend More Time With Their Family
5. Get A Better Job
6. Drink Less Alcohol or Quit Drinking Alcohol Altogether
7. Go Back To School or Get A Better Education
8. Take A Trip
9. Work On Their Spiritual Growth
10. Watch Less Television
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Here’s the problem. We quickly realize that although it’s a brand New
Year, it’s the same old us. And just turning the calendar from one year to
the next does little, if anything at all, to really empower us! Making a
resolution and finding the power to keep that resolution are two
completely different things altogether.

You might remember that the apostle Paul wrestled with this problem.
You won’t find anyone anywhere who was more self-disciplined than
Paul. He wrote one time, “I obeyed the Jewish law so carefully that 1
was never accused of any fault” (philippians 3:6 NLT). He was zealous. He
was resilient. He was tenacious.

Here was his resume.

Five times | received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.
Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three times
I was shipwrecked. | spent a night and a day in the open sea.

I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in
danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in
danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and
in danger from false brothers.

I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have
been cold and naked. (2™ Corinthians 11:24-27 NIV)

His spirit was so strong that nothing could defeat him. Every time he got
knocked down, up he popped again! But listen, as strong as his spirit
was, there was one area of life in which he was powerless. He was
powerless to really change himself.

Listen to what he writes in Romans 7.

That’s a good list, right? Those are some important areas in our lives |l don’t wunderstand myself at al
) . right,b u t [ don’t do it. |l nst ead,
that really need to be addressed. Now here’s the bad news. Statistics . .
Iso reveal that only about 15% of us will actually keep our New Year’s | am rotten through and through so far as my old sinful nature is
a . y tually keep concerned. No matter which way I
resolutions. In fact, more than 1/3 of us will have already broken our right. | want to, but | c.amd t. W
New Year’s resolutions and abandoned them before the month of when | try not to do wrong, | do i

January even comes to an end! person | am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by

sin? (Romans 7:15-16; 18-19; 24 NIV)
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See, here’s the problem with making resolutions. Most of the
resolutions we make are very self-focused. Look at that Top Ten List we
talked about earlier. Lose weight. Exercise mor@uit smoking.Get a
better job. Take a tripl mean these are good and honorable things but
they focus on the self and rely on the self.

They are very self-serving and look to the power of self to accomplish
them. And let’s just be honest here. Self-improvement for most people
means making myself more attractive, healthier, happier, skinnier,
richer. And it depends upon the power of the human will to bring about
these changes.

I f 1 t06s t o Buedpyourdmémber hovp misdi@ctedraad!
misconstrued the Bible says we are? Psalm 103 - “He is mindful that

we are but dust” (psaim 103:14 NAsB). YOUO rnething more than a clump of

dirt? Now don’t take offense at that. I’m nothing more than a clump of
dirt, also. We are unbelievably weak and helpless and unclean.

Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked; who can know it?” (Nkiv). Jesus said, “Apart from
me you can do nothing” (John 155 NIV).

So what’s the answer? Do we just forget about it? Settle for who we

are? Quit trying to improve and changerst make peace withl af
our failuresand flawsandhanrg ps and
that thatds who we are?

No, I'm not suggesting that at all. But here is what [ am suggesting. |
am suggesting that we change our focus. That we get our eyes off of our
own selves and own needs and our own problems; and focus them,
instead, on our Creator. Folks, that’s where change really begins.

The Bible says in 2" Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come” (Nniv). The apostle
Paul talks a lot about change in the 3™ chapter of Colossians but notice
how the things he talks about are so different than the things we usually
talk about when we talk about New Year’s resolutions.

Verse 1 — “Set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at
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the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things” (Colossians 3:1-2 NIV).

Jump down to verse 12. “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.” There’s a wide gap between what the world
calls personal transformation and what the Bible calls personal
transformation.

It’s not so much how we look on the outside that Paul is concerned
with—our appearance, our facgade, the outward adorning of success.
When he talks about change, he talks about the inner man, our character,
our spirit, our behavior, our moral fiber.

And then catch what he says at the close of this passage. “Let the peace
of “Christ rule in your hearts...let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly...and whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him” (Colossians 3:15-17 NIV).

Instead of focusing upon the things that people normally focus upon at
the close of a year, | encourage you to focus upon your relationship with
God through Christ. By allowing God to truly work within our lives, we
will change, we will grow closer to God and to each other, and we will

short comi n gfindodrseldes gxpgrisncingza oew &ipd tof righteousness...one that is

clothed with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Jesus said, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit” o 3:6N1v). If you want to make a New Year’s resolution that will
really mean something, that has some real substance to it, that opens the
door to a power that is far beyond our own strength and will; then |
encourage you to make that same resolution the apostle Paul made in 1
Corinthians 2:2. He writes, “For I resolved to know nothing while I
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (Nv).

I’m going to give you an opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper one more time in this year that is quickly fading away.
I’m going to encourage you to renew your covenant with the Lord and
allow this simple sacrament to be the sign and seal of a fresh new



covenant with
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God.

Do you remember the very first words Jesus ever spokeéof which
have record? They were spoken when He was a young boy—twelve

years old. His family had gone up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover

Feast and as they were traveling home with their family and friends they

discover, much to their dismay, that Jesus is not with them.

So they hurry back to Jerusalem and search the city for their “lost” child.
Three days they hunt for Him and finally they find him in the Temple,
sitting among the teachers of the law, listening to them and asking them
questions.

His parents are overjoyed that they found Him but frustrated with His
actions. His mother, Mary, said to Him, “Son, why have you treated us
like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”

Now here are the first words Jesus ever spoke that are recorded for us.
He said to them, “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know
that I must be about My Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49 NKJV).

It set the pattern for His life. All through His earthly life there was one
thing on Jesus’ mind—being about His Father’s business. 1 pray that
will become your obsession. As you take the cup and the bread and
renew your covenant with the Lord, ask Him to help you become
focused upon just one thing this coming year—being about our Father’s
business.

Real change occurs in our lives when we get our eyes off of ourselves—
our our problems and our stuff and our needs—and onto Jesus and the
Father and the Father’s business.



